
NEVADA COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL

Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the events, stories, and people of our community

Monthly Arts Council
Creatives Meetup

Thursday, August 10, 5:00pm - 7:00pm
Join us at the studio of Miles Toland and others on the Second Thursday in
August. Mark your calendars for this meetup as we get a chance to look inside the
creative hub for a few of the arts and culture producers in Nevada County. Miles
Toland will share about his upcoming projects, as will other artists who use the
space.

Attendees will be treated to snacks, light refreshments, and an assortment of art
and artists!

The Jerry Douglas Band
Saturday, July 22, 2:00pm - 4:00pm

The Center for the Arts
314 W Main St, Grass Valley

In 2021, The Jerry Douglas Band released an album, Leftover Feelings, with
legendary singer-songwriter John Hiatt. The album was nominated for a 2022
Grammy for “Best Americana Album,” and their previous record, What If also
received a Grammy nomination for “Best Contemporary Instrumental Album.”

Dobro master and 14-time Grammy winner Jerry Douglas is a bandleader,
producer, session musician, whose produced over a hundred albums and is
featured on over 1,600 studio albums. A member of Alison Kraus & Union Station,
co-bandleader for Transatlantic Sessions in the United Kingdom, founder for the
Grammy winner bluegrass super-group The Earls of Leicester, and frontman for
The Jerry Douglas Band. Since 2017, they have been forging new paths into the
musical horizon with deep roots in bluegrass and folk that spreads out into the
Americana and jazz landscapes.

In addition to Douglas, The Jerry Douglas Band includes Daniel Kimbro on bass,
Christian Sedelmyer on fiddle, and Mike Seal on guitar.

Tickets: $32 – $42

New Mayor and
Public Art
Ordinance

Nevada City has a new Mayor and she is
no stranger to the arts. Daniela Fernandez
presided over her first City Council meeting
last night and helped usher in a new era of
public art in Nevada City. “I want to invite
you to continue to be a part of it all… it
makes a difference when you’re here and
we’re able to hear your voices. I believe
that the more voices we have at the table,
the better we’re able to be an inclusive
governing body representing the many
instead of the few.” Fernandez said during
her opening statement Thursday night.

Among her first acts, madame Mayor
Fernandez read a proclamation honoring
local business owner Amanda Chavez. The
owner of Rainbow Rocket Marketplace,
Chavez has been in vintage retail for over
20 years. We featured her in the mid-June
newsletter as she relocated her business
from Searls Avenue to the Broad Street
location in the historic downtown district.

Congratulations Ms. Chavez! We’re looking
forward to the Rainbow Rocket
Marketplace ribbon cutting ceremony at
their new location at 101 Broad Street in
Nevada City on Friday, July 19 at 7pm.

The agenda for the evening included
Nevada City’s first Public Art Ordinance,
brought before the council by the Vibrancy
Committee - comprised of Mayor Daniela
Fernandez and Councilmember Adam
Kline. “The Public Art Policy in Nevada City
states that public art should represent the
diverse social, cultural, and historical
values of the City, contribute to quality of
life and economic vitality, be thought-
provoking, memorable, and enduring,
provide opportunities for education and
learning, and encourage civic pride… as
determined by the City Council.”

We are proud to announce that the Public
Art Ordinance passed, with special
considerations to be taken for the historical
downtown district of Nevada City. We’re
excited to see what new art will be created
within the GVNC Cultural District and the
conversations inspired within our
community.

Vibeyard Trio

Saturday, July 15
9:45pm - 1:00am

Crazy Horse Saloon and
Grill

A grease-tastic mix of funk, soul, reggae,
jazz and improvised eclectica is about to
go down at the Crazy Horse. Nevada
County’s groovingest new collective,
Vibeyard Trio, is the hottest thing to hit
Gold Country since the Pelton wheel.
They blew us away at their debut
performance in May and we had to get
them back here quickly!

Bassist Pancho Tomaselli and
Guitarist/Vocalist JB Eckl are relative
newcomers to the area, but they are no
strangers to the top tier of the music
world, having come up together through
the funk, rock and Latin scenes of So.
Cal. Their touring and producing credits
include War, Santana, Tower of Power,
George Lynch, Angelo Moore, Ozomatli,
Buena Vista Social Club and many many
nire. Solidified with the addition of
renowned drum ace, Tim Bulkley, this trio
is oozing with breathtaking musicianship.

Songwriters Showcase
Jul 16, 6:30pm
Wild Eye Pub

535 Mill St, Grass Valley

Songwriters have something to share with the world,
through music, through words, and through their
connection. On this special evening four talented local
musicians will be onstage together taking turns playing
 their original tunes.

Elena Rayo is a lifelong musician, a singer and songwriter
who started playing violin at the age of five. She has
released six albums, some from her analog recording
studio, Ancient Wave Studios in Nevada City. Elena’s
unique background, vibrant energy, and clarity of purpose
shine through her music.

Mei Lin Heirendt picked up the violin at age seven. After
being enthralled by Isaac Stern’s version of Vivaldi’s Four
Seasons, she told her father “I want you to play this all
the time.” Mei Lin studied the Suzuki Violin Method for
five years and became the Concert Master for the Music
in the Mountains Youth Orchestra at the age of twelve.
Since then, she has switched mainly to bluegrass music.
Now seventeen years old, Mei Lin has performed all over
the state, released two full-length albums with her bands,
and has collaborated with many highly-respected
musicians. Her debut solo single, “Enough,” is set for
release on June 16th, 2023. Currently, she tours with the
jamgrass quartet, Broken Compass Bluegrass. Mei Lin
writes songs whenever she has a spare moment. 

Nory Fussell has been picking and singing around
Nevada County for well over forty years. With a passion
for bringing people together around music, Nory has
organized many shows and concerts and loves hosting
open mics. He currently performs with the acoustic duo,
The Earbuds. Nory’s song topics weave through his life’s
experiences, the economics of simple living, social justice
and ecological issues, just plain fun, and yes, Love, sweet
love. A father, grandfather, friend, and lover of the art of
living well, he is close to knowing what he wants to do
when he grows up. 

Paul Kamm got his first paying gig at the age of seven,
singing in a church choir outside Detroit. He spent most
nights listening to FM radio under his pillow before a
knock on the door told him to go to sleep. Arriving in
Nevada City at nineteen, guitar in hand, he fell in love with
the vibrant music scene. Through the years and with
many bands, songwriting has been Paul’s primary focus.
He is currently in the popular band, Achilles Wheel,
playing World-and-Americana-infused music throughout
the western states. Paul’s longstanding partnership with
Eleanore MacDonald has graced the world with nine
independently produced albums of original music. Their
newest recording is due for release in early 2024. A
prolific writer, Paul is always looking for the next song to
reveal itself.

An interlude to these home spun melodies will provide
brief conversation around the song, the craft of writing,
inspirations and whatever stories might come up from the
moment. It is sure to be an intimate and soulful evening.

The showcase will be held in the delightfully cool main
stage room, with full Wild Eye Pub dinner and drink menu
available. For details call 530-446-6668 or email:
info@wildeyepub.com.

Tickets are a base price of $20. However, if you are able
to add a few bucks, it helps us to feed and pay the artists
better! Thanks for supporting these wonderful
songwriters, and Wild Eye Pub!

Dream & The Dreamer
July 15, 6:00pm - 10:00pm

Miners Foundry
325 Spring Street, Nevada City

Dream and the Dreamer is a local dance band with one of
the largest followings in the area.  Well known for
performing all styles of Classic Rock and Country, they
really shine with their Latin, Funk, R&B and Reggae
originals too.

Voted Best Band in Nevada County multiple times, this
group honors the music that has entertained us for
decades and continues to create their own original style
of music, making you want to get up and dance!

Tickets are $20 and available here.

NEVADA CITY
SUMMER
NIGHTS

July19 & 26
6:00pm - 9:30pm

The Summer Nights in Nevada City
celebration, a street festival of art and
music, has been an annual tradition in
this quaint, scenic – and sometimes
quirky – community, for 31 years.

Enjoy Wednesday Nights in July — FREE
entertainment for the whole family!

Summer Nights visitors can unwind with
some live music or relax with a stroll
around the stores and craftsmen booths.
“Summer Nights is a Nevada City
tradition – the whole town comes alive,”
says Stuart Baker, Director of the Nevada
City Chamber of Commerce the event
sponsor. “It’s the must-attend event of
the summer — a community party that
shows off the best of Nevada City.”

Find out more here.

MARTY O’REILLY
Friday, July 21

Doors open 9:00pm

The Stone House
107 Sacramento St,

Nevada City
Explaining Marty O’Reilly’s music is like
describing a dream. It feels familiar, but
at the same time unchartered. His songs
sound bluesy but not blues, folk but not
folk, soulful but not soul. Marty’s voice is
beautiful and unique, his lyrics stark yet
lush over gritty electrified guitar, melding
beautifully into genre-defying music
within the vast definitions of Americana.
One can hear an urgency and complexity
in the songs, expressing something
elemental and perhaps contradictory:
love and anger, joy and pain, real and
imagined.

“I started playing music as medicine for
myself to feel good and digest some
melancholy,” Marty leaves off. “Over
time, I realized if music makes me feel
good, the people around me who
become a part of it will feel good too. It
connects us on the same wavelength. I
hope to give the world something real
and refreshing.”

Restaurant 6:00 - 10:00pm. Food Menu
By Garett Dakan

Tickets: Presale $15 // Door $20

Nevada City Film
Festival Named

“One of the
Coolest”

Moviemaker Magazine, the leading film
industry publication and website focused
on the art and craft of making movies,
recently named the Nevada City Film
Festival (NCFF) “One of the 25 Coolest
Film Festivals”, citing “Magic abounds in
this California mountain town festival,
nicknamed the Sundance of the Sierra.”

“If you are hoping to find a tiny arts town
to escape to and enjoy celebrating
cinema for its own sake – and you feel
like the big events may have lost their
magic – look no further than the Nevada
City Film Festival,” said one of the
magazine’s judges, filmmaker Geoff
Marslett.

Every summer, NCFF makes art into a
party, bringing an audience of movie
lovers together with emerging and top
independent filmmakers to showcase
award-winning short and feature length
films from around the world. This year’s
festival kicked off June 23 through 25,
screening 70 films and welcoming 40
filmmakers, plus 1000 attendees from
around the world to events held at the
Onyx Theatre, historic Nevada Theatre,
and outdoors at Pioneer Park.

Marslett also praised president Jeff Clark
and executive director Jesse Locks for
their hands-on, conscientious leadership
of an incredible team: “They genuinely
care about your work and have been
very kind and supportive since the very
first time I screened here.”

“We are extremely honored to be
included on such an esteemed list with
these formative independent film
festivals, while also continuing to put our
hometown and its arts scene on the
global map,” said Locks. “None of it
would be possible without the audiences
that come out to see and support the
films and the filmmakers. It’s always
validating as an event producer when
festival-goers are still willing to take a
chance on seeing something that isn’t
deemed “mainstream” or with a big-
named Hollywood star.”

Wildcard Monday!
July 17, from 5:30pm - 8:00pm

Wild Eye Pub
535 Mill St, Grass Valley

This week’s guest host is Bia Navarro, sharing her
enthusiasm for teaching the beautiful music and dance of
Brazil. It’s a combo of open mic, jam, teaching, dancing
and laughing that you won’t want to miss.

4th Mondays
CBA Bluegrass

Open Mic & Jam
July 24, 5:30pm - 8:00pm

Wild Eye Pub
535 Mill St, Grass Valley

Sponsored by the California Bluegrass
Association, this new Bluegrass Open
Mic & Jam welcomes all bluegrass
players and fans. Come get your
bluegrass fix! May be inside or creekside,
depending on weather.

Thrift Store
Scavenger Hunt

Saturday, July 29
9:30am - 10:30am

Sierra Commons
792 Searls Ave, Suite A

It’s that time again! Join in a lighthearted adventure as
this wacky Sierra Commons fundraiser promises to be full
of laughs and bargains. The event kicks off at Sierra
Commons where the outlandish MC Coryon Redd will
pump everybody up and lay down ground rules between
bites of donuts and coffee.  Small teams will then set off
to explore local thrift stores and yard sales. 

Did you find the ugliest artwork?  You get 10 points.  How
about 5 points for the most froo froo teacup? Perhaps
you’re looking for a convection oven.  Share your want list
with the entire posse, and they’ll get points for finding you
the appliance of your dreams.

At 3pm, the scavengers gather at Gold Vibe Kombuchary
to show off their haul during the awards ceremony. 
Special prizes will be given to the teams who get the
loudest applause for categories such as the most
outrageous hat, best free item, and zaniest holiday
sweater. 

The event not only supports the good work of Sierra
Commons, it also supports the charitable causes of our
local thrift stores. May the best team win.

For more information and tickets visit their website.

Beam Me Up or
Beam Me In
Opening Reception

Friday, July 21
5:00pm - 7:00pm

The Granucci Gallery
314 W Main St,

Grass Valley
Described as “metaphysical landscapes”
the paintings and portraits in this show
are rooted in observations of our
biosphere, specifically the California
Sierra Nevada. These studies of earth
and light and life, are biomorphic
compositions, “veils of seeing and not
seeing, shimmering light, and
atmospheric moods” that distinguish the
show tone. Compositions propel the
viewer into an esoteric world that can
either be objective or non-objective.

 

Becky Johnson currently resides in
Grass Valley with her husband and two
kids (and one more on the way!), and
was born and raised in these Sierra
Nevada foothills. She earned her BA in
Art Studio from UCDavis in 2007, and
her Masters degree in Art Therapy and
Creativity Development from Pratt
Institute in New York in 2011. Before
grad school Johnson worked locally at
the Neighborhood Center of the Arts,
and as a teaching artist for Yolo County
Arts Council.  

In 2015 she moved back to Nevada
County and worked both as an artist and
at a local nonprofit, all while practicing
Art Therapy for clients out of her home
studio. This past year Johnson has co-
founded an art center called Art Space
and is currently the Director of Art and
Art Therapy. Art Space is a studio based
art and Therapeutic Art Therapy center
that offers group, individual, and
community art-making. 

“I believe the practice of creating art can
transport us to the liminal spaces
between the known and unknown, skill
and instinct, fluidity and control; and
mirrors how we navigate life.” Johnson
says in her artists statement. “I
wholeheartedly trust in the power of the
art-making process.”
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