
NEVADA COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL

Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the events, stories, and people of our community

“Through Our Eyes”
Opening Reception

Today, August 18, 4:30-6:00pm

The Eric Rood Center, 950 Maidu Ave
Join Nevada County Camera Club for the opening reception of the exhibition
"Through Our Eyes." Presented by Nevada County Arts Council in partnership with
Nevada County through the Art in Public Spaces program.

Through Our Eyes shows pictures from around Grass Valley – Nevada City Cultural
District taken during week-long windows in 2022 and 2023 as part of a photo
challenge. Meet with local photographers, ask questions, and enjoy some light
snacks and refreshments.

In the words of Nevada County Camera Club president Mike Shea, “Enjoy the
photographs and join the club!” 

Photographers: Robert Arnold, Shelley Carlisle, Fred Claessens, Ellen Davis, Dee
Anne Dinelli, Grace Farag, Suzanne Hambleton, Douglas Hooper, Allison Kalt,
Dave McLellan, Dave Nelson, Mike Oitzman, Charlotte Peterson, Mark Rideout,
Rachel Rosenthal, Mike Shea, Barbara Summers, Bernadette Sylvester, Ed
Sylvester, Jerry Thomas, Kathy Triolo

Nevada County Media Presents:

Music Video Launch Party
Friday, August 25, 6:00pm - 8:00pm

355 Crown Point Cir, # D
Grass Valley, CA 95945

Grab a friend and help us celebrate our local musicians. Watch them perform,
listen to their music, and watch the new music video “Days to Come” by Al
Owens.

Drinks and light food will be available for purchase. No outside food and
beverages allowed.

Open to all - Tickets at the door $5 (NCM Members are free)

An Evening with Mark Twain
Saturday, August 26th (at NCM)
Doors: 6:30pm | Shows: 7:00pm

McAvoy Layne Is the Ghost of Mark Twain

For thirty-five years now, in over four thousand performances from Piper’s Opera
House in Virginia City to Leningrad University in Russia, McAvoy has been
preeminent in preserving the wit & wisdom of The Wild Humorist of the Pacific
Slope, Mark Twain.

McAvoy is a winner of the Nevada Award for Excellence in School and Library
Service. He plays the ghost of Samuel Clemens in the Biography Channel’s
episode of Mark Twain, and the Discovery Channel’s Cronkite Award winning
documentary, 'Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.'

Says McAvoy, “It’s like being a Monday through Friday preacher, whose sermon,
though not reverently pious, is fervently American.”

Grab a friend and join us for a night of desserts, drinks, and stories by McAvoy
Layne. Seating is limited. Purchase a ticket and receive a free individual
membership to NCM for a year.

Letter to your Senator
As you may know, we are seated in the heart of Grass
Valley - Nevada City Cultural District, a state designation
we are proud to have since 2017. There are only 14 such
recognized California Cultural Districts, four of them
rurual, and two right here in Nevada County, where
Truckee has also been recognized. After five years we
have recently recieved redesignation for both of our
districts and an opportunity to advocate for those artists
and culture bearers in our community, without whom our
home would not be the special place we know it is to live,
work, and play.

Our friend, Assemblymember Tasha Boerner, who came
to visit us along with Senator Ben Alan this past October
as the kick off to their Cultural District Tour has put AB
812 “Pro-Artist Affordable Housing” before the Senate.
This bill was informed by the time she spent listening to
our needs and concerns as a Cultural District, echoed by
the other districts on the tour.

Here we are at the beginning of the Cultural District tour
at ‘Uba Seo with Nevada City Rancheria Nisenan Tribal
Spokesperson Shelly Covert, along with City Council and
Chambers representatives from both Grass Valley and
Nevada City.

AB 812 would allow our twin city cultural district to
authorize up to 10% of its very low, low, or moderate-
income housing for eligible artists within or within one-
half mile from a state-designated cultural district or within
a locally designated cultural district. Please send this
quick letter to your CA Senator urging their support for
AB 812. Today is the last day to sign and submit your
letter.

EVERY CA SENATOR NEEDS TO HEAR FROM US - This
action is a chance to tell our stories, educate our
legislators and build public will for supporting the arts. It's
critical that our senators understand the urgent need for
affordable housing for artists and cultural leaders and
how beneficial cultural districts are. It’s merely a click
away and we know your voice lends weight.

Interview with Grass
Valley City Manager - Tim

Kiser
Tim Kiser, City Manager of Grass Valley, and a key partner
with Nevada County Arts Council for the Grass Valley-
Nevada City Cultural District, took a moment to talk with
us about the revitalization of the downtown area.
Appointed in 2017 by City Council, Kiser is responsible
for implementing and carrying out laws and policies
adopted by City Council, supervising operations and
directing departments and services.

Tim Kiser moved here in 2000 with his wife and took a job
with the city in 2005 as City Engineer and eventually took
over as Director of Public Works. Since then they’ve
raised two children and have been dedicated to the city
they know and love, wanting to create a downtown area
that serves both businesses and the community. “We love
the city and people of Grass Valley. It’s a very different
vibe where you can walk down the street and stop to
have a conversation. You don’t get that in the larger
cities,” said Kiser.

Responsible for overseeing the renovations that took
place on Mill Street over the last few years, we wanted to
get his vision for the new community gathering space.

Project Background
In June 2020, the City of Grass Valley temporarily closed
one block of Mill Street to create public space as a
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The closure was
extended and expanded in September and again in
January 2021 to encompass the two blocks of Mill Street
between Main Street and Neal.

Public response to the temporary closure was positive -
out of about 1,400 residents who responded to an online
survey, 76% indicated that they were in favor of making
the temporary closure permanent. Residents appreciated
the increased safety, the sense of community, the family-
friendly environment, and the potential for cultural
tourism.

Partnering with Atlas Labs to design and implement the
renovations, the City of Grass Valley sought input from
community members and business stakeholders
throughout the process.

“The biggest challenge we faced was the weather,” Kiser
shared, “between SnowMagedon and the rain it took
much longer than expected and set us back. Thankfully
our contractor was able to make up the time. It was
important to us to maintain and keep business open
without compounding the impacts of Covid.”

Where We are Now
Just in time for the upcoming Locals for Locals event,
presented by the Grass Valley Chamber on August 27th,
the downtown renovations are complete.

“All of us want the same thing - to create a thriving
community that people want to visit, live and work in. We
want to support our downtown buisnesses as well as
provide a space for the community that our city has
lacked,” reflects Kaiser. “Most communities have a town
square, or a central focal point. We had an opportunity to
recreate the historic town square, one that Grass Valley
used to have but lost when the freeway was put in. So it’s
putting back in place something that was already there.”
A gathering place for the community to grow and flourish.

Thank you, Tim Kiser, for taking time out of your busy
schedule to share your passion for Grass Valley, it’s
people and your vision for community with us. We’re
looking forward to the many events to be hosted in this
lovely new community space.

Honey of the Heart
August 20, 4:00pm - 7:00pm

Miners Foundry | Patio Stage
As part of the Miners Foundry free Live Music - Local
Artists Series, join Justin Ancheta and Maren Metke from
Honey of the Heart. The dynamic Grass Valley duo are
the driving force behind a project that is even sweeter
than it sounds. Honey of the Heart is an ambrosial mix of
musical interpretations influenced by folk, soul, roots and
world/flamenco styles.

Internationally acclaimed touring musician Justin Ancheta
is a guitarist, vocalist, multi instrumentalist, joined forces
with Maren Metke, who is a vocalist, songwriter and
instrumentalist performing across the US and India. Both
strong composers & performers, they tour as a duo as
well as full band.

Built upon a repertoire of uplifting original material, they
join together with other phenomenal musicians to create
in an organic state of symbiosis. Many of their songs
come forth like ancient incantations, casting angelic
spells on all in their path. Honey of the Heart weaves
soaring harmonies and hypnotic polyrhythms into an
alchemical semblance of groove intended for dancing,
rejoicing and blissful recalibration.

Locals for Locals
~ Celebrating

Cultural Heritage

Featuring the 3rd
Annual Love Walk!

Sunday, August 27
10:00am - 4:00pm

Mill Street
Downtown Grass Valley

“Locals For Locals is the Grass Valley
Downtown Foundation’s inaugural event
series with each celebration focused on
promoting awareness and positivity
through arts and cultural events. Each of
the three uniquely themed
event highlights under recognized
segments of the community.” ~ Robin
Davies, CEO Grass Valley Chambers of
Commerce

THE EVENTS…..

Each event has a unique theme and is a
celebration of the Arts and Culture in
Western Nevada County. Music and
Makers, Honoring Our Cultural Heritage,
and Celebrating the Creative Community
are the 2023 themes. The Foundation will
partner with local youth organizations,
nonprofits, and individuals, to showcase
non-traditional paths for success in life
and business, cultural preservation, and
the celebration of visual and three-
dimensional arts.

A portion of the profit will be donated to
nonprofits, to send disadvantaged youth
to camps and to provide scholarships.
Your sponsorship donation to our 501C3
Grass Valley Downtown Foundation is
tax deductible.

Bringing our community together through
Love, Music, Art, and FUN! See what we
have planned for this year.

The Foundation’s first event on August
27th is a celebration of the community’s
Cultural Heritage. In partnership with
Creating Community Beyond Bias, local
youth organizations, and individuals, the
event will feature the 3rd Annual Love
Walk!

Beginning at 10:00am
“Welcome” - Mayor Jan Arbuckle

Blessing - Shelly Covert, spokesperson
for the Nevada City Rancheria Nisenan
Tribe

“Opening Remarks” - Jamal Walker,
Organizer and Community

“Love Walk” Begins at 10:30am

Certified Farmers’ Market

presented by the Grass Valley Downtown Association!

Thursdays from 4:00pm - 7:00pm
Mill Street, Grass Valley

The Certified Farmers Market presents a variety of
seasonal produce: stone fruits, summer vegetables,
berries, micro greens, mushrooms, and flowers presented
by Robertson Family Farms, Dhillon Farms, Yoon Chao’s
Farm, and Gray’s Microgreens with more farmers joining
us each week!

Hot Food and Craft Vendors are on hand to round out the
market. For a nibble or a nosh, weekly you’ll find Italian
Brothers Woodfire Pizza, New York Hot Dogs, Gold Rush
Cookie Company, and Made With Love ready to sate
your hunger and satisfy your cravings!

The Olive Groove is on hand with its exquisite Oil and
Vinegar collection, Spice it Up for seasonings to delight
your palette, and an array of craft vendors.

MUSIC sponsored by CORK 49 – every week a talented
local artist provides musical entertainment!

OPEN During the Market:

Corvus Bakery with organic and gluten-free offerings,
Avanguardia Wine Tasting Room with splendid award-
winning wines, Mint, Good-Times, Cork 49, J. Breuer
Clothing, Crystal Empire Gems, Evans Furniture, Gary’s
Place and the Del Oro Theater

Artists’ Spotlight:
Evangelina Don

We took a moment to talk with local artist Eva Don, from
Argentina. She has been living in Nevada County for the
past four years. Eva Don is a textile aritst that works with
natural dyes, plant colors, and botanical prints. “I explore
colors and organic shapes and compositions, I love to
draw with fabric too, making abstract/geometrical free-
style quilt art.” Don shared with us, “I’m growing a big
part of the dye material I use in my work this year.”

We asked Eva Don at what point in her life did she realize
her calling to be an artist. “As far as my memory goes, I
was always creating and exploring materials, always
investigating how things were made and working with my
hands,” she shares. “Textiles have been strongly present
since my childhood, my two grandmothers were knitters
and made their own clothes. My mom too, a pedal
sewing machine was a common view.”

Eva Don has been exploring different textile arts for nearly
18 years. Working with fabric collage, quilting, clothes
making, leather work and finally finding natural dyes in
2012.

When asked about inspiration and process Eva Don had
to laugh at her own response. “Nature inspired me so
original, right?…” she chuckled. “I’m passionate about
plants and herbs, about being able to harvest your own
medicine, food or colors. Being outdoors in nature,
listening, smelling, observing, life!” The activitiy and
aliveness of the natural world seems to fuel her creativity
and spark her imagination.

“When I found out about plant dyes I was so amazed! I
embarked on a deep dive into this alchemists world of
plants, colors and textiles.”

Eva Don’s creative process is is affected by the space in
which she creates. Sometimes it’s the flow of being in her
workshop surrounded by tools of the trade and elements
of her craft. Sometimes the creative space is a mental
place, a piece of paper and pen to capture thoughts and
images. “That someday will become something or not.
When I’m doing my art I want to do more, it’s the doing
that inspires me.”

Being surrounded by art, nature, and creative people
inspires her, and that is reflected in the work she creates.

One of our favorite questions to ask our artist spotlight is
what they’re most proud of. It invites pause for self
reflection and can give us a glimpse into some parts of
the artist that we might not know otherwise. “I’m proud of
the courage and the strength to be doing my art,” she
shares. “Showing it and talking about it in a far away
country, learning a different culture, with a different
language, all while I’m raising a precious daughter.”

We asked Eva Don what she loves best about our
creative community. “I’m just coming out of an
immigration and motherhood bubble, and I’m feeling
welcome and appreciated in the creative community. I
think this is an inspiring place where art, in all its forms, is
all around us, and is part of our daily routine. I love that
the creative community is really active, and making things
happen.”

We wanted to know what’s next for Eva Don, she shared
she is planning a few Botanical Printing Workshops for
the fall. “A relaxed class where you can come and
experience the magic of plant and flower printing. I want
everyone to experience the magic when you take your
piece out of the dyeing pot, it’s a Christmas feeling every
time.”

Ms. Don plans to be working on her online presence, her
website and e-commerce, and would like to get more
involved in the creative community. When asked waht the
future holds she responded, “maybe some collaboration
with other artists, will see what universe brings. I will be
listening to how the leaves start to fall.”

Yuyo Hues Textile Studio is the name of Eva Don’s
budding business. Yuyo means herb, a medicinal herb in
Quechua - the Inca language in her homeland of
Argentina. “We use the word yuyo to refer to any kind of
herb, grass or weed. That’s why I named my project Yuyo
Hues, because of the hues that you can get from yuyos.”

You can find Eva Don’s work at the Nevada City Farmers
Market every saturday morning, and she is looking
forward to participating in other markets too, when the
time is right. Her instagram, where she is working to
update new pieces, products and videos of the process is
@Yuyohues and her website (still under construction) is
www.yuyohues.com

The Nevada City Film Festival Presents:

WATCH AND
WONDER

August 25th – 27th
Workshops throughout the
day and Films at 7:00 pm

Nevada Theatre,
401 Broad Street

Watch & Wonder is a 3-day Mini-Fest for
the Young and Young at Heart, featuring
programming that inspires a sense of
awe through the magic of film, dance,
puppetry, and more.

WORKSHOPS – Free, Capacity limited to
50. Kids under 10 must be accompanied
by an adult. Pre-registration required.
Please arrive 15 minutes prior to each
workshop.

TICKETS for Evening Fantasy Features,
$8/GA. Doors 6:30 pm, Film 7:00 pm

(((folkYEAH!))) presents:

https://fb.me/e/6XIfRLHzF
https://www.nevadacountyarts.org/art-in-public-spaces?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=64dd267756fe69740e47e1f1&ss_email_id=64df8ea4a8f2162b1f64c915&ss_campaign_name=Mid+August+GVNC+Culture+Connection&ss_campaign_sent_date=2023-08-18T15%3A31%3A38Z
https://secure.everyaction.com/o8qjCm9xqk-WrqtcOmPORg2
https://www.cityofgrassvalley.com/post/city-manager
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https://downtowngrassvalley.com/gvda-events/locals-for-locals-celebrating-cultural-heritage/#:~:text=What%20is%20Locals%20for%20Locals%3F%201%20THE%20EVENTS%E2%80%A6..,Love%20Walk%202022%E2%80%99s%20Events%2C%20Entertainment%2C%20and%20Moments%20
https://downtowngrassvalley.com/gvda-events/locals-for-locals-celebrating-cultural-heritage/#:~:text=What%20is%20Locals%20for%20Locals%3F%201%20THE%20EVENTS%E2%80%A6..,Love%20Walk%202022%E2%80%99s%20Events%2C%20Entertainment%2C%20and%20Moments%20
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https://www.nevadacountyarts.org/gv-nc-district?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=64dd267756fe69740e47e1f1&ss_email_id=64df8ea4a8f2162b1f64c915&ss_campaign_name=Mid+August+GVNC+Culture+Connection&ss_campaign_sent_date=2023-08-18T15%3A31%3A38Z
https://secure.everyaction.com/o8qjCm9xqk-WrqtcOmPORg2
https://atlaslab.com/work/mill-street-pedestrian-plaza/
http://www.yuyohues.com/


All My Relations
Featuring works by Ruth Morgan and Janet Clinger

The Granucci Gallery at The Center for the Arts
Grass Valley, CA

Opening Reception: Friday, August 25, 2023 • 5 - 7pm
Panel Discussion: Friday, September 29, 2023 • 5 - 7pm

Exhibition Dates: August 25 - September 30, 2023
ALL MY RELATIONS is an acknowledgement of the vital relationship that humans
have with other living beings and our ancient evolutionary connection. The
implication is that humans have an obligation to preserve and protect, as well as
understand, our fellow beings as not only are we related, but our future well-being
is forever linked together. As the ecological balance becomes increasingly fragile
due to human activity, it becomes crucial for us to re-connect and learn from other
animal species as humans did in the past. And, as Thomas Edison said so
eloquently, "Until we stop harming other living beings, we are still savages."

Historian, Janet Clinger, and photographer, Ruth Morgan developed and created
ALL MY RELATIONS: an exhibit, book comprised of photographs and interviews
of staff members and volunteers from select Northern California animal
rescue/rehabilitation organizations, to highlight their unique ability to create a
reciprocal, empathic connection with animals. In the case of those organizations
which rehabilitate and release wild animals, we will explore their ability to develop
a deep understanding of the nature of the animals and what they need to survive
after release.

The exhibit, which will travel in Northern California, will not only raise pertinent
ethical questions and concerns regarding our relationship with animals, but will
highlight the work of the participating organizations. Exhibit subjects will be
available at each venue to engage audiences in a discussion regarding the
significance of their work for the future well-being of all living creatures and the
planet we all call home.
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tUnE-yArDs & Os
Mutantes

Wednesday, August 23
Doors: 7:00pm|
Show: 8:00pm

The Center For The Arts,
Grass Valley

tUnE-yArDs is the American, Oakland,
California–based music project of Merrill
Garbus and Nate Brenner. Garbus's
music draws from an eclectic variety of
sources and utilizes elements such as
loop pedals, ukulele, vocals, and lo-fi
percussion. tUnE-yArDs' 2011 album
Whokill was ranked the number one
album of that year in The Village Voice's
annual Pazz and Jop critics’ poll.

Os Mutantes are an influential Brazilian
rock band that were linked with the
Tropicália movement, a dissident musical
movement during the Brazilian
dictatorship of the late 1960s. The band
is considered to be one of the main
groups of Brazilian rock. Heavily
influenced by Anglo-American
psychedelic pop, they bridged Brazilian
sensibilities together with studio trickery,
feedback, distortion, and musique
concrète. They released their now-
acclaimed self-titled debut album in
1968.

Get tickets here.

ISHI, THE LAST YAHI
Wednesday, August 23rd, 7:00pm

Nevada Theatre, 401 Broad Street
Ishi, the Last Yahi begins in 1492 when there were more
than ten million Native Americans in North America. By
1910, their numbers had been reduced to fewer than
300,000. In California, massacres of Indians in the 1860s
and 1870s had nearly exterminated the Native peoples in
the state. Therefore the sudden appearance in northern
California in 1911 of Ishi, “the last wild Indian in North
America,” stunned the nation. For more than 40 years,
Ishi had lived in hiding with a tiny band of survivors. When
he walked into the white man’s world, he was the last
Yahi Indian alive.

Join us in celebrating the 30th anniversary of the premiere
of “Ishi, the Last Yahi” as we honor the legacy of Ishi and
the Yahi people.

Tickets are $15 and available: HERE

Presented by Nevada County Association of Realtors®

Battle of the Bands
A BENEFIT FOR BRIGHT FUTURES FOR YOUTH

Thursday, August 24, 2023
Doors: 5:00pm | Show: 6:00pm

The Center for the Arts, Grass Valley
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