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Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the events, stories, and people of our community

STAY SAFE.   STAY STRONG.   STAY CREATIVE.

Buy Handmade for Mother's Day -
Shopping with Artists Initiative

Shopping with Artists is an initiative of Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District and
Truckee Cultural District, led by Nevada County Arts Council in collaboration with
partners, including and Truckee Arts Alliance. Shopping with Artists provides you with a
fabulous online shopping experience and supports local professional artists and our local
creative economy. Consider shopping locally for Mother's Day this year on Sunday, May
9.

If you are an artist wishing to be featured, please visit our Call to Artists page here, and
follow the instructions on how to join our Shopping with Artists Initiative.

Image of custom cutting board with handwritten recipe by Cara Battino of Sliced Creative
Design.

Welcome Mark Salinas - Arts Administrator for
Truckee Arts Alliance

Mark Salinas joined us in April as the new Arts Administrator for the Truckee Arts Alliance.
Mark will provide coordination, content, and advocacy in promoting the Truckee Cultural
District while serving as a liaison to the Nevada County Arts Council and Grass Valley-
Nevada City Cultural District on county-wide arts master plan development and future
collaboration initiatives.

For nearly two decades, Salinas has served in a variety of leadership roles in the public,
private, and nonprofit sectors relating to arts and culture. He served as the founding
Director of Arts & Culture for Carson City, Nevada where he authored a new municipal
public art policy; researched, wrote, and administered state and federal grants; created
new municipal grants for cultural organizations; curated a new municipal art collection;
unveiled a new City Hall art gallery; and spearheaded DEI representation onto its Cultural
Commission.

His endeavors to achieve cultural equity have been recognized on a state and national
level. In 2019 the Nevada Humanities, a state council affiliated with the National
Endowment for the Humanities, honored his cross-sector inclusion efforts with their Rising
Star Award. Months later, he was invited as the first Latino from Nevada to attend the
National Association of Latino Arts and Cultures Leadership Institute in San Antonio,
Texas.  
Mark resides in Reno, Nevada where he provides public art consulting, creative content,
and program management for clients including Forecast Public Art (MN), Smart Growth
America (DC), and the Town of Truckee (CA). Salinas currently serves as a board member
for Art Spot Reno, the City of Reno Arts & Culture Commission, the Pioneer Center for the
Performing Arts, the Nevada Arts Council, and Americans for the Arts Public Art Network
Advisory Council. Please join us in welcoming Mark to the Nevada County community!

2022 Wild & Scenic Film Festival -
Call for Entries

A production of the South Yuba River Citizens League (SYRCL), Wild & Scenic Film
Festival showcases environmental and adventure films that illustrate the earth’s beauty,
the challenges facing our planet, and the work communities are doing to protect the
environment. Through these films, Wild & Scenic both informs people about the state of
the world and inspires them to take action. The 20th annual event will occur January
13-17, 2022 in Nevada City and Grass Valley, CA. Film submissions are being accepted
through August 24th. Learn more and submit your film here>>

In Memory of Al Young

As we say farewell to National Poetry Month in Nevada County, we also acknowledge the
death of Al Young on April 17 at age 81. Young was the California Poet Laureate from
2005 to 2008. We have fond memories of Al from when he joined us for the inaugural
Sierra Poetry Festival. Al was an acclaimed poet, teacher, and jazz musician often
acknowledged for his warmth of heart and sense of humor. You can read more about Al
and his life here and here. 

Image of Dana Gioia with Al Young at the Sierra Poetry Festival. Courtesy of the Bookhaven blog.

Nevada County Transit Bus Wrap Design
Deadline Extended to May 14th

Nevada County Transit Services is inviting proposals from artist(s) for original artwork as
part of a Transit rebranding project, and subsequent brand awareness campaign,
supported by Nevada County Arts Council.

Artists are encouraged to create a visual representation of their “version” of Nevada
County in the form of a design which will be displayed using the “canvas” of the Transit
Services Division fleet of eleven buses in the form of a single vinyl bus wrap.

The submission deadline has been extended to May 14, 2021. Learn more here>>

UPCOMING EVENTS

Animal Place's Mother's Day Virtual Tour &
Tea Party - May 1st

Animal Place will be hosting a fun virtual tour and tea event on May 1st at 12:00
pm. The event will include a tour with some of the rescued residents, fun games, rescue
stories, and a time to drink tea with your loved ones! If you love cows and pigs you won't
want to miss it!

Founded in 1989, Animal Place is one of the oldest and largest sanctuaries for farmed
animals in the country. Nestled on 600-acres in Grass Valley, CA, Animal Place provides
refuge to hundreds of neglected farmed animals. All event proceeds will go towards the
care of the residents at Animal Place, including medical expenses, cost of hay, chicken
feed, pig feed, and more. 

Saturday, May 1, 12:00pm
Tickets $20

Nevada City Summer Farmers Market
Returns May 1st

Saturday, May 1 marks the first Nevada City Farmers Market of the summer season.
Held on the first Saturday of the month, the market is a community hub featuring fresh
and local food and artisan products from local artists, farms and food purveyors. There’s
live music all day and plenty of space to kick your feet up with your family and friends.
Learn more about the 2021 vendors here>>

First Saturdays - May 1 to December 18 - 8:30am-1pm
Masks required. See here for COVID-19 operating protocols.
Location: DA/Three Forks Parking Lot off Union St. in Downtown Nevada City

"Colorful and Historic Buildings of Nevada County"
Opening May 1st 

The Nevada County Camera Club  is presenting a new exhibit— “Colorful and Historic
Buildings of Nevada County” — opening on Saturday, May 1 at Nevada City Picture
Framing and Restoration. The show includes 25 images of buildings located
throughout the county. 

“This show celebrates the historic, dramatic and often quirky architecture of the county,”
said Ellen Davis, gallery exhibit coordinator for the Nevada County Camera Club, in a
press release. “When you’ve lived here for a long time, or anywhere really, you may take
your surroundings for granted. We hope that this show will encourage us all to see these
wonderful buildings with new eyes.”

View the exhibit during opening hours through July 19th at: 
Nevada City Picture Framing and Restoration
571 Searls Ave., Nevada City
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday - Noon to 5 p.m.
Saturday - 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Image: “Wild Skies Grass Valley 3” by Rachel Rosenthal

In Conversation with Robert X Trent: Economic
Resurgence in Nevada County - May 2nd

The Center for the Arts "In Conversation" series will feature a virtual discussion with
Sierra Commons Founder and Executive Director, Richard X Trent, on Sunday, May
2nd at 4pm. The conversation will explore opportunities for western Nevada County to
grow, the foundational role small business plays in our local economy, and how we can
gracefully transition away from necessity entrepreneurship and extractive business
practices. The event is free to members and public tickets are $10

Poet Laureate Passing of the Laurels Ceremony
May 5th

Join Sierra Poetry Festival and Nevada County Arts Council in celebrating the two-year
odyssey of Nevada County Poet Laureate Chris Olander, and the appointment of new
poet laureate Kirsten Casey. Kirsten will read from among her forthcoming collection,
and speak to her plans for the year to come in embracing poetry and youth in Nevada
County.

Wednesday, May 5, 5:30-6:30pm
FREE virtual event via Zoom

Virtual Local Creatives Meetup
May 6th 

At May's Creative Meetup on Thursday, May 6th at 5:30pm - 6:30pm, we'll be sharing
important news from the field – relief funding and professional development opportunities
and every possible way to get involved with the important advocacy work that defines our
ongoing work on your behalf. Come with your projects and challenges, and together, let's
get creative.

Our meetups are offered as a partnership between us, you, the Nevada City Film Festival,
and representatives from the Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District, including the
Cities of Grass Valley and Nevada City, our Chambers of Commerce, our Downtown
Association, and Truckee Arts Alliance. 

Looking forward to seeing you AND, don't forget to register in advance then check for a
confirmation email containing a link to join us.

From The Center: Jessica Malone
May 7th

The Center for the Arts presents singer-songwriter Jessica Malone with violinist Giorgi
Khokhobashvili on Friday, May 7th at 7pm. With northern California roots, Malone
blends soulful lyrics with an organic sound that seems to illuminate the landscape itself.
Her voice, accompanied by soaring violin melodies, guides you across terrain of rootsy
folk, rock, jazz, and Americana. Her tone is best described as a blend of Nicki Bluhm, Joni
Mitchell, and a magic all her own. Malone is set to release her fourth album, “The Alley
Avenue Sessions,” this Spring.

Live Broadcast Event
Friday, May 7, 7:00pm
$10 Public, Free to Members

Downtown Grass Valley Second Saturdays
May 8th 

Second Saturdays in downtown Grass Valley are a way to shop local and see what’s
new. From noon to 4pm, merchants will have sales outside, experiences to offer, artists
will do demonstrations, musicians will play, and if it rains, we’ll see you inside the stores.
See here for ArtMap Grass Valley listing all public art. 

This month, Art Works Gallery is hosting a special Mother's Day weekend event. On the
Second Saturday of each month the gallery spotlights artists who demonstrate their art
and style and this month there will be two artists at work from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Dori
Greenbaum, watercolorist and teacher, and Susan Lobb Porter, abstract artist, will
demonstrate painting with mixed media and collage. More info on Art Works Gallery and
the event here>>

Jewelry Soldering 101 at the Curious Forge
May 15th

Join instructor Karen Olsen Ramsey at The Curious Forge jewelry lab in Nevada City, CA
for a hands-on class on Saturday, May 15 from 10am - 4pm. Karen will guide you
through the detailed properties of jewelry-making metals, soldering safety, and multiple
soldering techniques. In this beginner-level class, you will complete several simple
projects and walk away with the skills and confidence to complete more complex projects
in the future. All tools and materials will be provided, and no prior experience is necessary.

Saturday, May 15th, 10am - 4pm
The Curious Forge, 13024 Bitney Spring Rd, Bldg 9, Nevada City.
Cost : $150 PUBLIC  plus $30 materials kit; $128 MEMBER plus $30 materials kit.

North Columbia Schoolhouse Annual Plant Sale &
Flea Market- May 16th

Register for the Annual Plant Sale & Flea Market hosted by the North Columbia
Schoolhouse Cultural Center on Sunday, May 16th from 10am - 3pm. The annual plant
sale and flea market is a great place to get your garden starts, a new treasure for your
home, and to spend a lovely spring afternoon in May. Shoppers can look forward to a
wide variety of plants, second hand treasures as well as local artisan crafts and delicious
food.

Register here by May 8th to reserve your space.
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Nevada County Arts Council has put together a directory of the most current news and
resources for the creative community and the community at large. This directory, which is
updated regularly, includes information about funding, staying connected and virtual
entertainment opportunities, including:

Funding for organizations
Funding for individual artists
Virtual entertainment from around the globe in all disciplines - including dance, film,
kids activities, literary arts, music, podcasts, theatre, and the visual arts
Staying connected via the best of social media
Arts education
Preparedness in the arts and for creative businesses
State and local government updates
Arts advocacy
Artist calls for Nevada County Artists in all disciplines
Calendar of both virtual and place-bound events

#GVNCCulturalDistrict on Instagram

Grass Valley-Nevada City is one of 14 districts selected by The California Arts Council to
serve as California's inaugural state-designated Cultural Districts. Each one of us is an
ambassador of our community, so please help us celebrate our heritage and the
people, places, traditions and events that contribute to the quality of life here by
sharing your photos on Instagram with #GVNCCulturalDistrict. 

Follow these local artists and businesses who are already sharing their images and video:
(Click on the name to view their Instagram page or website; click on the image to view
that specific photo on Instagram.)

@jorielynne

@nancymintz
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