
NEVADA COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL

Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the events, stories, and people of our community

Monthly Arts Council 
CREATIVES MEETUP

Join us today, June 1st from 5:00-7:00pm

Nevada City Film Festival HQ
110 Union St, Nevada City

Join us today at Nevada City Film Festival’s HQ as we celebrate the start of its 23rd
season. Recently ranked #9 in USA Today’s 10 Best Film Festivals in the US, and
included in the "Coolest Film Festivals in the US" by Moviemaker Magazine, you wont
want to miss this meetup.

You can expect a behind the scenes look at what it takes to make a leading film
festival, homegrown right here in Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District, as well as
a sneak peak at some of the films, workshops, filmmakers, and producers retreats
being considered. Meet festival directors and other professionals working in the media
arts.

Each month we meet at a new location to serve artists, our creative workforce and our
community in the Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District. Our Creatives Meetups
are a great way to make connections, share ideas, and get inspired.

Nevada City Film Festival’s offices are at at the end of Union Alley, between Nourish
Sushi and Mi Pueblo Taqueria, on the first floor.

20+ artists in shops | live music & performances | vendors | special activities

An exuberant evening of art in the shops
and on the streets

June 2, July 7, & August 4, 2023
6:00-9:00pm

Nevada City’s thriving arts community comes alive during First Friday Artwalk.
Local artisan boutiques, shops, wine tasting rooms and eateries feature local
artists at live events throughout the evening. The event showcases both
established and emerging artists, creating space for engagement between artist
and art lover. In addition to the festivities happening inside businesses, there will
be live music and performances on the streets, live art demos, and a small
selection of curated arts vendors.

Pick up a map from any of the participating businesses to guide you to the various
locations located throughout downtown Nevada City. Additionally, all participants
will have signs in their window to help direct you. The event is free and open to all
ages to attend. Make a fun evening out of strolling through town, getting a bite to
eat, and visiting the participating locations. Many businesses offer refreshments
and specials throughout the night.

This year the Nevada County Arts Council is pleased to announce we will be
participating. Our office at 100 N. Pine Street will be open to you, the public, and
to our arts community. We will be keeping our doors open late to show you how to
create a profile on our Artists Directory, sign up to be an Arts Council member, find
out about the many ways we support the arts in our community, along with
providing snacks, light refreshments, and entertainment throughout the evening.

If you are an artist interested in participating, please sign up on the Nevada City
Chamber of Commerce website to join their curated list. They provide this list to
participating business venues who are seeking artists to feature in their shops for
the event. Artists may be selected at any time during this 3 month period. Signing-
up for the list does not guarantee selection.

Use this link to sign-up.

Artist Spotlight: Mira Clark
This past month we sat down with Nevada County local Mira Clark to talk process,
inspiration, and our creative community.  We wanted to start with this quote from
her website. “Art is among the most innately human abilities we possess. It is a
gateway to the imagination, unlocking vistas of possibility and providing a vital
bridge to understanding in the face of adversity. Through art, we tap into the
deepest aspects of our shared humanity, forging connections that transcend
barriers. Art speaks to our deeper self, offering us a glimpse of what is possible
when we open our hearts and minds to one another. As we create and consume
art, we transcend the boundaries that separate us, discovering new perspectives
and forging meaningful connections.” It comes as no surprise then that she’s
dedicated herself to coordinating and organizing the Visibility Through Art initiative
— a collaboration between Nevada City artists and the Nevada City Rancheria
Nisenan Tribe — over the last six years.

When asked what she’s most proud of, this collaboration with the Nisenan and
their non-profit organization the California Heritage: Indigenous Research Project
(CHIRP) is what she spoke to. Facilitating opportunities for art to be a powerful
connection point for local artists to engage intimately with the Tribe. “Using art as
a means of social change and raising awareness has been the culmination of my
undergraduate work and the fulfillment of one of my greatest passions in life -
building bridges through art and harnessing its power to impact the hearts and
minds of humanity… Getting to work with the local Tribe is both a privilege and
uniquely humbling experience.”

Mira Clark calls herself an eclectic artist, fostered by growing up with creative and
supportive family members that nurtured her talents, she realized her calling at an
early age. This same explorative and eclectic nature can be seen in the range of
mediums she works with and inspirations she draws from. “I take great pleasure in
the process of repurposing materials and frames, often allowing their unique color
and style to guide my creative direction.” She also credits the natural world, the
breathtaking landscapes of her Nevada County home, as a muse she often returns
to, one that is full of endless possibilities. Clark also has a deep appreciation for
myth and story. This can be seen in her use of visual medium to convey story,
ones that are relevant to contemporary issues that affect us all, such as social
justice, climate crisis, and environmental concerns.

We wanted to know what’s next for Ms. Clark and are excited to share she is
engaged in developing a new personal art series. She continues to collaborate
with Shelly Covert and the Nevada City Ranchera Nisenan Tribe to curate and
create the next exhibit at ‘Uba Seo: Nisenan Arts and Culture which opened this
past month. To learn more about Mira Clark, her art, or to book a commission
check out her website www.existinspired.com.

Music in the Mountains Presents:
Opening Night in the Garden with

Rogue Music Project

Saturday, June 17th, 5:30pm

Catered Dinner at Nyumbani, a private residence

Rogue Music Project (RMP) is a collective specializing in opera and classical
music on the fringe. RMP creates adventurous productions that push artistic
boundaries and break genre rules in order to reinvigorate the concert and theater-
going experience. Its RMP’s mission to entertain and enlighten audiences —
creating an atmosphere of music, art, and fellowship.
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A special screening of

Chinatown Rising
and a conversation with filmmakers

Harry Chuck & Josh Cuck

Sunday, June 11th at
7:00pm

The Nevada Theatre, Nevada City

One night only screening of Chinatown
Rising, a documentary film about the
Asian-American Movement from the
perspective of the young residents on
the front lines of their historic
neighborhood in transition.

A portion of proceeds will go to the
Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra
(CATS) Cultural Enrichment Program.

More information and tickets available
here.

Rough and Ready
Secession Day Chili

Cook-off

Downtown Rough and 
Ready

Sunday, June 4
8:00am-2:30pm

After a three year hiatus the annual 
Secession Day Chili Cook-off is back!The 
day begins with a FREE Firefighter's 
Breakfast in the Fire House, sponsored 
by the Rough and Ready Grange. 
Donations, gratefully accepted will be 
split between the Grange and the Fire 
Dept. Meanwhile, Chili Chefs from 
around the area begin cooking their 
special concoctions.

Guests can purchase $5 Tasting Kits at 
11am and begin tasting at noon, voting 
for their favorite chili along with the 
judges.

Music featuring Brandon Dannals as well 
as The PK and Pray Band, plus an open 
mic, Blacksmith demonstrations in the 
historic Fippin Blacksmith Shop, a variety 
of vendors and crafters, additional food 
options from the local Grange, beer from 
Bullmastiff Brewery, Ice Cream treats 
from Coco's Lazy Dog, raffles, souvenir 
sales, and more...it's fun for the whole 
family! And all proceeds benefit the Fire 
Dept, the Grange and the Chamber.

For more information visit the Rough and 
Ready Chamber of Commerce website 
here.

Thursday Night
Markets are back!

June 8th, 15th, & 22nd
6:00-9:00pm

This year the event is being held in the T:
Mill Street from Neal to West Main Street,
and West Main Street from South Church
Street to South Auburn Street.

The Grass Valley Thursday Night Market
brings local and regional community
downtown to walk, browse, talk, and
meet friends and neighbors, all in a
historic and colorful setting.

What will you find at the Downtown
Grass Valley Thursday Night Markets?

This first Thursday Night Market will
feature the Outlaws & Angels Band. Each
Thursday hosts fabulous shops and
restaurants, fun and entertainment. This
wonderful community event includes a
certified Farmer’s Market – and a whole
lot more! Things like arts, crafts, food,
dance, and the ever-popular music
series, fresh flowers and produce at the
farmers’ market, unique gifts, and crafts,
not to mention locally brewed beverages,
street food, and kettle corn ─ hope to
see you there!

ArtWorks Gallery
Second Saturday with
David Mooney

Saturday, June 10
1:00-4:00pm

113 Mill St, Grass Valley
Landscape painter David Mooney will
demonstrate his oil painting process.
Bringing sketches and color studies to
show how a painting develops.

“My goal as an artist is to create a
special place for the viewer. When
someone stands in front of one of my
paintings I want the world to go away,
leaving them in a place of peaceful
solitude where they can commune with
God or nature, free from human
distractions. This isn't a feeling of being
alone, but of being in the presence of
something greater than themselves.”

Learn more about David Mooney on his
website.

KVMR 45th Birthday
Brunch & Celebration

Sunday, June 11, 10:30am - 2:00pm

The Miners Foundry
325 Spring St, Nevada City

This June, for Pride Month and the week before Father’s
Day, KVMR plans to celebrate this chapter of their history
and their 45th birthday, by paying respects to two of their
founding fathers, David Osborn & Charles Woods. They’re
hosting a brunch at the Miners Foundry (just like Osborn
and Woods did!) with mimosas, a full bar, piano music,
drag queen hostesses, luxurious raffle prizes, and they
hope “THE WHOLE TOWN can join in, just like the old
days.” Come celebrate Nevada County history with Pride,
in solidarity with LGBTQ+ folks who make up the rich
tapestry of community. We all have a seat at the table.
Happy Father’s Day to Osborn/Woods, and happy
birthday to KVMR — 45 years of making our community a
better, more informed, more inclusive, and more fun place
to be.

Tickets to the brunch are limited — we hope you can
make it!  This is a fundraiser for KVMR.

Sip'n Song

Saturday, July 8, 2023

5:00pm - 8:30pm
Pioneer Park, Nevada City

Come out for high-powered fun with
great music, dancing, raffles, face-
painting for kids and adults, and an
evening of community to support of
theSierra Master Chorale! Bring your own
picnic (no outside alcohol allowed) and
chairs or blankets. 

Food and beverages will be available
from:

Grass Valley Brewery (keg beer,
wine, soft drinks)
CoCo's Lazy Dog
Confectioners (treats!)

The outdoor concert will feature two
bands that include SMC members: Then
Again plays the music of the Beatles,
Joni Mitchell, Simon & Garfunkel, Carole
King, Fleetwood Mac, The Beach Boys,
and more from the late 50s to the early
80s. Sons of Boogie offers a great
variety of rockin’ blues and favorite hits
from the past. With smooth vocal
harmonies and high energy stage antics,
getting you up and dancing is their prime
objective!

For more information and to buy tickets
visit InConcert Sierra’s website here.

Speaker Series:
Stacey Guill presents
Mary Hallock Foote -
The Journey West

Wednesday, June 14th at
4pm
The historic North Star House of Grass
Valley invites you to join them in
welcoming Stacey Guill, PhD, and author
of “The Stone House in the Cañon”. This
book details the Boise home of Arthur
and Mary Hallock Foote, the first
residents of The North Star House.

Stacey Guill earned her Master’s Degree
in English from Boise State and her Ph.D.
in Literature and Criticism from Indiana
University of Pennsylvania. Her
beautifully crafted and uniquely designed
book tells of the Footes’ life in Boise,
Idaho, where Arthur had a vision of
creating a canal system that would one
day serve to irrigate the entire Boise
Valley.

Book signing to follow. For more
information and to purchase tickets visit
The North Star House website here.

23rd Annual Nevada
City Film Festival

June 23 - 25, 2023
Since 2001, the Nevada City Film
Festival (NCFF) has brought top
independent film, music and comedy,
along with attracting thousands of
attendees, international filmmakers, and
industry guests to the historic town of
Nevada City, California. Nevada City is
known for its sophisticated and
supportive arts and cultural scene, and
makes screening a film here a positive,
encouraging and exciting experience.

Festival Tickets are available here.

NCFF is often referred to as the
“Sundance of the Sierra” for its emphasis
on fiercely independent cinema that
showcases innovative, progressive and
exciting new voices in film. In 2023
ranked #9 by the USA Today 10 Best
Film Festivals in the US and included in
the "Coolest Film Festivals in the US" by
Moviemaker Magazine.

Other offerings include their beloved and
family friendly “Movies Under the Pines”
taking places in the Pioneer Park Band
Shell each summer. An outdoor cinema

https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?actions=4&p=1
https://www.facebook.com/events/1834418476920938?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5B%5D%7D
https://www.nevadacitychamber.com/art-walk-artist-form/
https://www.kvmr.org/kvmr-event/kvmr-celebrates-45th-birthday-with-big-brunch-celebration/
https://www.inconcertsierra.org/sip-n-song-2023
https://www.existinspired.com/
https://www.existinspired.com/
https://musicinthemountains.org/event/opening-night-in-the-garden/
https://www.roguemusicproject.com/
http://catsweb.org/
https://prod5.agileticketing.net/websales/pages/info.aspx?epguid=4663df1e-d1fe-40bf-80db-8442b3bd748a&evtinfo=305472~b6dcee6f-87ac-46ce-a0cd-1ecffecd15d7
http://www.roughandreadychamber.com/secession-days.html
https://www.davidmooneyart.com/
https://www.kvmr.org/kvmr-event/kvmr-celebrates-45th-birthday-with-big-brunch-celebration/
https://www.inconcertsierra.org/sip-n-song-2023
https://thenorthstarhouse.org/speaker-series-mary-hallock-foote-the-journey-west/
https://nevadacityfilmfestival.com/festival/tickets/


Copyright © 2022 Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District, All rights reserved.
You've received this email because your are interested in the arts, culture and

people of Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District. You can unsubscribe at any
time.

Our mailing address is:

Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District
PO Box 1833

Nevada City, CA 95959-1833

NEVADACOUNTYARTS.ORG

Nevada County Arts Council, 128 E Main St,, Grass Valley, CA 95945, United States

Unsubscribe

Shell each summer. An outdoor cinema
experience for the entire family at the
Pioneer Park Bandshell in Nevada City.
Enjoy Classics, Cult Films, and Family
Favorites on their 32-Foot Screen -
Nevada County’s largest outdoor screen!

Gates open at 7:30:pm and the films will
begin at Sunset (around 8:30pm).

Tickets $8/Per Person or $30/Per Family
(four people).

127th Cherry Festival
Parade

June 24, 10:00am - 5:00pm

North San Juan Community
Center

This annual event is a beloved tradition in
the North San Juan community, and they
can't wait to celebrate another year of
cherries, fun, and festivities with you.

The parade starts at 10:00am and runs
until 10:30am. They invite everyone to
participate in the parade, whether you're
a performer, have a decorated bike or
pet and human companion, or want to
showcase your creative vehicle float, art
car, vintage auto, or other category.

To participate, please fill out the
registration form in the event description
and submit it by June 14th. It can be
found on their event page here.

Those who are interested in vending are
invited to send them an email at
NSJCommunityCenter@gmail.com or
give a call or a text at (530) 522-8205.

“We hope you'll join us for a morning of
fun, community spirit, and cherry-
themed delights. Don't forget to wear
your best red and pink attire to show
your support for the North San Juan
Cherry Festival!”

The Stone House
Presents:
Gold Can’t Love You
Back
Opening this weekend!

Thursday, Friday & Saturday:
Doors open at 6pm / Show starts at
7pm
Sunday: Doors at 5pm / Show starts at
6pm

Come immerse yourself in the Gold Rush
era with a brand new, all original musical
production. From the dirty miner and
lovely ladies of the night, to the gold
baron and bandits on the run you are
sure to feel transported back in time.

Playing for the month of June at The
Stone House, the play is an original, Gold
Rush Era melodrama written especially
for the actors and the venue. The play is
staged on the ground floor of The Stone
House. Some of the audience is, literally,
immersed on stage with the actors.

The actors will talk to you, even accusing
you (yes, you) of murder.

In addition to an original script, “Gold”
offers 10 original songs. Some actors
have solos and sometimes, virtually the
entire cast breaks into Broadway-
inspired song-and-dance
routines.Western attire is highly
encouraged!

Tickets can be purchased here.
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