
NEVADA COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL

Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the events, stories, and people of our community

During 2023 we provided technical assistance, grant consulting and professional
development to hundreds of artists and cultural workers, and we celebrated the
contributions of key community leaders and volunteers in the arts at our expanding
Annual Awards event. We began our new Art in Public Spaces program at the Eric Rood
Center in collaboration with the County of Nevada as an opportunity to bring the arts to
even more members of our community.

We also received state redesignation for our two coveted California Cultural Districts, and
look forward to welcoming Heather Heckler, our new Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural
District Program Director, in mid-January.

Nevada County Arts Council is one of California’s top ranking county arts agencies, yet
one of only a few whose operations are not funded by local government. We work hard to
fill this gap by keeping ahead of the curve in terms of applications for state funding for
programs that, in turn, employ local artists and provide resources for our creative sector
broadly.

In 2023 we also completed a year-long study of the economic impact of our creative
sector—and, come April, will be hosting a formal Road to Prosperity launch event to
which, in partnership with the County, you will all be invited.

These are just a few of the ways we supported our community during 2023, and through
which we will continue to deepen our service to you in 2024.

To help us in this service please consider joining our family of members. Members provide
foundational support, help us build bridges during challenging times, and support our
advocacy efforts on behalf of our artists and arts organizations. We thank our current and
future members, from the bottom of our hearts. You are our family!

Warmly,
Your friends at Nevada County Arts Council

Nevada County Creatives Meetup
Thursday, January 4th, 5-7pm

Seven Stars Gallery
210 Spring Street, Nevada City
Join us for the first Creatives Meetup of 2024!

We will be ringing in the new year at Seven Stars Gallery in Nevada City. We'll be
looking at your resolutions for the year to come, and listening for ways that we can
support you. We hope you will join us in meeting like minded individuals who are
working in the creative economy to hear about upcoming projects and develop a
supportive local network.

The first Thursday of each month, we meet at a new location to serve artists, our
creative workforce and our community in the Grass Valley - Nevada City Cultural
District.

  T i c k e t s  

Grounded Reveries

Featuring works by Ellen Davis
and Jonathon Hinojosa

analog photographic processes & printmaking mediums

Opening Reception & Gallery Walkthrough:
Friday, January 5, 2024 • 5 - 7pm 

Exhibition Dates:
January 5 - February 10, 2024

The Granucci Gallery at The Center for the Arts
314 W. Main Street,Grass Valley

 

Grounded Reveries is an exploration of the joy of experimentation to create
images from the disciplines of photography, printmaking, and a fusion of both.
What the exhibition aims to achieve is to elevate analog photography, printmaking,
and the fusion of both to push the viewer’s idea of what photography and
printmaking are. The work takes a large step back from the digital, shifting into
alternative analog techniques and processes including cyanotype, solargraphy,
and chemigrams. These images are recorded on substrates such as paper, fabric,
rocks, wood, and glass to give them another dimension of expression and
emotion. 

At the end of last year, after our last Creatives Meetup of 2023 and before the holidays, we went
to visit the artists who have made their home at Neighborhood Center of the Arts (NCA).

NCA’s roots in Nevada County go back to 1966, when the Community Workshop was founded as
a jobs training center for adults with developmental disabilities. Internationally acclaimed
ceramicist, Gillian Hodge began an art program at the Community Workshop in 1973. Ten years
later, the art program ended due to government cutbacks. In 1984, Hodge and supporters within
the community founded the Neighborhood Center of the Arts, a new program to provide arts
based training and education. The first location was in a small house in downtown Grass Valley.
Over the next ten years, NCA moved several times to accommodate the expanding program.

In 1992 the Nevada County Community Workshop/Community Achievement Center merged with
Neighborhood Center of the Arts. NCA introduced the Miguel Quesada Program–our 1:4
Community program–to serve a wider group of people with disabilities. We’ve been located at
the Litton Building since 1995. Here, they have been able to expand within this facility as their
program grows.

Artists of all backgrounds and abilities are able to come to NCA five days a week and participate
in a wide variety of media and arts activities. From weaving intricate patters on floor looms, to
mixed media and graphic design, the artists in residence at NCA take themselves seriously as
artists. As do their instructors.

“It’s critically important for everyone to have a place to interact and socialize and earn an income.
We instill a notion of professionalism, I want them to recognize their skills and their work as
seriously as I value my own,” Shares weaving supervisor and professional artist Kris Johnson. An
instructor at NCA since 1992 she goes on to describe the importance of NCA’s mission.

“We’re not just glueing popsicle sticks on paper. Weaving promotes hand eye corrdination and
focus. You have to get out of your head and into your weaving, and often times our artists will
come in agitated and find their calm once they get to work. It’s important to us to meet each
individual where they are at, to work with their strengths and weaknesses.” Says Johnson.

Some of the artists at NCA have been coming to work in their studios since the late ‘80s, longer
than it’s been it it's current home in the Litton building. Others have been in attendance since
they were in high school. Every artist, when asked what they loved about NCA said their friends
and family are here. And they invite the public to come in and visit, ask questions, or grab a
brush and hang out and paint.

When asked what’s next, Executive Director Amee Medeiros shared they are currently looking for
new Board Members. “We need people who really want to be involved in our community. Who
will take initiative to get the word out there.” Despite their decades in the community,
Neighborhood Center of the Arts is still unknown to most. “You can also support us by making a
donation, or coming in and shopping our winter sale. Twenty percent off of everything until the
end of January, and all proceeds go to the artist.”

Thank you Neighborhood Center of the Arts, their teachers and their artists in residence for all
the good you do in our community and the joy you bring. We can’t wait to visit you again and
spend time making some art!

Neighborhood Center of the Arts is open Monday - Friday from 9:00am - 1:00pm and are located
at 200 Litton Drive, Suite 212 in Grass Valley.
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A Year in Review
and Looking

Ahead
As we embrace the year to come, we
give a nod to an extraordinary year past.
2023 saw us regrant $3.38 million in
state funds in support of 80 projects and
over 400 artists serving 19-counties
through Upstate California Creative
Corps.

Through our arts education programs,
our teaching artists, musicians, theatre
and poetry coaches taught over 2,000
students at six local schools daily, year-
round, including some of our most at-risk
youth at residential facilities.

Annual Alasdair
Fraser

Community Music
Gathering

Saturday, January 6
9:30am - 4:30pm

Nevada City
Odd Fellows Hall
212 Spring Street,

Nevada City
The public is invited to join master
Scottish fiddler Alasdair Fraser for a
celebration of community music to kick
start the New Year. An all day/all ages
workshop will be followed by an evening
gathering featuring traditional ceilidh
dancing, jamming, songs, stories, and
general merriment.

Alasdair Fraser will teach a medley of
tunes, mostly “by ear,” and create an
impromptu arrangement tailored to our
large ensemble, made up of players of all
sorts of acoustic instruments. Teaching
will be geared toward intermediate to
advanced musicians, though enthusiasts
of all levels are welcome, children should
be accompanied by a supervising adult.

Advance registration for the workshop is
highly recommended, as it tends to sell
out early. The cost is: $120; youth 17 &
under: $75.

Starting at 6:30pm, the evening
gathering provides the opportunity for
the community to join in the festive spirit
of a traditional Scottish ceilidh. Dancing,
jamming, singing, and spontaneous fun
will then commence! All attendees are
invited to participate in the dancing, and
perhaps share a song, poem, tune or
story during a time set aside for listening
to each other. A sliding-scale
contribution of $10-25 ($8 for students) is
requested.

Artist Spotligt:
Jonathan Hinojosa

We had a chance to catch up with local artist Jonathan
Hinojosa before the end of the year. Recently moved to
the area we first met Hinojosa at the 2022 Latinx Family
Festival in Condon Park. With a background and formal
training in theatre along with some published poetry,
Hinojosa is versed in a number of different mediums. He
has worked in wood, sculptural ceramics and acrylic
painting, to name a few.

As he prepares for his upcoming Grounded Reveries
Exhibition along with fellow artist Ellen Davis, we asked
about his current work. “My most recent artistic
explorations revolve around printmaking and
experimenting with alternative photographic processes,”
he shared. The opening reception takes place on Friday,
January 5, from 5:00 - 7:00pm at The Center for the Arts
in Grass Valley.

When asked at what point in his life he realized his
calling we appreciated Hinojosa’s frank and honest
response. “It wasn't an immediate epiphany. I just
followed down that road and that's the end of it.
Work, providing for my family, exhaustion,
depression have often consumed me, and at some
point—repeatedly—I have had to re-realize  where I
derive a sense of meaning from, that the dominant
culture provides little more than suffering. Is art my
calling, though? I don't know. What I do know is
that I am captivated by the process of human
expression.”

This process of human expression is always what we’re
most curious about and so we asked Hinojosa to share
about his. “My creative process is one of inquiry, curiosity
and finding the boundaries of what constitutes a medium.
This often results in the discovery of and experimentation
with another medium and, perhaps, blending those
seemingly separate processes.”

As we talked about the upcoming exhibition Hinojosa
shared that he’s partnered with one of the Nevada County
artists that he admires most, Ellen Davis. “What I admire
about her work is that she pushes the boundaries of her
process to find intriguing results.”

We also had a moment to talk about his children. “I am
most proud of my kids; they are the best people I know,”
Hinojosa shared when asked what he was most proud of.
As a newer resident of Nevada County he appreciates our
welcoming community and a willingness to share
information and resources.

When asked what comes after Grounded Reveries,
Hinojosa speaks to the continuation of inquiry. He is open
to commissions, you can find more of his work on his
Instagram @jkhinojosa.

We’re looking forward to the opening of the Grounded
Reveries Exhibition, and hope to see you there!

Annual KVMR
Fundraiser with

John
McCutcheon

Saturday, January 6,
7:00pm

The Center for the Arts
314 W. Main Street, Grass

Valley
Singer, songwriter, and multi-
instrumentalist John McCutcheon has
been at the forefront of American folk
music since the late ’70s, covering a
wide variety of traditions including
Appalachian dulcimer and fiddle music,
topical protest songs, and children’s
albums for respected folk labels like June
Appal, Red House, and Rounder
Records.

Come out and enjoy an evening of
incredible music while supporting one of
our favorite local radio stations, KVMR.

Community
Spotlight:

Neighborhood
Center of the Arts

Artworks Gallery ~
Third Saturday with
Margaret Lindsey

Saturday, January 20
1:00 - 4:00pm

113 Mill Street, Grass Valley
The Art Works Gallery Third Saturday Artist in Action
Event will feature painter Margaret Lindsey. She will
demonstrate acrylic painting on unprimed canvas,
showing how to blend colors and get special effects.

Margaret Lindsey, MFA, is a life-long artist, and a dynamic
creativity mentor, who shows her acrylic paintings in
collections and shows around the world, as well as locally
at Art Works Gallery in Grass Valley. She successfully
mentors and guides conscious art practices in various
settings: on zoom, in seminars, in workplaces and small
groups, and coaches creativity one-on-one.

She is a retired art professor, curator and community arts
facilitator, and is passionate about expressive art. All of
Margaret’s classes and workshops focus on artmaking as
a method for personal growth, a conscious creative
practice for wellness and information gathering.  For more
information: contact Margaret at m.lindsey.art@gmail.com
or go to https://www.artransforms.com

Blotterbass Collective
Saturday, January 20, 7:00pm

Gold Vibe Kombuchary
12615 Charles Drive, Grass Valley

Blotterbass Collective presents an evening of dance and
music featuring Trecosta, Banyan, Azrael, Mota, Gaius,
Zithulhu, and Badger...

Blotterbass is a bass music collective based out of
Nevada County, featuring organic bass music producers,
DJ’s and visual artists from across Northern California.
Performing experimental bass, underground bass, DnB,
UK garage, riddim, house and downtempo bass.

Tickets are $15 presale, $20 at the door.

Not-so-typical Classical Duo

Guitarist Jason Vieaux
and Accordionist/

Bandoneonist
Julien Labro

Sunday, January 21, 2024, at 2:00pm
1:15pm Pre-concert Forum

Seventh-day Adventist Church
12889 Osborne Hill Road, Grass Valley

Tickets: $48 general, youth under 18 free

“I have wanted Jason to return and have also been
watching Julien Labro’s career skyrocket. When I saw
them on a roster together, I knew our audience would be
excited to hear them and booked them immediately,” said
InConcert Sierra Artistic Director Ken Hardin.

Jason Vieaux is the Grammy-winning co-founder of the
guitar department at the Curtis Institute of Music and is
recognized as "among the elite of today’s classical
guitarists" -Gramophone. NPR has described him as
"perhaps the most precise and soulful classical guitarist
of his generation."

Acclaimed by the Chicago Tribune as "the upcoming
accordion star, "Julien Labro has solidified his position as
a leading accordion and bandoneón player in both
classical and jazz genres. Described as "a triple threat"
for his brilliance, poetic melodic sensibility, and clever
arranging, Labro has garnered international acclaim for
his artistry, virtuosity, and creativity as a musician,
composer, and arranger.

A few highlights of the January 21 program will be the
four-movement “Histoire du Tango” by Astor Piazzolla,
who devoted his life to advancing and nurturing tango as
a serious art form; 20-time Grammy-winning
guitarist/composer Pat Metheny’s beautiful and
passionate “Antonia”; solos for both Jason and Julien by
J.S. Bach; Piazzolla’s “Escualo” and “Libertango,”
arranged by Labro; and Dino Saluzzi’s charming
“Minguito.”

Y La Bamba
~

with Isabeau Waia’u
Walker

Thursday, January 25
Doors open at 7:00pm | Show starts

at 8:00pm

The Center for the Arts
314 West Main Street, Grass Valley

Mexican Folk and pop-rock artist Y La Bamba is set to
illuminate audiences with songs of ancestry and musical
nuance. Luz Elena Mendoza Ramos began recording
music under the name Y La Bamba in 2008. Fifteen years
and six studio album releases later, they continue to
impress with their undeniably distinguished sound. 

Musician Isabeau Waia’u Walker will be providing support
for the evening. Culture, race, and language surface in her
work; half a life in her native Hawaii, the second in
Oregon. After a decade of teaching High School and
making music on the side she redirected her attention to
music, allowing her to tour as a member of Y La Bamba
and to record her EP, Better Metric. “Woman,” a track off
the EP, made OPB music’s top songs of 2020. 

Undoubtedly, this music is a necessity, promising concert
attendees a profound sense of enrichment as they depart
from the event. Whether it's the symbolic depth of
lyricism, the remarkable diversity in instruments and
sounds, or the advocacy for crucial societal ideas posed
by these artists, there is an undeniable value in the
narratives woven within music.
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