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Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the events, stories, and people of our community

STAY SAFE.  STAY STRONG.  STAY CREATIVE.

Happy New Year, dear readers! Is it just us, or is 2022 charged with hope?

Nevada County Arts Council would like to take this opportunity to
introduce Artemis Arthur, the new editor of the GVNC "Culture Connection"
Newsletter! May this issue find you warm, well, and ready for what the New

Year has in store for all of us!
 

 
The in-person arts experience has taken a real hit during the pandemic; but

in 2022, the gates to the world of the arts will be flung wide! It's only January,
and the month is already filling up with exciting film, musical, and fine art

activities. 

Do you have an exciting art, music, film, or other cultural event you'd like us
to know about? 

Artemis also had the opportunity to interview local musician Galactik Vibes
about his sharp new music video, upcoming shows, and more. Scroll down to
dive in and find out what keeps him locked into our special art community.

Read on, and enjoy!

Don't Miss It:
The Wild & Scenic Film Festival

The New Year is here, and with it comes the much-anticipated
Wild & Scenic Film Festival!

For 2022, The festival is making this year’s selection of films available to view both
virtually, and on multiple screens across Nevada City. In-Person attendance runs Jan
13-17, while online attendance runs Jan 13-23, offering even more time to view this

year's selection.

Whether it’s the Women of Standing Rock, Environmental Justice, or local “Hill
Witches”, there’s something for anyone interested in what is happening to our world,

and what is actively being done to protect it, and each other.

Stills from The Official 2022 Film Selections. Click each image for more info on that film.

The Granucci Gallery Presents:
Rarefaction by Elizabeth Dorbad

Visual Artist Elizabeth Dorbad describes her work as "Sculpture, Installation, and
Architectural Intervention". The stunning minimalist images we've seen so far have left

us wanting more.

"Patina", New work (via the artist's Instagram)

The Granucci Gallery at The Center for the Arts | 314 W. Main Street • Grass Valley, CA

Art Opening: Friday, January 14, 2022 • 5 - 7pm 

Exhibition Dates: January 14 - February 26, 2022

Raising The Vibration
Grass Valley's own Galaktic Vibes:

New Video, New Tunes and A New Journey

(All photos courtesy of the artist)

This month, we shine the light on a master of his craft. As diversity has expanded in
Nevada County, interest in Conscious Hip Hop in the area has grown with it. Grass
Valley musician Galactik Vibes (Michael Neely), has been pioneering the genre locally,
and has projects on the horizon, including a new song & video, "Peace of Mind". We
had to connect and find out more!
 

A: Hi Michael! Can I ask how long you’ve been rapping? In other words, how long would
you consider yourself a musician? 

M: It’s 14 years; I’ve been rocking for 14 years now.

A: That alone is intriguing to me, because as an artist, it’s very easy to quit, unless you
motivate yourself. But you’ve been at it for a long time! Where are you from? How did
you start your musical journey?
  
M: I was born in Portland, Oregon, but I only lived there as a young child. I’ve lived
around Nevada City and county most of my life, and started doing my first tracks up
here in Grass Valley and Nevada City when I was about 19 years old. But we actually
broke onto the scene in Sacramento, because that was where the rappers, bigger
money, and bigger shows were. So we ended up rocking Sacramento for a few years…
That was before Nevada City had quite the vibe it has now.

A: I’ve definitely noticed that you’re at the forefront of this movement of Conscious Hip
Hop in the area. To me, it really stands out, from a cultural perspective. What is it about
this area that keeps you rooted here? 

M: There are quite a few things! One of the best things about this area for music
specifically is that it's the best of both worlds. Usually, when you go into the woods
and beautiful nature, you leave behind any sort of booming music scene or arts and
culture. But if you go where the music is crackin’ and the vibes are lit, then you’ve got
a big city and no nature, and no peace.

So I am here because it's got the best blend: The Nature and the scenery I need to
FEEL inspired, and to feel rooted and grounded to even be in a position to create. But
then there’s enough of a scene and venues, where I can rock shows with 200-300
people, like I’m in a big city.
 

Then there’s the cannabis and psychedelic culture here, where metaphysical healing is
important, because I’m on a healing journey, and spiritual evolution is at the TOP of my
list. I can’t find a better area that has an exact blend for the things I do.

A: You’re so right about that! So, you were just married to the love of your life, Stephanie,
and I know she’s incredibly supportive of your musical journey. Tell us all about it!

M: Yeah, we’ve been married for just about a month now! We got married at Nevada
County Fairgrounds, and we have been together for a little over 3 years now. I actually
met her at Elixart in Nevada City, and we connected over health and healing, and
exchanged our knowledge. It started off pretty professional, with me learning
Ayurveda from her, and hiking… It was a slow process, which was good for both of us. 
 

A: Your union will contribute to both of your successes; congratulations! To wrap us up,
do you have any music news? Any shows or projects on the horizon we can share?

M: Yeah, I’m just getting back into a lot right now… February 5th, 2022 in Tahoe at
Whiskey Dick’s with the Mass Conscious Music Crew: Connected, and my niece, Cari
Melodic, who just dropped a couple songs and is gaining some traction in her own
right. I’m willing to let it out that I’m doing a new solo album called Divine Essence, so
it’s gonna be dropping in the Spring. I’m aiming for an album release show around
4/20, but we’ll see!
 

The Nevada Theatre Presents:
The Enchanted Forest by Supernova Circus

Aerial acts, acrobatics and sword-swallowing are just a few wonders you can expect to
behold in the Enchanted Forest! The Supernova Circus troupe will be putting on quite

a show at The Nevada Theatre on January 8th, 2022.

Bring the whole family, and prepare to be amazed!

SAVE THE DATE: Jan 16, 2022

(photo courtesy of InConcert Sierra).

Classical music lovers, Rejoice!

Grammy-Award Winning Ensemble CHANTICLEER is coming to

Grass Valley!

The GRAMMY® Award-winning vocal ensemble Chanticleer is named for the “clear-
singing” rooster in Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales and is known throughout the
world for its seamless blend of twelve male voices.

InConcert Sierra will present  this noted ensemble in Grass Valley on Sunday, January
16, 2022, at 2pm. The venue is Seventh-day Adventist Church, 12889 Osborne Hill
Road, Grass Valley. 

Chanticleer’s program entitled “Awakenings” spans six centuries of music, focusing on
the themes of reawakening and dawn. Works by Monteverdi, Ayanna Woods, Villa-
Lobos, Augusta Read Thomas, and others from the ensemble’s extensive and varied
repertoire will celebrate the return of live music and singing.

On Sunday, January 16, hear why The New Yorker calls this San Francisco-based group
“the world’s reigning male chorus.”

In Case You Missed It...
Aaron Manuel Ross @ Watershed at the Owl

Last month, Saturday, December 18th marked the 3rd Anniversary of the undeniably
stylish Watershed at the Owl restaurant in Downtown Grass Valley. The event was
coupled with a coveted performance by Gold Country’s own Aaron Manuel Ross. 

The antiqued, nostalgic setting of the Watershed paired with Aaron’s intimate lyrics
and starkly perfected sound made for a truly magical evening. 

Congratulations to Watershed at the Owl on their success so far! We’re sure there
is plenty more to come.

The talented Aaron Ross and our Culture Connection editor! All Watershed photos by Artemis Arthur

Happy New Year, everyone! Until next time!
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