
NEVADA COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL

Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the people, events and stories of our community.

Greetings, dear Readers. February marks Black History Month, Valentine's Day, Mardi Gras,
Wild & Scenic Film Festival, Poetry Out Loud Championships, and the culminating
celebrations for the beginning of The Chinese Lunar New Year, the year of the Water Rabbit.
Read more about our commitment to Cultural and Racial equity here.

Monthly Arts Council
CREATIVES MEETUP

Join us this Thursday, February 2nd at 5-7pm
at

Wild & Scenic Film Festival
313 Railroad Ave, Nevada City

Join us for this month’s Creatives Meetup in partnership with Wild & Scenic Film
Festival. Help us kick of this years’ Festival Season with a special viewing of the official
trailer and a sneak peek of one of this years short film selections. We’ll be looking at
ways in which environmental activism can be inspired and mobilized through art and
film; and we’ll be listening for ways we can support your ideas.
You’ll have an opportunity to meet fellow creatives, collaborate on ideas, and have a
safe space to share your vision and find your voice. We’ll also be sharing an update on
the imminent launch of our Upstate California Creative Corps grant program for artists.

2023 Wild & Scenic Film Festival
and Art Exhibition

SYRCL’s (South Yuba River Citizens League) 21st Annual Wild & Scenic Film
Festival. Considered one of the nation’s premier environmental and adventure film
festivals, this year’s films combine stellar filmmaking, beautiful cinematography
and first-rate storytelling to inform, inspire and ignite solutions and possibilities to
restore the earth and human communities while creating a positive future for the
next generation. Each year, Wild & Scenic draws top filmmakers, celebrities,
leading activists, social innovators, and well-known world adventurers to the
historic downtown areas of Nevada City and Grass Valley, California.

Once again the festival is bringing together an incredible selection of films to
change your world. Festival-goers can expect award-winning films about nature,
community activism, adventure, conservation, water, energy and climate change,
wildlife, environmental justice, agriculture and more. This year the festival will be
available virtually and in-person. After the festival, Wild & Scenic goes on tour
around the country, spreading the heartfelt messages in the films at more than 200
events hosted by other organizations that use the festival as a platform to inspire
activism in their own communities.

Important Dates
February 16-20, 2023

In-person Film Festival and Arts Exhibition

Festival Venues
Center for the Arts - Main Stage, 314 W Main St, Grass Valley
Center for the Arts - Off Center, 314 W Main St, Grass Valley

Gold Miners Inn - 121 Bank Street, Grass Valley
Miners Foundry - Osborn Woods, 325 Spring St, Nevada City

Miners Foundry - Stone Hall, 325 Spring St, Nevada City
Nevada Theatre - 401 Broad St, Nevada City

Oddfellows - Oustomah Lodge #16, 212 Spring St, Nevada City
SAEL - 505 Main Street, Nevada City

The Stone House - 107 Sacramento Street, Nevada City

Nevada County Arts Council, in collaboration with the The Wild & Scenic Film
Festival, is honored to showcase this year’s participants in the 2023 Wild & Scenic
Arts Exhibition. This iconic festival features environmental and adventure films to
evoke our love of nature and inspire community action. Artists were asked to
submit pieces that addressed a broad interpretation of the theme of “environment”
and this year's festival theme of “CommUnity.” We believe artwork enhances the
immersive nature of the festival experience and strengthens the connections made
with nature and eachother.

Congratulations to the following artists - Alexander Diederich, Andie Thrams,
Angela Apostal, Anke Fachmann, Annette Wolters, Dave Weixelman, Deborah
Bridges, Denise Wey, Donna Dutra, Ellen Davis, Eric Engles, Eric Bevel, Frank
Francis, Gary Anawalt, Gideon Beinstock, Henry Goodman, Janice Rosner,
Jennifer Rugge, Jim Bair, John Seivert, Jori Phillips, Jose Trejo Maya, Jude
Bischoff, June Anderson, Kathy Triolo, Kian Berreman, Kirk Keeler, LeeAnn Brook,
Leslie Hamilton, Linda Galusha, Marta Rocamora, Marsha Stone, Michael Shea,
Michelle Jewett, Mieke Blees, Molly Jochem, Rachel Rosenthal, Resa Crowell,
Richard Swayze, Robert Stelson, Ron Kenedi, Rose Shulman, Ross Guy, Sylviane
Giacoletto, Terence Baxter, Tom Ogden, Tom Quinn, William Jacobson

2023 Art Venues
Seven Stars Gallery - 210 Spring Street, Nevada City

Communal Cafe - 233 Broad St, Nevada City
Lucchesi Mill Street Tasting Room - 128 Mill St, Grass Valley

Center for the Arts - 314 W. Main Street, Grass Valley

Award-winners will be recognized and presented with certificates at the Artists
Opening Reception and Awards Ceremony

Thursday, February 16, 2023 at 5pm
Seven Stars Gallery

210 Spring St.
Nevada City, CA 95959
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Mardi Gras Parade & Street Faire
Sunday, February 19, 2023

Parade starts at 2pm
Street Fair from 12-4pm

Nevada City Chamber of Commerce has been known to throw a party and its
version of Fat Tuesday is no exception! People come from all over California just
for this colorful annual event that fills the streets of downtown Nevada City with
bright costumes, beads, and a sense of playfulness. Come early for lunch and stay
for the shopping. The joint Mardi Gras and Wild & Scenic Street Fair on N. Pine
Street will be open from 12-4pm. You can find accessories for your perfect
costume, shop hand-made gifts, eco-vendors, masks, food, drinks, and more.

Along with the fun, Nevada City also honors noteworthy citizens for their
contributions to the community. Each year the Mardi Gras Planning Committee
chooses four individuals that have impacted Nevada City’s community positively
to serve as the Mardi Gras King and Queen and the Grand Duke and Grand
Duchess. The committee also honors a Grand Marshal, who leads the parade.

Heart of the Town ~ Valentine’s
Open House

Saturday, February 11th from 10am-5pm
Love is in the air, so mark your calendars and take advantage of this incredible
Valentine’s Day shop-til-you-drop opportunity. If you’re in search for the perfect
“something special” gift or token of affection for your beloved, significant other, or
best friend you’ll find it in Downtown Grass Valley as they celebrate the inaugural
Heart of the Town ~ Valentine’s Open House.

While construction continues for the greater Mill Street project of Downtown Grass
Valley, the sidewalks and shops are open.

This event is all about having FUN and helping you find that perfect something for
that perfect someone.

Cavatina Duo
InConcert Sierra

Sunday, February 19 at 2pm
pre concert forum begins at 1:15pm with doors openning at 1pm

Considered to be the best guitar and flute pairing in the world, Spanish flutist
Eugenia Moliner and Bosnian guitarist Denis Azabagic have become one of the
most impressive combinations of its kind in classical music. "Moliner is the perfect
foil for Azabagic's flawless technique — her vivacious stage presence is icing on
the cake. What a treat!" Soundboard Magazine

Program:
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Sonata in E major for flute and continuo (BWV 1035)
~ Adagio ma non tanto

~ Allegro
~ Andante
~ Allegro

David Leisner (1952-)
~ Dances in the Mad House

~ Tango
~ Waltz for the Old Folks
~ Ballad for the Lonely

~ Samba

Marin Marais (1656–1728)
Les Folies d'Espagne

* INTERMISSION *

F. M. Torroba (1891-1982)
Suite Castellana (guitar solo)

~ Fandanguillo
~ Arada
~ Danza

Astor Piazzolla (1921-1992):
~ Histoire du Tango

~ Bordel 1900
~ Cafe 1930

~ Nightclub 1960
~ Concert d' aujourd' hui

Francois Borne (1840-1920)
Carmen Fantasy

arr. Joseph Zsapka

“...Electrifying performances from the Cavatina Duo...will leave listeners feeling
lighter than air. A delight." Scene Magazine, UK
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The Art Works Gallery presents:

Second Saturday Artist in Action 
Saturday, February 11th, 1-4pm

Featuring fiber artist Beth Leydon - demonstrating the art of Nuno felting. 
Come see how the magic works!

The pieces created by fiber artist, Beth Leydon, are designed to be worn; draped
around your shoulders or atop your head.  Wearable art created by felting wool,
silk and other fibers together is her creative niche.  Beth first learned felting by
observing a friend stabbing wool into a pair of slippers with a very sharp, barbed
needle.  Her interest was sparked, she fell down the “YouTube rabbit hole” and
came out the other end as an accomplished felt maker.

Having grown up with a mother who taught her to sew, knit and embroider, fiber
craft and handmade gifts were valued in Beth’s family.  Discovering another form
and process that involved fabrics, yarn and wool was a natural progression for
her.  She avoids the sharp, barbed needles in favor of soapy water and bubble
wrap as the preferred tools.  “Nuno” or laminated felt is created by layering sheer
fabric on top of drafts of loose wool fibers then wetting the piece with soapy water,
providing manual agitation; rubbing, rolling and kneading.  This coaxes the wool
fiber to migrate into the silk and then bond by further agitation to create a unique
piece of fiber art.  “It’s like finger painting with silk and wool,” she says.  Vest,
shawls, scarves, purses and hats are among the items she creates with this
method. 

In addition to experimenting in her felt making, she enjoys teaching this art form to
others.  Semi private classes and felting parties are available in her home studio.
She will also be offering a series of classes at ASiF Visual Art Center.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2023 AT 6-8:30pm

Nevada County Poetry Out Loud
Championships

Join us in support of our high school students as they gather together for our
county championships. This is a free event and open to the public. It will be filmed
and broadcast live from the Eric Rood Center.

Poetry Out Loud is a National Recitation contest that, for us, begins right here in
Nevada County classrooms. Through Poetry Out Loud we help high school
students master public speaking skills, build self-confidence, and learn about
literary history and contemporary life.

Participants in Poetry Out Loud are also offered an opportunity to recite their
poems at the Sierra Poetry Festival which takes place during national poetry
month each year.

Artists’ Spotlight on Michele Nesbit
A Grass Valley native, Michele Nesbit began her exploration of theater and the arts
at an early age. An inclination towards creative problem solving has been with her
from the beginning. “In school, I turned every assignment into an art project. Out of
school, I entertained my family and myself with endless artistic pursuits. No
medium was safe or off limits.” Vacillating between acting and visual arts
throughout middle and high school — cutting her teeth as Tatiana from
Midsummer Night’s Dream, studying art abroad, and taking the lead in Arsenic &
Old Lace Senior year — Nesbit turned her academic sights towards the sciences
for college. After graduating with honors from UC Berkeley with a bachelor’s
degree in mechanical engineering and material science and engineering, she
returned home in 2012 to begin her career in the renewable energy storage
industry where she excelled and was quickly promoted to Director of Operations.

The workload did not allow for any of her artistic interests and nearly a decade
after graduation Nesbit was trying to figure out what was missing in her life. It was
time to return to those tools she used to push herself out of discomfort as a child.
“I have a tendency to seek out a challenge.” And so, she auditioned for a role in
Synthetic Unlimited’s production #Caesar. “My passions were reignited, and I have
been heavily involved in local theatre ever since.” While working for Plan It Solar,
co-founding BoxPower, and being recognized as a 2019 Halcyon Fellow and 2020
Global Good Fund Fellow, Nesbit performed in productions by Community Asian
Theater of the Sierra (CATS), Sierra Stages, and directed with Nobody Theatre – a
non-profit dedicated to the production of theatrical works that embrace being
different and challenging social norms.

This tendency to seek out a challenge with a bent for creative problem solving is
what recently led Michele Nesbit into a position of leadership. Taking over as
Executive Director for Sierra Stages, she is in the process of curating this year’s
theatrical offerings. “My creative process is focused on problem solving. Whether it
is trying to express something visual or collaborate with a community to put on a
show, I see it as a challenging problem to solve.” The 2023 season will have three
main shows: The Moors, Guys & Dolls, and The Drowning Girls, along with eight
play readings that will be produced at the Miners Foundry. Backed by a fantastic
Board of Directors and working with a dedicated team, Nesbit is looking forward to
her first year bringing theater to the residents of Nevada County in this new
capacity.
 
Michele Nesbit is not the only creative member of her family. She’s married to local
mixed media artist Evan Nesbit, whose current solo for 2023 is titled “Marbled and
Bewildered” at the Van Doren Waxter in New York, New York. “I have seen him
develop as an artist and I have always admired his commitment to art. He
maintains a studio practice and shows his work all over the world. His dedication is
what drove me back to art after being away from it for so long.” When asked what
she was most proud of in her collection of work she said “I am always the
proudest of my last project. It takes so much focus and commitment to complete a
project, and regardless of how it turned out there is always something to be proud
of.” We know she’ll take this same dedication to collaboration and commitment to
creative expression with her as she leads Sierra Stages into a new year.
Congratulations Michele Nesbit, we can’t wait to see what you bring to the theater
goers of Nevada County.

North Columbia Schoolhouse Cultural Center Presents:

Valentines Erotiqué
Saturday, February 11

Doors open at 6pm | Show starts at 7pm

Don’t miss the hottest show of the year and a great chance to support the North

Columbia Schoolhouse at their yearly benefit party. An evening of erotic

entertainment, luscious libations, and decadent deserts awaits.

The love raffle returns with plenty of chances to win body inspired prizes

Any attendee may enter the chocolate dessert contest. During intermission, the
winners will be announced with prizes awarded for several categories, such as
most decadent and creamiest & dreamiest. All desserts will then be made available
for the audience to indulge.

At 6:00 pm, the doors will open for viewing the Erotic Art Show. This show is an
opportunity for local artists to display works that may not be shown in the
standard venue. Much of the work will be for sale to public.

And of course, the main event is erotic poetry from new and returning poets, witty

& wanton standup comedy, and a brazen burlesque show from local super stars.

For many years this risqué & erotiqué show has involved tongue-in-cheek humor
and performance that has evolved from a small two-horse show into the fuller
more developed extravaganza, that is in store for you this year.

Due to the adult content of this performance and art show, viewer discretion is
advised. The Valentine Erotique is for adults only and you must be 18 years or
older to enter.

Tickets at Mother Truckers and online: HERE!

Critical Times
Mobilizing Artists and

Culture Bearers
Joshua Harrison in conversation

with Eliza Tudor

A Wild & Scenic Film Festival
Coffee Talk

Saturday, February 18th at 11am
City Hall,  317 W Broad St, Nevada City, CA 95959

Since the dawn of time, nations and states have looked
to artists and culture bearers to create awareness for
issues critical to society, but never with such urgency as
now.  As we stand at a crossroads in terms of our
relationship to nature and the future of our planet, it falls
to us to pick up the slack to share our most important
stories. Join Josh Harrison, eco-art pioneer, filmmaker
and educator, co director of the Center for the Study of
the Force Majeure and leader of the Living Forests
Project, for a conversation on how artists might take up
this mantle, while taking a look at some of the most
exciting programs in California today that are stirring this
movement. More about Josh can be found here, and
about Eliza here.

Apply to be a California
Creative Corps Grant
Review Panelist
The Upstate California Creative Corps
grant opportunity is about to launch and
in counties across our Upstate Region,
we are looking for local panelists to
review local applications. If you live or
work in Nevada County and are
interested in joining a diverse panel
reviewing local applications to the
Creative Corps, please complete a
panelist application today!

For more information about applying,
click here.
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