
NEVADA COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL

Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the events, stories, and people of our community

Monthly Creatives Meetup
Thursday, December 7, 5:00 - 7:00pm

Neighborhood Center of the Arts
200 Litton Drive, Suite 212, Grass Valley

Join us on the first Thursday of the month for our December Creatives Meetup at
the Neighborhood Center of the Arts (NCA). NCA provides arts education in
service to a wide group of people with disabilities in our community, and training in
generating income through art. NCA provides studio space, materials and
instruction in a wide variety of media - and a lot of love. Integration into the
community is achieved through exhibitions, performances and field trips to other
galleries and working studios.

Join us as we are welcomed by Amee Medeiros, NCA’s amazing Executive
Director, and hear about its history and vision. Amee will also share information on
its upcoming annual Holiday Art Sale, and other ways you can engage and
support these amazing local artists.

Our monthly Creatives Meetups are a great way to connect, share inspiration, and
learn more about the rich variety of arts producers in Grass Valley-Nevada City
Cultural District.

Our performing arts community tells us that this year has been particularly
challenging one, with a significant drop in attendance since 2022. According to
American Theatre, “The pandemic was a hard stop button on life. And over the
course of two years, people changed their habits, their behaviors, their
preferences, and the way they consume arts and culture. It’s a shift in consumer
behavior.”

We ask you now to “SHOW UP FOR THE ARTS!” by attending a local
performance, orchestral event, gallery opening, holiday craft faire, or one of the
many street fairs in Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District and beyond. Our
December calendar is brimming with amazing holiday events. 

Let’s support our performing arts community now. What would it look like to
IMMERSE, DISCOVER, INSPIRE, and  EXPLORE  by giving unique
locally made gifts or purchasing tickets to live shows and performances this
season? Stay tuned for more on ways you can “SHOW UP FOR THE ARTS!” as
Nevada County Arts Council rolls out this campaign in 2024!

Dreams -- And Other Landscapes
Image & Imagination

Artist Talk

Thursday, December 7, 5:00 - 7:00pm

The Center for the Arts
314 W. Main Street, Grass Valley

Please join The Center for the Arts for an Artist Talk with John Michael Keating to
discuss his current exhibition Dreams-- And Other Landscapes. Meet the artist to
hear about his inspirations, techniques and take a deep dive into this beautiful
gallery show. 

Nevada City
Victorian

Christmas
Sundays, December

3, 10, & 17
1:30 - 6:00pm

Wednesdays,
December 6 & 13

5:00 - 9:00pm

The aroma of roasted chestnuts fills the air, along with
cries of street vendors hawking their wares and lamp-lit
streets filled with the spirit of Christmas...

Ring in the holiday season in historic Nevada City, where
each year the picturesque downtown transforms, into the
magic of Victorian Christmas.

This annual family tradition takes place two Wednesday
evenings and three Sunday afternoons in December.
There are holiday activities for all ages including live
entertainment, yuletide treats and libations, and Father
Christmas, and of course shopping galore as you support
the many local artists and makers of our mountain home.

We invite you to Show Up and Shop Local Art and look
forward to welcoming the best of the Holiday Season with
you!

Artist Spotlight -
Jai Hanes

We took a moment with local DJ, artist, and Upstate
California Creatie Corps grantee Jai Hanes. We looked at
his creative process, his passions, and how his Upstate
California Creative Corps grant focuses on serving our
local youth.

Hanes was looking for a way to connect, to express
himself, and to find a way to fund a special youth
program rich with mentoring. “I didn’t have any real
direction and then I came across the Nevada County Arts
Council and started attending events whenever possible.”
It was through this that he became aware of the Upstate
California Creative Corps program and decided to apply.
It’s no surprise that Jai Hanes’ project is youth focused.
“I’ve known for a long time it was my passion, but I kept
denying it and fighting it. I was looking to pursue a career
in music. Working with young people is something I’ve
always been good at, and finding qualified people is very
hard. As time marched on I unknowingly made a career
out of it. I found that success came from working with
youth, even through music. I stopped fighting it and
embraced my purpose.”

Hanes’ project P.E.A.C.E. Class (Positive, Elevation, Arts
Culture & Education) is designed for BIPOC and ALANA
youth and their friends and allies. “My goal is
empowerment, youth engagement with and anti-racist
and anti-bias approach. I educate on de-escalation
principles, and how to be a true ally.”

Currently a DJ for KVMRx, the youth oriented arm of our
local KVMR radio station, Jai Hanes also works at a local
school and coaches the girls basketball team. Through
this he’s establishing himself in the community as
someone that is an ally for our young people. When it
comes to his creative process Hanes remains inspired by
the community he serves. “My process is all over the
place, inspiration comes from all around and especially
when I see a need. Kids don’t like lectures and so I’m
hands on and visual. I try to create programming and
concepts that appeases those needs I see.”

When asked what he loves about our creative community,
Hanes responded, “being around creatives feeds the
mind and it is inspiring to hear so many people doing the
same thing or through very different mediums is
awesome.”

One local artist he admires is Lisa Freeman whose work
includes digital and paint collage. “With the old and new
mediums she shares African cutlure, to me this is very
much Afrofuturism at its best.” Another local artist whose
work he enjoys is Upstate Creative Corps grantee Jared
Witkofsky. “His comic book zine style and art takes me
back, his symmetry is like an offbeat abstract, it reminds
me of the zines from teh 90’s when I was a magazine
buyer for Tower Records.”

We asked Jai Hanes if he’d learned anything from his
P.E.A.C.E Class project so far. “Engaging with the youth,
we keep thinking we are teaching them and often times
they are teaching us.”

Sing Joy!

Sierra Master Chorale
and Orchestra

Saturday, December 16,
7:30pm

Sunday, December 17,
2:00pm

Seventh-day Adventist
Church

12889 Osborne Hill Road,
Grass Valley

Making spirits bright, the Sierra Master

Chorale holiday tradition will warm up

our winter with joy-filled seasonal cheer.

Enjoy classic favorites and some new

seasonal surprises. It’s the most

wonderful time of the year – and one of

the most popular!

Festive Holiday Program

Personet Hodie - Randol Bass
Lux Aeterna - Morten Lauridsen

Carol of the Bells (Leontovych)

Sing-Along: Silver bells

(Livingston/Evans)

I’ll be home for Christmas (Kent)

S’Vivon (Bertaux)

Everlasting Light (Shire)

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

(arr. Brahms)

Sing-Along: Deck the Hall

(arr. Randol Bass)

The Very Best Time of Year (Rutter)

Ding dong! Merrily on high (arr. Shackley)

Clara and The
Nutcracker
December 7-10

Evening performances
Thursday-Saturday | 7:00pm

Saturday & Sunday Matinee | 1:00pm

The Miners Foundry Cultural Center
325 Spring Street, Nevada City

The Miners Foundry Cultural Center and Holt Ballet
Conservatory are pleased to present “Clara and The
Nutcracker” in five performances December 7 through 10,
2023.

Enjoy a delightful presentation of holiday cheer and
tradition in historical Nevada City with a talented cast of
dancers, colorful costumes, magical sets, and the
wonderful music of the holidays. The Miners Foundry
offers time-honored hospitality and Holt Ballet
Conservatory dancers bring vibrant energy and faithful
dedication to the art of ballet in this classical favorite.

Set on Christmas Eve, at the foot of a Christmas tree and
seen through the eyes of a child’s imagination, “Clara and
The Nutcracker” tells the tale of Clara, whose Christmas
present of a toy nutcracker solider inspires a magical
dream filled with battling mice, dancing sugar canes, and
visits by ambassadors from afar. 

This year’s production boasts new costumes, new
choreography, additional music, and exemplary dancing,
featuring some of Nevada County’s most accomplished
young ballet dancers.  With Pyotr Illyich Tchaikovsky’s
timeless musical score, you won’t find better holiday
entertainment.

Explore the magic of the Holiday Season and show up for
live theatre. Children will be enchanted and adults will be
inspired, truly a performance to remember!

Judie Rae and Ellen
Reynard
A Poetry Reading

Saturday, December 9, 4:00pm

Nevada County Arts Council
100 N. Pine St, Stuie C, Nevada

City

Nevada County Arts Council and poets Judie Rae
and Ellen Reynard invite the community into the
Arts Council offices for a reading of their new
chapbooks, Family Matters and Double Stream on
Saturday, December 9th at 4:00pm.

Family Matters by Judie Rae is a delightful
examination of the interaction between
grandparents and grandchildren; Rae captures not
only the humor, but the love between the two
generations.

Double Stream, by Ellen Dooling Reynard, refers to
this collection as "ekphrastic poetry". The word
"ekphrasis" refers to poems about works of art,
usually including an exploration of how the
speaker is impacted or transformed by his or her
experience with the work. This book of poems is
about the paintings and drawings of the author's
late husband, the French painter Paul Reynard
(1927-2005).

Opening Reception

Sense of Nature -
LeeAnn Brook

Friday, December 8, 5:00 - 7:00pm

John Natsoulas Gallery
521 1st Street, Davis

Congratulations to Nevada County’s very own LeeAnn
Brook for her solo show at The John Natsoulas Gallery.

As a painter and designer for over 40 years, LeeAnn
Brook has exhibited in shows and galleries throughout
the country, winning over 20 awards in juried shows in
just three years. At the early age of 23, she was accepted
into the prestigious Connecticut Society of Women
Painters, and is a four-time winner in the nationally
recognized Wild & Scenic Film Festival’s juried art
competition. Taught by the trompe l’oeil painting master,
Ken Davies, her work has a traditional foundation that
these landscapes investigate and transcend. Brook has a
poetic vision and it comes through in her paintings,
especially her Haiku Series – abstract scenes made with
acrylic and handmade papers – which the gallery will also
show alongside her brilliant landscapes.

“My paintings explore landscape through color and
movement, juxtaposing the abstract and figurative
qualities of nature. Working in large format, I use a
layering of colors and textures with an awareness of light
that reflects the environments of water, grasslands,
mountains and forests. Depth is created with the use of
subtle patterns of spatter, strokes and drips, and is then
integrated into the painting as a whole, where the
technique becomes secondary only to the full effect of a
vibrant landscape.” - LeeAnn Brook

The opening reception will feature live music and light
refreshments.

Gold Can’t Love
You Back

Two Weekends in
December

7-10 & 14-17

Doors at 8:00pm |
Show at 8:30pm

Saturday, December 16
*MATINEE*

Doors at 1:30pm |
Show at 2:00pm

The Stone House
107 Sacramento Street,

Nevada City
"Gold Can’t Love You Back" is taking
Nevada City by storm, again! Come
immerse yourself in the Gold Rush era
with a brand new, all original musical
production. From the dirty miner and
lovely ladies of the night, to the gold
baron and bandits on the run you are
sure to feel transported back in time.

Western attire is highly encouraged!

REBEL MARKET

A Wholistic Holiday
Faire & Creative
MarketPlace: A
Festive Finale 

Sunday, December 10,
2:00 - 8:00pm

Gold Vibe Kombuchary
12615 Charles Drive, Grass

Valley

Get ready for a festive finale. Rebel
Market invites you to join the festivities at
"A Wholistic Holiday Faire &
Marketplace!"

This lively event features over 40 local
creatives, artist, entrepreneurs and
wellness practitioners and is fun for the
whole family! A day brimming with
positive energy, celebration, and an
opportunity to support local talent,
connect and celebrate our creative
community.

Discover Rebel Market and show up to
shop local. It's a Vibe! Come together to
celebrate the interconnectedness of
mind, body and spirit. Immerse yourself
in workshops, wholistic practices, and a
supportive community.

Program Schedule

2:30 pm: Darlene J. Weiss - Opening
Invocation

3:00 pm: Alexandria Diaz De Fato -
Dismantling Elitism and Democratizing

Dance!

4:30 pm: Wholistic You - Health Talk &
Tools with Darlene J. Weiss

6:00 pm: Rebel Ballet - Prayerformance

7:00 pm: Zana Prana - DJ Set

Rebel Market - presented by Catalyst &
Co. & hosted at Gold Vibe Kombuchary
is a celebration of creativity, wellness,
and local community.

Holiday Concert

Grass Valley Male
Voice Choir

Saturday, December 16,
2:00pm

Peace Lutheran Church
828 W. Main Street

Grass Valley
The Grass Valley Male Voice Choir is
excited to share the joy of the season
with delightful holiday music at Peace
Lutheran Church in Grass Valley. This
year, they have the pleasure of hosting
the Lake Wildwood Women's Chorus as
their special guests, who will be joining in
singing several wonderful songs.

Winter Concert

Music in the Mountains
Youth Orchestra

Monday, December 4, 7:00pm 
Sierra College - Nevada County

Campus
Building N12: Multi-Purpose Center

The Music in the Mountains Youth Orchestra (MIMYO)
continues the tradition of offering the orchestral
experience to players in grades 3-12, under the direction
of professional conductors. String, woodwind, brass, and
percussion players will work on classical repertoire during
weekly rehearsals at the beautiful new Center for the Arts
and give three public concerts… all in a friendly, nurturing
environment.

Adults $10
Youth 17 & under are free - No ticket needed
Parking is free

Happy Holidays
Concerts

Saturday, December 9, 7:00pm
Sunday, December 10, 2:00pm

The Center for the Arts
314 W. Main St, Grass Valley

Music in the Mountains (MIM) brings you a festive holiday
concert featuring traditional favorites, joyful sing-along
carols, and a program that promises to fill the entire
family with the spirit of the season.

Featuring The Winter Quartet along with The MIM Festival
Chorus & MIM Festival Orchestra for all your holiday
favorites.

The 18th Annual
Night of Giving

Saturday, December 16,
5:00 - 10:00pm

The Center for the Arts
314 W. Main Street

Grass Valley

Doors open at 4:00pm
NOG Happy Hour 4:00-5:00pm

with music by The National Exchange
Celtic Session

Special Performances by
Brendan Phillips and Fast Rattler

BrightSide Blue and Honey of the Heart
Broken Compass

Earles of Newtown
Gorden Hellegers

Grease, Grit, and Grime with Annette
Taborn

Heifer Belles
Kristen Casey

Lorraine Gervais Band
National Hotel Celtic Session
Nevada Union Chamber Choir

NOG Singers
Sands Hall Short Stak  (Chris and

https://fb.me/e/1xYZXZwdI
https://www.nevadacountyarts.org/gv-nc-district?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=6557e356af56215c7efe058e&ss_email_id=656b7ae133b8bb0d48061eca&ss_campaign_name=December+GVNC+Culture+Connection&ss_campaign_sent_date=2023-12-02T18%3A43%3A50Z
https://www.nevadacountyarts.org/calendar?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=6557e356af56215c7efe058e&ss_email_id=656b7ae133b8bb0d48061eca&ss_campaign_name=December+GVNC+Culture+Connection&ss_campaign_sent_date=2023-12-02T18%3A43%3A50Z
https://www.nevadacountyarts.org/calendar?ss_source=sscampaigns&ss_campaign_id=6557e356af56215c7efe058e&ss_email_id=656b7ae133b8bb0d48061eca&ss_campaign_name=December+GVNC+Culture+Connection&ss_campaign_sent_date=2023-12-02T18%3A43%3A50Z
https://www.nevadacitychamber.com/nevada-city-events/victorian-christmas/
https://www.nevadacitychamber.com/nevada-city-events/victorian-christmas/
https://www.nevadacitychamber.com/nevada-city-events/victorian-christmas/
https://www.inconcertsierra.org/smc-holiday-2023
https://minersfoundry.org/event/clara-and-the-nutcracker-11/
https://minersfoundry.org/
https://minersfoundry.org/
https://fb.me/e/4yZjx2BQ7
https://www.paulreynard.com/
https://www.natsoulas.com/upcoming-exhibitions/leeann-brook-sense-of-nature/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-stone-house-and-house-of-fates-present-gold-cant-love-you-back-tickets-752578180597
https://www.wearerebelmarket.com/event-details/rebel-market-community-marketplace-faire-2023-12-10-14-00
https://gvmalevoicechoir.org/
https://thecenterforthearts.my.salesforce-sites.com/ticket/#/instances/a0F6g00000GybEuEAJ
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?show=208596
https://app.arts-people.com/index.php?show=194076
https://nightofgiving2023.rsvpify.com/?securityToken=KPuL0ckQtQrs730Kqqtk5LAmXR1FuMOy
https://www.upstatecreativecorps.org/grantees
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Sands Hall Short Stak  (Chris and
George)

Three Times Through
Vibeyard Trio

Thank you to our sponsors for helping
make Night of Giving possible!

Bella Familia Wood-Fired pizza truck on
site all night.

https://nightofgiving2023.rsvpify.com/?securityToken=KPuL0ckQtQrs730Kqqtk5LAmXR1FuMOy
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