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Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the events, stories, and people of our community

STAY SAFE.   STAY STRONG.   STAY CREATIVE.

Artist Relief Fund Supports 27 Local
Professional Artists 

Nevada County Arts Council is pleased to announce the awarding of $13,500 in micro-
grants to 27 professional artists across all disciplines, through the first round of
funding raised as a result of the Nevada County Artist Relief Fund. The fund received 63
applications and was able to fund 43% of its applicants. Nevada County Arts Council
Executive Director Eliza Tudor says: “We will keep our relief fund open, and we encourage
our community to continue to contribute to it. The more donations we receive, the more
artists we can help.”

The following artists have each been given $500 micro-grants: Mira Clark, Kelly Wallis,
Jan Pellizzer, Marie Sobonya, Katie Wolff, Forest Aliya, Pamela  Klein, Chanthou Lam,
Cosmo Merryweather, John Girton, Paige Anderson, Shawnna Frazer, Jori Phillips, Christy
Gurley, Robert (Bob) Davis, Chad Wood, Serena Cole, David Wong, Angele Carroll, Brad
Henry, Claire Lawrenson, Courtney Simson, Kaylee Venneman, Mary Kenny, Troy Corliss,
Naomi Cabral and Al Martinez.

Nevada County Arts Council is grateful for the donations from community members and
its partnerships with arts organizations across the county who are part of the coalition to
raise funds for artists. The fund remains open and tax deductible donations to the
Nevada County Artist Relief Fund can be made via
https://www.nevadacountyarts.org/artist-relief-fund. 

Announcing the 2021 Poetry Out Loud Champions!

Nevada County Arts Council announces the winners of its 2021 Poetry Out Loud
County Championships, following a coaching season like none other. Thank you to this
year's judges and coaches and congratulations to the winners!

Connie Krautkramer (pictured above), first place for recitation of After the Disaster by
Abigail Deutsch, and Experience by Ralph Waldo Emerson. Of Experience, Connie says:
“The poem reveals the forces that shape our lives and our experience, and it shows us we
can use those things for the better.”

Georgina Caruncho, runner up for recitation of Barter by Sara Teasdale and Ebb by Edna
St. Vincent Millay.

Donnelle Suehead-Flynn, third prize for recitation of Grief by Elizabeth Barrett Browning
and The Mortian of San Francisco by Randall Mann. 

Honorary mentions for distinguished achievement went to: Bekah Callahan for Hope is a
thing with feathers by Emily Dickinson and I Remember, I Remember by Thomas
Hood; Xavier Jaldin Hartsough for April Love by Ernest Dowson and Kin by Maya
Angelou; and Ava Roos for The Arrow and the Song by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and
The End of Science Fiction by Lisel Mueller. 

The Nevada County winners will compete in the state competition and one winner will be
selected to represent California in the national competition. All finalists will also have an
opportunity to present their poems at our 5th Annual Sierra Poetry Festival, which
culminates – online – on April 10th and 11th. The awardees will also present their poems
to our Nevada County Board of Supervisors at an upcoming public meeting, to be
announced.

Remembering Larry T. Baza,
California Arts Council Chair

Nevada County Arts Council and the Grass-Valley-Nevada City Cultural District are deeply
saddened to learn of the untimely death of a great arts leader and social justice
champion, Larry T. Baza, to COVID-19. A lifelong arts advocate, Baza was appointed to
the California Arts Council in 2016 by Assembly Speaker Toni Atkins, then last December
was elected Chair.

We remember Larry from his chairing of California Arts Council’s public meeting in the
summer of 2018, soon after the townships of Grass Valley, Nevada City and Truckee had
gained state recognition as inaugural California Cultural Districts. At the time, our
communities turned out in style at Miners Foundry Cultural Center, with close to 200
people coming and going throughout the day and, true to form, adding to “one of the
most drawn out public comment sections” Councilmembers had ever experienced. Larry
didn’t rush us – he said it was important to hear from us directly, and from the heart.

Baza was of Guamanian and Mexican American heritage, was a champion of civil rights
and equity in all its forms, and had a great interest in the Latino and LGBTQ+
communities. He had the energy and grace of a statesman and the quiet humor and
determination of someone who has experienced life and knows where he is going. He will
be sorely missed. You can read more about Larry's life and contributions to the arts
community here and here. 

Call for Proposals: National Humanities Conference

The National Humanities Alliance is accepting proposals for the 2021 National Humanities
Conference. The conference is co-hosted by the National Humanities Alliance and the
Federation of State Humanities Councils and will be held November 11-14 in Detroit,
Michigan, and will also include virtual sessions. The conference  brings together
representatives from colleges, universities, state humanities councils, cultural institutions,
and other community-based organizations to explore approaches to deepening the
public’s engagement with the humanities. 

Proposal are due April 9, 2021. Learn more about the Call for Proposals here>>

Mira Clark Solo Exhibition
March 3rd - April 29th

The Womxn | Nature Art Exhibit by Mira Clark will open at the Akashic Visions Gallery in
Nevada City, for Womxn's History Month on March 3rd, 2021 and run through  April
29, 2021. This art series is based on interviews conducted with 16 local womxn over the
course of a year and a half. Each interview was transformed into a series of story-based
multimedia artworks primarily including portraits of participants. Working under an
ecofeminist lens the goal of this project is to uplift and center womxn’s stories, in regards
to ecological crisis, climate change, and gender issues.

Akashic Visions Gallery
Gallery Hours: Monday - Saturdays 11am-6pm
No walk-ins, please schedule by calling 530-559-6115 or email:
existinspired@gmail.com 
Scheduled tours are maximum of 10 people at a time. Masks Required.
All exhibit content also available online at: Womxn | Nature

Mira Clark is a multi-media artist working in the Sierra Foothills of Northern California. Her
work embraces the power of art as a tool for change making. She uses the visual
language as a means of storytelling by sharing narratives of healing, environmentalism,
and the significance of community. Mira works primarily in multi-media, acrylic, watercolor
and mixed media.

Grant Writing Workshop - March 3rd

Join Intersection for the Arts for a virtual grant writing workshop for arts organizations
on Wednesday, March 3, 2021 at 11AM. Learn the basics of writing a compelling grant
proposal in a 2.5-hour, interactive workshop tailored to the needs of arts organizations.
Using the 2021 Zellerbach Family Foundation’s Community Arts COVID Response Grant
Guidelines and Application as an example, the workshop will discuss: how to interpret
grant guidelines, create compelling narratives and budgets, and provide work samples
that wow. Open to all grant writing skill levels. Zoom link provided upon registration.
This workshop is facilitated by Intersection for the Arts’ new Grant Specialist, Krista
Smith, an artist and strategic planning and development consultant passionate about
nurturing an economically strong and equitable arts community.

Virtual Creatives Meetup - March 4th

Nevada County Arts Council and Nevada City Film Festival, together with representatives
from the Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District, including the Cities of Grass Valley
and Nevada City, our Chambers of Commerce, our Downtown Association, and Truckee
Arts Alliance look forward to welcoming you for our Monthly Meetup for Creatives on
Thursday, March 4, 2021, from 5:30PM - 6:30PM.  
 
You will need to register in advance to join our Meetup, after which you will receive a
confirmation email containing a link to join us.
 
Register in advance here>>

From the Center: The Sam Chase Trio - March 12th

The Center for the Arts presents The Sam Chase Trio on Friday, March 12th at 7:00
PM. Eminent singer-songwriter, The Sam Chase, strides out of the hadron collider flanked
on one side by Chandra Johnson, violin heroine, and on the other by Devon McClive,
renowned and feared cellist at large. “A refreshing and new style – let’s call it Chamber
Americana.” The Sam Chase is an international touring artist, with four studio albums.
Sam was voted Best Singer-Songwriter in SF Weekly 2019, 2018, 2017. Chandra Johnson
studied violin at Western Washington University. Chandra has played with Mary Lambert,
Devotchka, Allen Stone, John Craigie, & many more. Devon McClive was trained by a
cello guru in the Appalachian mountains. 

From The Center: The Sam Chase Trio
Live Broadcast Event
Friday, March 12, 2021 • 7:00 PM
$10 Public, Free to Members

Music in the Mountains Presents: Imani Winds
March 12th

Music in the Mountains is hosting a virtual performance by the Grammy nominated
Imani Winds on Friday, March 12th at 7:00 PM. Imani Winds has led both a revolution
and the evolution of the wind quintet through their dynamic playing, adventurous
programming, imaginative collaborations and outreach endeavors that have inspired
audiences of all ages and backgrounds. RSVP and learn more here>>

Second Saturdays in Grass Valley
March 13th

Second Saturdays in downtown Grass Valley are a way to shop local and see what’s new.
Weather willing, some merchants will have sales outside, artists will do demonstrations,
musicians will play, and if it rains, we’ll see you inside the stores. 

Visit www.downtowngrassvalley.com or follow along @grassvalleydowntownassoc to
learn more.

Poetry in Song: Composers Project with Mark Vance
March 14th

Join InConcert Sierra on Sunday, March 14, 2021 at 2pm for a performance of Poetry
in Song part of The Composers Project by Mark Vance. “Poetry in Song” will premiere
11 new compositions that feature a poem or text that is set to music for voice and one
instrument. All pieces are written by Composer Project students, ages 12-18. Vance
tasked the students to select a poem, decipher it, research the author and internalize the
piece to help them discover the musical structure that the teens deem appropriate. Their
finished works will be performed by accomplished local singers.

The program can be viewed on InConcert Sierra’s YouTube channel 
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Alicia Funk: Wild Foods of California
March 14th

The Center for the Arts' "In Conversation" series will feature a virtual program with
Alicia Funk on Sunday, March 14th, 2021 at 4pm. Discover how to eat, garden, and heal
through the sustainable use of local, native plants, with Alicia Funk, founder of the Living
Wild Project and co-author of the 3rd edition of Living Wild—Gardening, Cooking and
Healing with Native Plants of California. 

Sunday, March 14, 2021 at 4pm • Online Event
Free to Members / Public $10
Purchase Tickets here>>

California Arts Council
Individual Artist Funding Opportunity

For the first time in 18 years, The California Arts Council returns to individual artist

funding through a new fellowship program intended to recognize, uplift, and celebrate

California artists as part of its 2021 grant opportunities.

The application and further details for the 2021 Individual Artist Fellowships
opportunity can be found here. Applications are due April 1, 2021.

Support the FOREST ⇌ FIRE Exhibition

Through FOREST⇌FIRE, an interpretive exhibition opening in fall 2021 at Truckee
Community Recreation Center, we are sharing a story that reaches back as far the last
ice-age and right up to the present moment. It is the story of our forests. Your support will
provide Californians with an immersive experience combining arts, science, industry, and
education to reveal what roles each of us can play in helping to save our forests. Through
FOREST⇌FIRE, participants of all ages will learn:

Why our forests are in ecological collapse
What healthy forests can look like
How our forest ecology, including our watersheds and wildlife, can be saved and
nurtured
How forest health impacts our health, safety, and economy!

 Learn more and support the project>> 

COVID-19 Resources for the Creative Community

Nevada County Arts Council has put together a directory of the most current news and
resources for the creative community and the community at large. This directory, which is
updated regularly, includes information about funding, staying connected and virtual
entertainment opportunities, including:

Funding for organizations
Funding for individual artists
Virtual entertainment from around the globe in all disciplines - including dance, film,
kids activities, literary arts, music, podcasts, theatre, and the visual arts
Staying connected via the best of social media
Arts education
Preparedness in the arts and for creative businesses
State and local government updates
Arts advocacy
Artist calls for Nevada County Artists in all disciplines
Calendar of both virtual and place-bound events

#GVNCCulturalDistrict on Instagram

Grass Valley-Nevada City is one of 14 districts selected by The California Arts Council to
serve as California's inaugural state-designated Cultural Districts. Each one of us is an
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serve as California's inaugural state-designated Cultural Districts. Each one of us is an
ambassador of our community, so please help us celebrate our heritage and the
people, places, traditions and events that contribute to the quality of life here by
sharing your photos on Instagram with #GVNCCulturalDistrict. 

Follow these local artists and businesses who are already sharing their images and video:
(Click on the name to view their Instagram page; click on the image to view that specific
photo on their page.)

#augustehaboush

#jillmahanna.art
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