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Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter featuring

the events, stories and people of our community

STAY SAFE.   STAY STRONG.   STAY CREATIVE.

Grand Reopening of the Holbrooke Hotel

On Wednesday, November 4th, the Holbrooke Hotel will be hosting an Open House
to celebrate the reopening of the iconic hotel. Their team of local designers, architects,
contractors and craftspeople have worked tirelessly over the last two years to restore the
charm and history of this treasured local landmark.

Visitors will have an opportunity to tour the property with General Manager Michael
Barber, sample items from the new menus designed by Chef Zachary Ahrenholtz, enjoy
live music, and enter a raffle  to win a Holbrooke Staycation.

Reservations are available beginning at 4:00pm and you must RSVP for a time slot to
attend the Open House. Time slots are limited and will be allocated on a first come first
served basis. Masks and appropriate social distancing will be required.
 

Denise Wey: A Retrospective
Twenty Years of Painting the Yuba River

The Center for the Arts presents "Denise Wey - A Retrospective: Twenty-Two Years of
Painting the Yuba River". Wey's paintings will be on display from November 6th through
December 23rd, 2020. The opening reception will be held on Friday, November 6th,
2020, from 5:00 – 7:00pm; an RSVP is recommended. 

Denise Wey is a painter known for her large-format contemporary acrylic paintings of the
local Yuba River. She has a passion not only for painting, but also for
teaching. Generations of children have blossomed as artists under her loving and
enthusiastic guidance. She also teaches painting and drawing to adults and is now
teaching art live online in Zoom. She is a member of both Art Works Gallery and ASiF
Studios in Grass Valley. An interview with Denise Wey can be viewed here.

The exhibit will be on display in the Granucci Gallery at The Center for the Arts. The
gallery, located at 314 West Main Street in downtown Grass Valley, is open Tuesday
through Friday from noon to 4:00pm. Reserve private gallery time for up to ten people by
emailing gallery@thecenterforthearts.org or by calling 530.274.8384. Masks are required
when visiting the Center,

The book can be purchased at her website, denisewey.com

November Local Creatives Happy Hour

Nevada County Arts Council,  Nevada City Film Festival, Grass Valley-Nevada City
Cultural District, and Truckee Cultural District will be hosting a VIRTUAL version of their
popular monthly happy hour for creatives on Thursday, November 5th, from 5:30pm -
6:30pm. This is a free event held via Zoom.

It's an unavoidable fact that whatever happens on Election Night 2020 we are ALL going
to want to breathe out, have our favorite drink handy, and come together as friends in
facing a future we are all part of.

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing a meeting link.

Art in Storefronts Opening Stroll

The Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District, led by Nevada County Arts Council
and its partners, is inviting the community for an outdoor stroll on Friday November
6th from 4:00pm - 6:00pm, to enjoy newly installed public art in empty storefronts in
our downtown areas. Nevada County Arts Council, together with both Chambers of
Commerce and Grass Valley Downtown Association, has been hard at work over the last
couple of months to match vacant storefronts with participating artists. Ten to fifteen
artists and representatives from CATS and California Heritage Indigenous Research
Project, will be at their locations to engage with the public and answer any questions.
 
Artist finalists are Amanda Ganong & Julie Rose, Nancy Mintz, David King, April Durham &
Bryan Gorrie, Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra, Shelly Covert for California Heritage
Indigenous Research Project, Pamela Hodges, Tahiti Pehrson, Shelby Via and Al
Martinez. A list of locations in each downtown area, as well as a dynamic map to
indicate which artist’s work is shown at which property is available here. 
 
Below are images and descriptions of two of the installations in Nevada City.

TAHITI PEHRSON

The Alpha Building, 210 Broad Street, Nevada City

“The Big Wheel”
(more information here)

“The Big Wheel” is a large hand-cut paper installation. Each panel is hand-cut with
hundreds of X-acto blades out of 100% Cotton paper in Perhson’s small Nevada City
studio. The work was originally commissioned by Facebook for a private event at
Moscone Center in San Francisco in 2018 and was exhibited at Art On Paper International
Art Fair at Fort Mason in San Francisco later that year. The title was taken from the Class
McCombs song “Big Wheel” and parts of the installation were used in the Cass
McCombs video for the song “Sleeping Volcanoes”. 
Photo Credit: Kial James

 CALIFORNIA HERITAGE INDIGENOUS RESEARCH PROJECT

Nisenan of the Nevada City Rancheria

 The Alpha Building, 210 Broad Street, Nevada City

“Pe’amen: An ‘Extinct’ Language"
 

This exhibit briefly addresses forms of erasure. Who are without language, rituals and
teachers. (View CHIRP’s video about “Pe’amen: an ‘extinct’ language” here)

"California Fire & Water" Virtual Poetry Reading

A virtual poetry reading sponsored by Poetry Center San Jose will
feature twenty Northern California contributors from two anthologies: "California
Fire & Water " and "Fire & Rain: Ecopoetry of California" on Tuesday, November 10th,
2020, from 7:00pm - 9:00pm. The Zoom channel opens at 7:00pm and login information
is included below.

Featured readers include five current and past Poets Laureate: Iris Jamahl Dunkle (past,
Sonoma County), Molly Fisk (past, Nevada County), Rafael Jesus Gonzaléz (current,
Berkeley), Indigo Moor (past, Sacramento), Kim Shuck (current, San Francisco). Also
reading will be local poets Kirsten Casey and Maxima Kahn. The readings will be followed
by discussions of the issues presented in the poems.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88469637981...
Meeting ID: 884 6963 7981
Passcode: 641280
One tap mobile
+16699009128,,88469637981#,,,,,,0#,,641280# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,88469637981#,,,,,,0#,,641280# US (Houston)
Dial by your location
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 884 6963 7981
Passcode: 641280
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keN9ojN7Y

FOREST⇌FIRE 
An Interview with Michael & Heather Llewellyn

FOREST⇌FIRE is a traveling interpretive exhibit with companion civic and educational
engagement platforms that will transform viewers’ understanding of the Sierra Nevada
forest, its relationship with fire, and their stewardship role within that relationship. Flowing
thematically through past, present, and future, the exhibit includes multi-lingual (English,
Spanish, Washo) material and works of art in various mediums, including painting, textile,
beadwork, sculpture, and photography. The exhibit  tells the story of how indigenous
people, using low intensity fire, created and maintained the West’s pre-European, old-
growth forest for thousands of years, why our forests are currently in ecological collapse,
and what can be done immediately to prevent further losses.

In response to California’s recent wildfire crisis, California Humanities approached project
directors Michael & Heather Llewellyn to talk about their project. 

The Llewellyn's said, "A disparate team of scientists, federal and state agencies, NGOs,

land trusts, and politicians came together to develop the forest restoration prescription to

stop the catastrophic fire in the Sierra Nevada forest. Our journey with FOREST⇌FIRE

mirrors that effort on a community level. Beginning with the partners, Nevada County Arts

Council, UC Berkeley’s Sagehen Creek Field Station, and Truckee Donner Recreation and

Parks District, our project brings together a wide range of individuals and organizations to

engage the general public in a cultural response to the restoration practices that will help

the community save the forest and become resilient to climate change."

The complete interview is here.

FOREST⇌FIRE debuts in October 2021 at the Truckee-Donner Recreation Center. The
project is supported by the Nevada County Arts Council, and a California Humanities for

All Project Grant. You can support this project by making a donation at the link below.

WHAT A RELIEF! Encore Party

On Thursday, November 12th, at 5:00pm, Nevada County Arts Council will present a
WHAT A RELIEF! Encore Party live on facebook.

This summer, Nevada County Arts Council, in partnership with Nevada County’s myriad
arts organizations, launched the Nevada County Artist Relief Fund. This was in response
to the devastating impacts of the COVID-19 on the working lives of Nevada County's
artists. 

They then launched an online festival called WHAT A RELIEF! and now, from the many
submissions of original footage they received, they have edited together a shorter audio
visual montage and invite you to the WHAT A RELIEF! Encore Party.

As WHAT A RELIEF! draws to a close, efforts to support our artists continue on. The
WHAT A RELIEF! Encore Party is free - but gifts continue to be accepted through the
online campaign for WHAT A RELIEF! and you can make a donation here.

Music in the Mountains Presents
a Virtual Concert with Violinist Tessa Lark

On Friday, November 13th, at 7:00pm, Music in the Mountains will kick off an

amazing new concert series. Featuring award winning violinist Tessa Lark and Artistic

Director and Conductor Ryan Murray, this will be a great evening of classical music and

bluegrass. Tessa has performed in concert halls and with orchestras all over the world and

is a graduate of the New England Conservatory and Juilliard. She is the winner of several

of classical music’s most prestigious prizes and in her recital for Music in the Mountains

will play some of the great solo violin classical repertoire. Tessa is a native of Kentucky

and an acclaimed fiddler as well and will be treating the audience to some great fiddle

pieces too. This is a "pay what you can" live streaming event. Click on the RSVP link

below for streaming information.

SYRCL's Wild & Scenic Art Exhibition
2021 Call for Entries Now Open

The Wild & Scenic Film Festival, in collaboration with Nevada County Arts Council, is
once again inviting artists from far and wide to submit their environmental artwork
for possible inclusion at the 19th annual Wild & Scenic Film Festival, kicking off
virtually January 14, 2021. 

Accepted artists will have the opportunity to exhibit their work in front of a wide virtual
audience of environmental filmmakers, celebrities, social activists, and thousands of
attendees from around the world. Each artist will have a page on the Wild & Scenic
platform dedicated to them and their works, with opportunities for extended patron
engagement, including sales. There will also be a gallery of all selected works for
attendees to virtually stroll through during the event. Selected artists will be eligible for
awards for the top three selections in each category (2-Dimensional and Photography) as
well as a Best in Theme award. On November 5th, the fee to enter increases from $30
to $45, and the final deadline to apply is November 16th. More information here.

Nevada County Artist Relief Fund

Arts events, concerts, and productions have been cancelled in venues across the county
due to the effects of COVID-19 -  and professional artists whose livelihoods are
dependent on these events are facing insurmountable losses.

In response, Nevada County Arts Council has formed a coalition of local arts
organizations to create an emergency initiative to offer financial and informational
resources to artists within Nevada County.

Now is the time to give back to our artists who contribute so much to the quality of our
lives and the wellbeing of our community. Funds will be distributed as micro relief grants
to eligible artists once our fund has reached a critical level.

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY! Your tax-deductible donation goes directly toward the
support of professional artists in all disciplines whose livelihoods have been affected by
the public health crisis. The fund has already received very generous $500 donations
from both Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra (CATS) and Sierra Nevada Brewing
Company, and hopes to raise $40,000 for our local artists.

Fire Season Resources

We are now navigating the full force of wildfire season in our beautiful mountain home.
Nevada County Arts Council has created a Resources and Assistance page for the

creative community  including local updates and critical planning tools .

They have been working with the County on a special "Find Your Five" downloadable card
for creatives. You can download the card now to help prepare for current and future
threats by sharing your emergency plan with five trusted Emergency Allies. The more
connected we are, the more likely we are to get accurate information in a timely manner
and survive an emergency.

COVID-19 Resources for the Creative Community

Nevada County Arts Council has put together a directory of the most current news and
resources for the creative community and the community at large. This directory, which is
updated regularly, includes information about funding, staying connected and virtual
entertainment opportunities, including:

Funding for organizations
Funding for individual artists
Virtual entertainment from around the globe in all disciplines - including dance, film,
kids activities, literary arts, music, podcasts, theatre, and the visual arts
Staying connected via the best of social media
Arts education
Preparedness in the arts and for creative businesses
State and local government updates
Arts advocacy
Artist calls for Nevada County Artists in all disciplines
Calendar of both virtual and place-bound events

#GVNCCulturalDistrict on Instagram

Grass Valley-Nevada City is one of 14 districts selected by The California Arts Council to
serve as California's inaugural state-designated Cultural Districts. Each one of us is an
ambassador of our community, so please help us celebrate our heritage and the
people, places, traditions and events that contribute to the quality of life here by
sharing your photos on Instagram with #GVNCCulturalDistrict. 

Follow these local artists and businesses who are already sharing their images and video:
(Click on the name to view their Instagram page; click on the image to view that specific
photo on their page.)

#NevadaCityChamber
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