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Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the events, stories, and people of our community

STAY SAFE.   STAY STRONG.   STAY CREATIVE.

Nevada County Arts Council Offers $12,600 in CARES
Relief Grants

As the State-Local Partner with California Arts Council in Nevada County, Nevada County
Arts Council has announced the re-granting of $12,600 among six cultural organizations
serving communities of color disproportionately impacted by COVID-19.

The Federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act recognized that
the nonprofit creative sector is a vital part of America’s economy. In response to the
COVID-19 public health crisis, the National Endowment for the Arts awarded 40% of its
CARES appropriation directly to state and regional arts agencies. California Arts Council
distributed its share of funding to those among its State Local-Partners (SLPs) who
elected to opt in.  

Tudor says, “Naturally, we opted in, calling this opportunity Nevada County CARES for the
Arts. Our initiative aligned with both the California Arts Council’s public mission and
commitment to racial equity, and Nevada County Arts Council’s own equity principles,
which respect and value diverse life experiences and heritages, and ensure that all voices
are valued and heard.”

The following organizations received funding from Nevada County CARES for the Arts:

California Heritage: Indigenous Research Project (CHIRP)  $3,000 to support general
operations at a time when capacity building to help re-claim its federal recognition is all-
important.

Color Me Human $3,000 to support its Intimate Stories from the Shadows series, initially
sharing stories from three black women. 

Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra (CATS)  $3,000 in support of its production of Amy
Tan’s The Joy Luck Club, with monies funding expenses related to the show’s
postponement from March, 2020 to 2021.

Trails & Vistas $1,600 to support stipends for artists and presenters as part of its virtual
field trip film, The Dreaming Tree. 

Neighborhood Center of the Arts $1,500 to support three developmentally disabled or
intellectually challenged adults of color, whose participation has been severely hampered
by COVID, and will be used to purchase art supplies and teaching artists to support these
students. 

Grass Valley Taiko $500 towards rent to preserve space for classes which support a
centuries old Japanese art form, one that originated in China and Korea, and was then
later refined in Japan.

Congratulations to all of the awardees!

Prestigious Crocker-Kingsley Competition Brings
Bright Light for Local Artist Friends

Nevada County artists Jill Mahanna and Ruth Chase have been accepted to the 80th

Crocker-Kingsley Competition. The Kingsley Art Club, in cooperation with Sacramento's

Crocker Art Museum and the Blue Line Gallery, holds a biennial competition for

established artists as well as artists just emerging on the scene.

Both painters live in Nevada County. Jill is an oil painter of abstract and expressionist

landscapes. Her painting, “Bridges,” was accepted into the show; it is part of her current

series on paths and destination. Ruth will be exhibiting “She Finds Her Way,” a reflection

on how childhood shapes womanhood, and the role vulnerability plays in our

development.

Nevada County artists are known for supporting each other, and these two did just that

when they encouraged each other to apply to the Crocker Kingsley. "I met Jill at a Music

Together class when our daughters were just a year old. Later, I learned that Jill was a

painter and through the years we've supported each other, as we have had to balance

family with our creative practices. When applying for this competition, Jill and I

encouraged each other as we always have. If anyone gets how hard it is to maintain a

creative life with young children, it's Jill. I often remind her that I'm in her fan club," says

Ruth.

The Crocker-Kingsley Exhibition was first juried in 1940, a tradition that continues to the

present day. Over the past 80 years, this prestigious show has included many premier

names in American and California art, including Wayne Thiebaud. Works selected by this

year's juror, Carrie Lederer, will be on display in all four galleries at Blue Line Arts

through February 20, 2021. 

Blue Line Gallery

405 Vernon Street #100, Roseville, CA 

www.bluelinearts.org 

Gallery hours: Tuesday – Saturday, 11 – 5PM

California Arts Council Introduces Individual
Artist Funding Opportunity

For the first time in 18 years, The California Arts Council returns to individual artist

funding through a new fellowship program intended to recognize, uplift, and celebrate

California artists as part of its 2021 grant opportunities.

The Individual Artist Fellowships will support artists from a broad spectrum of artistic

practices, backgrounds, geographies and communities, whose work addresses themes

such as race, diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility. In doing so, the CAC will

showcase the centrality of artists’ leadership in generating social impact and the evolution

of our traditional and contemporary cultures.

“This is a particularly proud moment for our Council, with a dream realized through this
fellowship program. Direct and unrestricted funding straight to the source—the artists of
our state—is a goal that has been near and dear to the hearts of those on the Council and
the staff alike for some time,” said Larry Baza, Chair of the California Arts Council.

The application and further details for the 2021 Individual Artist Fellowships
opportunity can be found here. Applications are due April 1, 2021.

Wild and Scenic Film Festival Virtual Art Exhibition
Winners

Each year Nevada County Arts Council partners with the Wild & Scenic Film Festival to
mount a multi-venue exhibition of visual art presented in local galleries and businesses
across the downtown areas of the Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District. Together, we
offer a fresh dimension for more than 8,000 festival attendees to enjoy the work of our
artists, and meet with filmmakers, social activists, and environmental leaders.

This year, the exhibition was held virtually and all of the participating artists' work was
enjoyed through the Virtual Art Exhibition Gallery. 

“Never before has the mission of Wild & Scenic Film Festival been more critical. Globally
we stand at a crossroads in terms of our relationship to nature and the future of our
planet. The festival engages us as active participants in a giant adventure through film and
discourse, and it offers filmmakers, naturalists, scientists, artists and ordinary people the
opportunity to lend our voice to this critical conversation. Through the festival’s
accompanying art exhibition each year we challenge visual artists to share personal
perceptions of the wild, whether intimate habitats close to home or wild tracts of nature
untouched...”  — Eliza Tudor, Executive Director, Nevada County Arts Council

Congratulations to the 2021 Art Exhibition Award Winners and thank you to this year's
judges, Consuelo (Chelo) Montoya, Denise Domergue, and Lori Horne. 

Support the FOREST ⇌ FIRE Exhibition

You will be seeing a lot more of Nevada County Arts Council’s ground-breaking project,
FOREST⇌FIRE in 2021. The brain-child of Llewellyn Studio, we invite you to contribute
today to help save our forests and watersheds. Make a tax deductible donation now,
and the Council will match your donation – dollar for dollar – with funds leveraged
from state and local partners.

Through FOREST⇌FIRE, an interpretive exhibition opening in fall 2021 at Truckee
Community Recreation Center, we are sharing a story that reaches back as far the last ice-
age and right up to the present moment. It is the story of our forests. Your support will
provide Californians with an immersive experience combining arts, science, industry, and
education to reveal what roles each of us can play in helping to save our forests. Through
FOREST⇌FIRE, participants of all ages will learn:

Why our forests are in ecological collapse
What healthy forests can look like
How our forest ecology, including our watersheds and wildlife, can be saved and
nurtured
How forest health impacts our health, safety, and economy!

 Learn more and support the project>> 

Poetry Out Loud

Calling high school students – last call for your direct submissions!
 
This year offers a unique opportunity for students to submit their recorded poetry
recitations to Nevada County Arts Council directly, to be considered for our County
Championships. We invite you to call us at (530) 718-0727 or send us an email
to poetry@nevadacountyarts.org if you need help choosing your poem or recording your
poem from home. We are here to help! Learn more about the program here>>

February Virtual Creatives Meetup: February 4th

Nevada County Arts Council and Nevada City Film Festival, together with representatives
from the Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District, including the Cities of Grass Valley
and Nevada City, our Chambers of Commerce and our Downtown Association, look
forward to welcoming you for our February Meetup for Creatives on Thursday,
February 4th, 2021, at 5:30pm. Truckee Arts Alliance will also be joining us to share
creative news and advocacy opportunities from the High Sierra. 

What is the Nevada County Arts Council? What does the Arts Council do? How does an
Arts Council impact me and my community? How can I get involved in my local Arts
Council? Can only artists join the Council? Have you ever wondered or asked these
questions? Join us for a fun and vibrant discussion to learn more about the Nevada
County Arts Council! 
 
You will need to register in advance to join our Meetup, after which you will receive a
confirmation email containing a link to join us.
 
Register in advance here>>

Sierra Writers Conference 2021: Empowering Voices
February 5th - 6th

The 2021 Sierra Writers Conference theme - "Empowering Voices" - speaks to rebirth
after a year of tumultuous change and the process by which we develop as
writers. Engage with a community of writers and powerful presenters whose works and
workshops focus on equity, social justice, writing, and creativity. Develop your voice and
be transformed. Featured speakers include award-winning author and jazz musician
James McBride, and revolutionary educator and speaker Bettina Love.

During the two-day virtual conference on February 5th and 6th,  “Empowering
Voices,” attendees will have the opportunity to work with successful writers who will share
their voices to empower yours. Attendees will discover ways to approach their craft,
develop their writing, and pursue publication. 

Nevada City Farmers Market
First Saturdays Winter Market on February 6th

Saturday, February 6 marks the next Nevada City Farmers Market. Held on the first

Saturday of the month, the winter market is a community hub featuring fresh and local

food and artisan products from local artists, farms and food purveyors.

Applications are now open for the regular 2021 season running from May 1st until

December 18th. Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis, with priority given to

those received before February 28, 2021. Apply here>>

Winter Market

First Saturdays from January-April

9am-12pm

Masks required. See here for COVID-19 operating protocols.

Location: DA/Three Forks Parking Lot off Union St. in Downtown Nevada City

Nevada County Reads & Writes Art Walk
February 8th - 13th

The Nevada County Reads & Writes Art Walk will be held from February 8th to 13th

in Nevada City. Walk around town and enjoy art inspired by themes from The Round

House by Louise Erdrich, including original art submitted by local high school students for

the Teen Art Contest in the Fall 2020 semester, poetry, and short film!  

On Saturday February 13th at 1pm, join Shelly Covert from the California Heritage:

Indigenous Research Project (CHIRP) live online in her welcoming address as she inspires

our county to look towards our own local history and talk about the work of CHIRP and

the Nisenan tribe. Drop by any library location offering front door or curbside pickup for a

Art for Non-Violence Grab Bag and join in on our art Kick-Off!

M. Butterfly, Nevada Theatre, 2019, courtesy of Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra

Celebrate Chinese Lunar New Year on February 12th 

As we approach a Chinese Lunar New Year like no other, we asked Jeannie Wood,

Executive Director of Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra (CATS), to share reflections

on what Chinese Lunar New Year means to her. 

"What does Chinese Lunar New Year have in common with Thanksgiving and Christmas?

For me, growing up in San Francisco’s Chinatown, it was family, food, excitement, and

remembrance. These three holidays had the same heightened celebration for me as a

child.

While my parents were immigrants to America from southern China - here for a better life

like most immigrants - the upbringing of their “baby boomer” children was strict (there

were five of us kids!). It was tough balancing the traditional values and old schools of

thought with the “new” and more “progressive” ways of thinking..."

Read the full article here>>

Music in the Mountains: Free Summerfest Virtual
Concert, February 12th 

Join Music in the Mountains for a free virtual concert on February 12th at 7pm. The

performance will highlight artists from the 2020 Summerfest Music Academy. The concert

will feature live and pre-recorded music highlighting some of best performances and

collaborations from Summerfest, along with new selections for your enjoyment.

Learn more about the Summerfest Music Academy on the Music in the Mountains blog>>

COVID-19 Resources for the Creative Community

Nevada County Arts Council has put together a directory of the most current news and
resources for the creative community and the community at large. This directory, which is
updated regularly, includes information about funding, staying connected and virtual
entertainment opportunities, including:

Funding for organizations
Funding for individual artists
Virtual entertainment from around the globe in all disciplines - including dance, film,
kids activities, literary arts, music, podcasts, theatre, and the visual arts
Staying connected via the best of social media
Arts education
Preparedness in the arts and for creative businesses
State and local government updates
Arts advocacy
Artist calls for Nevada County Artists in all disciplines
Calendar of both virtual and place-bound events

#GVNCCulturalDistrict on Instagram

Grass Valley-Nevada City is one of 14 districts selected by The California Arts Council to
serve as California's inaugural state-designated Cultural Districts. Each one of us is an
ambassador of our community, so please help us celebrate our heritage and the
people, places, traditions and events that contribute to the quality of life here by
sharing your photos on Instagram with #GVNCCulturalDistrict. 

Follow these local artists and businesses who are already sharing their images and video:
(Click on the name to view their Instagram page; click on the image to view that specific
photo on their page.)
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