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Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the events, stories, and people of our community

Opening Reception
“Elements”

Friday, August 4, 6:00 - 9:00pm

The Odd Fellows Seven Stars Gallery
210 Spring St, Nevada City

Featuring eight local artists - Eileen Blodgett, Nik Colyer,  Yvon Dockter, Eli Rush, 
Rene Sprattling, David Wong, Peggy Wright, and Kathy Wronski - Elements hopes
to “convey not only the beauty of the earth, but the interconnectedness, diversity,
and relationship between” all things.

Show coordinator Peggy Wright gathered artists she knows and admires and
asked them to select an element (or elements) of the earth to showcase in their
work. “Earth, fire, wind, water, wood and the human element are all depicted
through color,” she states. The show displays work in a variety of mediums
including paintings, ceramics, photography and mixed media.

This stunning exhibition boasts nearly 60 pieces from the eight artists and will be
up through the month of August.

”Water flows, falls, drips, freezes, thaws, erodes, pools, and quenches: a dance
with all life on earth.” - Peggy Wright, mixed media collage.

“My arguably anthropomorphic ceramic containers, which are created from earth,
fire, and the wind in my personal sail are reflective of our individual inner essence
and our enduring connection to the elements in the serene physical world,” - Rene
Sprattling, ceramicist.

“Color is the tool used to suggest emotion and personality. There are numerous
elements in art but color is key in my work,” - Kathy Wronski, painter. 

Monthly Creatives Meetup
Thursday, August 10, 5-7:00pm

The Studio of Miles Toland
14858 North Bloomfield Road, Nevada City

Mark your calendars for this Meetup as we get a chance to look inside and behind
the scenes of the creative hub for a few of the arts and culture producers in
Nevada County. Miles Toland and others will share about upcoming projects,
collaborations, and community visions. You’ll have a chance to ask questions and
see some of their work close up.

Each month we meet at a new location to serve artists, our creative workforce and
our community in the Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District. Our Creatives
Meetups are a great way to make connections, share ideas, and get inspired.

  G e t  T i c k e t s  

Running through the month of August, this show encompasses a range of styles
and moods in LeeAnn Brooks' paintings, capturing the breadth of emotion felt in
the landscape. With many in large format, the contemporary mixed media
paintings reflect the expressiveness of light and form in the environment. Working
in her signature style of texture, design and color nuances, the series is inspired by
the landscape she has experienced in her travels.

Five-time award winner in both the California State Fair as well as the Wild &
Scenic Film Festival’s juried art competitions. She has also won five national
awards for her book “Points of Inspiration: An Artist’s Journey with Painting and
Photography” and was accepted into the rigorous Crocker-Kingsley show in 2022.
Brooks’ paintings are in permanent collections in healthcare facilities throughout
California, including Kaiser Permanante, Sutter Health and UC Davis Medical
Centers.

She was awarded the Dr. Leland and Sally Lewis Visual Artist Award from the
Nevada City Chamber of Commerce in California in 2015 and ran a successful
gallery LeeAnn Brook Fine Art in downtown Nevada City, California for 5 years.
She presently operates LeeAnn Brook Fine Art from her private studio in Nevada
City, California. For more information, visit www.leeannbrookfineart.com

Free Headshots for
Artists

Friday, August 4, 6-9:00pm

Nevada County Arts Council 
100 N. Pine St Suite C

Join us with local photographer Casey Garrotto for the
final ArtWalk of 2023 in downtown Nevada City. We will
be offering ten minute slots for artists to sign up and get
their photo taken. Are you a musician? Bring your
instrument! Are you a poet, a painter, or dancer? A
director, actor, playwright, or muse? If a professional
headshot or full body portrait is your next step, join us on
Friday.

Wear what you love, what gets you noticed, what
captures your artistic expression and we’ll help capture
your dreams. Artists will be sent one image from their
session, black & white or color, to be determined by the
photographer.

While you wait learn about the many ways we support
local artists, future initiatives, and how you can sign up to
become a member.

Nevada County Pride presents the inaugural

Nevada County Pride
Festival 2023

Sunday, August 6, 2023, 1:00 -
10:00pm

Miners Foundry
325 Spring Street, Nevada City

A day of joy, celebration, and a shared commitment to
inclusivity. This free event is open to all, with a suggested
donation at the door. All are welcome, locals and visitors
alike and invited to experience the spirit of pride and
inclusivity, Nevada County style, at the iconic Miners
Foundry.

“We are thrilled to host this Pride event, a remarkable
gathering that will resonate with laughter, music, dance,
and the joy of celebration," said Kimberly “Pepper” Pepe,
Board Member and Event Chair. "Our aim is to provide a
safe and joyous space where the local community can
come together, learn from each other, and create lasting
memories that will inspire unity and acceptance long after
the event concludes."

REBEL MARKET
RELAUNCH

Sunday, August 13, 2:00 - 8:00pm

Gold Vibe Kombuchary
12615 Charles Dr, Grass Valley

Welcome back Rebel Market, the vibrant community
where creativity and connection intertwine! Bringing
together artists, makers, healers, and changemakers in a
harmonious celebration of art, positive change, and
meaningful relationships. Join in for an extraordinary
event series that promises to ignite your spirit and nourish
your soul.

“Rebel Market is not just a market; it’s a sacred
commerce practice that empowers creativity and
community growth. Thir mission is to foster an
atmosphere of networking, showcasing talents, and
building meaningful connections, all while celebrating the
spirit of rebellion in harmony and creativity.

Embrace the power of a community exchange circular
economy at Rebel Market. Our north star is to create a
space where creativity thrives, and the spirit of giving
back enriches us all. We need your participation to make
this vision a reality!” - Rebel Market founder Nicole
Franco

AN INSPIRING LINEUP

2:00 PM - Opening Circle & Doors

Join LALA Love & Community as we commence this
magical journey.

3:00 PM - Breakouts, Beats & Skill Share

Let Andrew Jumanji lead a breakdancing workshop and
embrace skill shares during this hour of breakout
sessions.

4:00 PM - CO-Creative Conversations

Engage in thought-provoking discussions with Susan
Davis of Co-Creation Community, Catalyst & Co. Founder
Nicole Franco & Community, paving the way for positive
impact.

5:00 PM - Dragon's Nest

Immerse yourself in music from the sacred origins of
mystical cultures & timelines.This mesmerizing
performance will transport you to realms of wonder and
awe. 

6:00 PM - Chonie Vargas

Experience the cosmic melodies and soul-stirring sounds
of Chonie Vargas, a California Native with wild music
roots, as she channels the gift of song through awareness
and cosmic consciousness.

7:00 PM - SoulSeed

Soul Seed, a gifted DJ and producer, believes music is
medicine for the soul—her eclectic sounds, juicy bass
lines, and rhythms of the world create a space where
people connect, celebrate, and flow, inviting joy and
purpose on the dance floor.

If you’re interested in participating at the next Rebel
Market you can fill out the application here.

Country Roots
& Cowboy

Boots
August 9-13

Nevada County
Fairgrounds

11228 McCourtney Road

Fair Hours:
The Fair is open from 10:00am–11:00pm

Exhibit Buildings open 10:00am–
10:00pm, Sunday until 9:00pm

Carnival opens 11:00am

“This year there is an assortment of new
features including additional food
choices, thrilling carnival rides, and
grounds entertainment including the
Canine Stars Stunt Dog Show which was
featured on America’s Got Talent in 2021!
This is also a great place to reconnect
with your inner child and take a spin on
one of Butler Amusements’ attractions.
Whether it’s the Zipper or the White-
Water Ride, we hope you have a blast!”

Andrew Trygg,
Chief Executive Officer

For more information about the Fair and
to find this years Fair Guide check out
their website.

The Miners Foundry is pleased to present the

27th Annual
Jerry Bash

Saturday, August 5, 2:00 - 10:00pm

Pioneer Park
421 Nimrod Street, Nevada City

A community celebration of the music of the Grateful
Dead and Jerry Garcia’s birthday featuring music, food,
libations, art, and vendors.

The Bands:
Deadbeats

The band made their debut at Nevada City’s renowned
Mad Dogs and Englishmen Pub on August 4, 1994.  Filled
to capacity with crowds lining up outside, they knew they
were on to something – a certain indefinable sound and
feel that captures the essence of a Grateful Dead concert.

They started Jerry Bash in 1996 as a free concert in
Pioneer Park.  Over the years, band members have
rotated but the core group continues with great shows
and big crowds.

The current lineup includes Tom Menig, Gary Campus,
Eric Menig, Rob Kopp, Glenn Tucker, Peter Wilson, and
Jenn Knapp.

Grateful Riders featuring Bob Woods

Best known for songs like “Panama Red”, “Henry”, “The
Glendale Train” and “Lonesome LA Cowboy”.  The
Grateful Riders is a loving tribute to Garcia’s other band
the New Riders of the Purple Sage, The Byrds and other
rock-meets-country favorites along with a few original
songs. Led by Nevada County’s favorite Bob Woods!  

Grateful Riders are Bob Woods (guitar), Skip Alan Smith
(drums), “The” Brett Cole (bass), Joe Ybarra (pedal steel),
and Michael Rock (guitar, vocals).

Honey of the Heart

Justin Ancheta and Maren Metke have musical nectar
flowing through their veins. The dynamic Grass Valley duo
are the driving force behind a project that is even sweeter
than it sounds. A mix of musical interpretations influenced
by folk, soul, roots and world/flamenco styles. Built upon
a repertoire of uplifting original material, they join together
with other phenomenal musicians to create. Honey of the
Heart weaves soaring harmonies and hypnotic
polyrhythms into a groove intended for dancing, rejoicing
and blissful recalibration.

Painted Mandolin

A dynamic journey through Jerry Garcia’s
repertoire and beyond, this quartet
offers original arrangements, surprising
twists and turns, and jams that rise up
your spine. Painted Mandolin moves
your toes, and heels, and soul -
pulsing through this music that we love.

Painted Mandolin is:
Joe Craven–Mandolin, Fiddle, Vocals
and Percussion.
Larry Graff–Guitar  and Vocals.
Matt Hartle–Guitar, Banjotar, and Vocals.
Dan Robbins–Upright and Electric Bass.

Artists’ Spotlight:
LeeAnn Brook

We had a moment to drop in with local
artist LeeAnn Brook to talk about her
upcoming gallery show, what brought
her to art, and her personal wellness
practices.

What inspired you to become an
artist?

My father was artistically talented, but
passed away when I was 6 years old. So
even though he wasn’t around to pass
on that wisdom, my mother made sure to
put other artistic influences in my life,
and through the tremendous
encouragement from teachers and
mentors, it was clear that I wanted to be
an artist from a very early age.

What is your style?

I paint large format contemporary
landscape paintings as well as abstracts.
My style is loose and expressive, with a
particular love for color. I work in mixed
media, including acrylic, collage,
charcoal and oil pastel. Growing up at a
lake in the countryside of Connecticut, all
of my work is inspired from nature.

What do you do for your personal
wellness?

My personal wellness is powered by my
art, among other things. I spend as much
time as possible in the outdoors, hiking
and camping throughout the West coast,
getting inspiration around every corner.
During the pandemic when we had to
stay indoors, my studio was my haven.
My painting was such a great distraction,
allowing me to be very present, taking
me away from any worries. It was a true
life-saver and I am so grateful to have
had art as my salvation for so many
years. I’m also fortunate to have my art in
many healthcare facilities throughout
California, as I feel art can provide an
important part of healing.

What excites you about your work and
keeps bringing you back to the
canvas?

Painting the environment for over 40
years, my work is ever-changing. As the
earth changes with its rotation around
the sun, there is something new around
every corner to capture, bringing feelings
from bold exhilaration to utter peace.
What thrills me most is working on a
large canvas, inviting greater expression
through a broad dance of the brush, with
color that evokes familiarity of a special
place. Working entirely from memory, I’m
inspired as I recall sounds, smells and
atmospheres that have been captured in
my brain from recent trips. This allows
me to interpret the landscape in my own
personal way, bringing the canvas to life.

Range
Emotion in
Landscape

Opening reception at the
Piper J Gallery

Saturday, August 5
5:00 - 7:00pm

10250 Donner Pass Road,
Truckee

Artists in Action

Sunday Art Demo
Featuring Jan Anderson - Fused Glass

Sunday, August 13, 1:00 - 3:00pm

Art Works Gallery
113 Mill Street, Grass Valley

Usually on the Second Saturday of each month this
August’s Artists in Action event at Art Works Gallery has
coordinated with the downtown Grass Valley Art Walk.

Watch Jan demonstrate the versatility of the glass fusion
process using several different colors and textures,
including powder, frit, sheet glass, and dichroic styles.

Come check out Grass Valley's bustling pedestrian mall
on Mill Street and get a glimpse into the world of glass
fusion!

The Muse - Open Mic
Thursday, August 2, 6:00 - 9:00pm

Delish Bish
214 Broad Street, Nevada City

“Muse is a decade-long celebration of being. A cauldron
of creative camaraderie bubbling with the risk of
vulnerable expression, trust and some of the wildest
imaginations in the observable universe.” - Michael
Clarity

Three Women of
the Ridge

Opening Reception 
Sunday, August 13, 6:00 -

9:00pm

North Columbia
Schoolhouse Cultural

Center 17894 Tyler Foote
Rd, Nevada City

Three women “Ridge" artists, with
unique and distinct styles, will be joining
together for a show, running the entire
month of August thru September, at the
North Columbia School House Cultural
Center, on the North San Juan Ridge of
Nevada City, CA.

Join us as we celebrate the expression of
creativity that is inspired by the beauty,
silence, space, and energy of “The
Ridge,” with works by Sabrina
Blackburn, Oliah Fall, and Keziah
Jeanne.

Live music by local musicians :
Quantum, Nerve Ascending and the
blues band Tyler Foote Walkers

About The Artists
Oliah Fall is an eco-conscious visual
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HARVEST DINNER FUNDRAISER
Thursday, August 24, 5:30 - 11:30pm

The Stone House
107 Sacramento Street, Nevada City

You are invited to attend a special evening of food, presentation and celebration
benefiting the Tribally guided nonprofit CHIRP - California Heritage: Indigenous
Research Project, whose mission is to: PRESERVE, PROTECT & PERPETUATE
NISENAN CULTURE

This is the fourth annual fundraiser at The Stone House, who is generously
donating 100% of the evenings proceeds.

THE DINNER EVENT from 6 - 9PM INCLUDES:

PRESENTATION: by Shelly Covert, Executive Director of CHIRP and Tribal
Spokesperson for the Nevada City Rancheria Nisenan + Special Guests TBA.
Learn about the history of the Nisenan in this area, where they are now, where they
are headed as a Tribe, and how you can support.

~~~~~

PRE FIXE DINNER:

Enjoy a Farm-to-Table Pre Fixe Dinner --in collaboration with local farms-- which
includes Salad, Entree, Dessert + Glass of Wine or Non-Alcoholic Beverage. The
Harvest Dinner menu will be created and prepared by the talented Chef Garret of
The Stone House.

There will be a vegetarian and meat (organic beef) option.

After dinner, the downstairs bar will be open and there will be time to mingle with
friends and community!

TICKETS: $95

Ticket Link: https://perpetuating-nisenan-culture.eventbrite.com
***LIMITED TICKETS AVAILABLE***

_________________________________________________

CHIRP is a 501c3 non-profit organization and funds raised by this event go to
support the campaign to restore Federal recognition for the Tribe as well as
support their 14th annual Nisenan Heritage Day event on Nov. 4th. The Nisenan
Tribal members of the Nevada City Rancheria are original, lineal descendants of
the Nisenan, who were here before the gold rush and remain here in their ancestral
homelands today.
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artist from Maine who studied at the
Maine College of Art and has lived in
Nevada City for the past decade. She
makes her paints from natural organic
Earth Paint pigments, walnut oil, or eco-
friendly plant-based acrylic medium.
Trees, birds, people, bees, and flowers
are her subjects of choice and she likes
to play with colors. She is also a nature
photographer known for her bee photos.

Sabrina Blackburn is a self-taught artist,
originally from Salt Lake City, UT. Sabrina
is an oil painter, who tries to embody a
mystical, ethereal, playful, tribal,
primordial, African, Native American, and
psychedelic influence into her art.

In 2021, she opened her first gallery in
Nevada City, “The Sacred Higher Ground
Gallery + Art Collective”, which remained
open until late 2022. She has been living
in Nevada City for about 2 years, and
nowadays is primarily focused on
painting and building her body of work.

Keziah Jeanne is an oil painter who finds
solace, healing, and wonder in the
mysterious familiarity of the cosmos. She
lives in Nevada City with her horses who
have been filling her with inspiration. Her
most recent work has been interweaving
the two. She believes horses are the
most cosmic of all beings and her
paintings lend to that vision.
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