
NEVADA COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL

Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the events, stories, and people of our community

MONTHLY CREATIVES MEETUP

Join us this Thursday, April 6th from 5-7pm

At the Full Circle Press
12803 Macboyle Way, Grass Valley

Join us for our April Creatives Meetup at the iconic home of Full Circle Press, a rare
letterpress printer, "the original social media." Every first Thursday, we meet at a
different venue to serve artists, our creative workforce, and our Grass Valley-Nevada
City Cultural District community. Our Creatives Meetups are a great way to make
connections, share ideas, and be inspired.

With April kicking off Arts, Culture & Creativity Month, join us to share your vision,
passions and projects, learn about the ways Nevada County Arts Council is here to
serve our creative community, and a little bit about the history of the Full Circle Press.

Carpooling is encouraged!

Nevada County Arts Council Presents:

7th Annual Sierra Poetry Festival

April 15th, 2023 
The Center for the Arts, Grass Valley

Attended by some of our most exciting local, national and international poets and
performers, and preceded by a month of Poetry Pop-ups taking place right now
and throughout April in venues across Nevada County.

Sierra Poetry Festival is a live international festival marking National Poetry Month
from the rolling foothills of California’s Gold Country to the rugged High Sierra,
bringing a rich literary community together to celebrate the spoken word and
reach out to new audiences in fresh ways. Through Sierra Poetry Festival we also
celebrate California Arts, Culture & Creativity Month and we draw attention to our
two coveted California Cultural Districts.

P u r c h a s e  T i c k e t s

Community Asian Theater of the Sierra Presents:

The Great Leap by Lauren Yee

Directed by Scott Gilbert
Nevada Theatre 401 Broad Street, Nevada City

opening night April 27th 7pm
Shows April 27 - May 20, 2023

The Great Leap tells the story of Manford Lum, a local star of the sidewalk
basketball courts of San Francisco’s Chinatown who strong-arms his way into an
American college team traveling to Beijing for a “friendship” game. Set amidst the
friction of post-cultural revolution China, The Great Leap explores the cultural
collision of identity and politics through the game of basketball. Witty and weighty,
Lauren Yee’s The Great Leap keeps tensions high right up to the final buzzer.

“Growing up, my father dominated San Francisco’s Chinatown basketball courts.
In the 1980s, his legendary team ehaded to a newly open China to play exhibition
games against the best teams in the People’s Republic. That nugget of his history
formed the inspiration for my play The Great Leap nearly 40 years later.” - Lauren
Yee, playwright

T i c k e t s  f o r  T h e  G r e a t  L e a p

Nevada City Film Festival presents their annual

Comedy Nights

Friday - Sunday, April 7-9, 2023
Nevada Theatre, 401 Broad Street, Nevada City

Tickets: Free-$20
Back by popular demand, the (NCFF) presents their semi-annual Comedy Nights.
Once part of the three-day international independent film festival, NCFF Comedy
Nights has grown to become its own signature event having welcomed such
infamous characters as Marc Maron, Tig Notaro, Maria Bamford, Tim Heidecker,
Brett Gelman, Eric Andre, Nick Kroll, Natasha Leggero, Kyle Kinane, John Early
and Kate Berlant to name a few.

“We’ve been lucky to host so many up-and-coming comedians, right before they
have their big break,” shares Jesse Locks, executive director. “Often times these
comedians are working on what will become their signature jokes, and local
audiences can later share bragging rights that they saw so and so before they
made it big.”

This year’s mini fest kicks off Friday with a free live tapping of The Poundcast with
DJ Douggpound, best known for his work on shows such as Tim and Eric
Awesome Show, Great Job! The Eric Andre Show, and Portlandia; and comedian
Brent Weinbach, a favorite from previous NCFF Comedy Nights. Together the two
joke around and talk to various guests which include musicians, comedians,
directors… you never know who might show up.

Saturday night will feature comedians Beth Stelling with special guest Carly Kane.
Besides being a comedian, Beth Stelling is a writer and actress based out of L.A.
who recently wrote for season 3 of The Last O.G. on TBS, as an on-set writer for
Good Boys, a feature film produces by Seth Rogen and Evan Goldberg, and Sarah
Silverman’s Hulu series, I Love You America. Sunday night will host a screening of
of the 2019 film “The Death of Dick Long.”

“The Death of Dick Long mixes dark humor with provocative ideas to produce a
sharp blend that’s admittedly uneven but uniquely satisfying.” - Rotten Tomatoes

Originally from Santiago, Chile and here by way of Mexico, Ms. Decebal-Cuza has
been a resident of Nevada County for nearly a decade. “I came here with my two
sons and my husband, we thought maybe we could live here, and it has been like
a dream.” Now housed at what was formerly known as Broad Street Bistro and
Gallery, she has embraced the space as her own. This beautiful, serene, and
uplifting café, art gallery, and event space is her way of giving back to the
community that she loves so dearly.

Upon entering you are greeted by the friendly staff behind the counter. You will
notice that they serve a variety of delicious and organic foods made in house,
fresh pressed juices, coffees and teas. The beautifully accented blue tables, the art
on the walls, and the display case full of interesting and eye-catching geometric
figures, all created by Ms. Decebal-Cuza herself.

As you head towards the back of the establishment there is a small room off to the
right. A sign on the wall reads “Stress Free Zone,” here you can sit and paint on
canvases of various sizes available for purchase, with paints provided for use. We
talked about the mission of EspirituArt, to support all who enter to find the spirit of
their own art. Whether through painting, connecting, or merely sitting and enjoying
the food and drink available, this is the place to come and unwind in the middle of
a busy day or at the end of a hectic week. “My thought was, how can I add value
to the place where I live? How can I bring something more. I want to inspire others.
I want to offer something to the people to help uplift their day and their spirits.”

It is the vision of EspirituArt to offer the space to host events, workshops and
classes for the community that align with this purpose of upliftment. We’re looking
forward to the Spring and Summer months when the patio will be open, and when
the time is right EspirituArt begin showcasing the work of other local artists. “My
goal is to have people that are happy here, our customers are not just a number,
we try to be real and connect.” In fact many of the visitors to EspirituArt have
shared their experience that “there’s something special here, the energy that flows
through, that they can enjoy and take back home with them.”

With her children grown, Decebal-Cuza could once again dedicate time to her
study of art, and three years ago enrolled in the Studio Art program at Sierra
College. Afterwards she began showing and selling her art at venues around town,
from Briar Patch to Ananda to name a few. We asked what she loves best about
our creative community. “The variety,” she said. “I feel proud of our artistic
community, I love all of the things on offer. Visual artists, musicians, poets,
jewelers, artisans and sculptors, all with so many different ways of expressing
themselves while all helping to connect us with the heart.”

This too seems to be the ethos behind her creative drive. When asked about the
process Ms. Decebal-Cuza shared, “My creative process isn’t set in stone and
begins in many different ways. I do my best to capture the harmony, geometry, and
beauty that’s surrounding us and focus on those things when creating. Wherever
we place our attention, that’s what will grow, both within us and without us.”

We appreciate what Paula Decebal-Cuza is tending to in our community and hope
that she continues to grow as an artist and a business owner.

InConcert Sierra Presents:

Kenny Broberg - Winner of the 2021
American Pianists Award

Sunday, April 16, 2023 2pm
Pre-concert forum begins at 1:15pm

doors open at 1:00pm
InConcert Sierra, in collaboration with the American Pianists Association, has been
presenting the APA Christel DeHaan Classical winner since 2001.

Before winning the prestigious 2021 American Pianists Awards, Broberg captured
the silver medal at the 2017 Van Cliburn International Piano Competition and
bronze medal at the 2019 International Tchaikovsky Competiiton, as well as prizes
at several other international competitions. He is lauded for his inventive, intelligent
and intense performances.

Program:

Cesar Franck/Harold Bauer
Prelude, Fuge, et Variation

Ludwig van Beethoven
Sonata in E flat Major, op 81 a “Les Adiex”

Amy Beach
Ballade in D flat Major, op 6

~Intermission~

Nicolai Medtner
Piano Sonata in E minor, op 25 no 2, “Night Wind”
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April is for the Arts
Californians for the Arts is honoring the fifth year of Arts,
Culture & Creativity Month by engaging arts advocates
across the state and raising awareness about the impact
of the arts within communities of all sizes through free
events, resources, and advocacy opportunities.

We are hoping you will join us either in-person or via
Zoom as we meet with our District 1 representatives
in the weeks to come. Let us know you want to join us
by submitting an Interest Form today! Scroll down to
complete the “Contact Information” section, as well
as the “Additional Information” – and we’ll be in
touch.

As a State-Local Partner with California Arts Council and
a member of Californians for the Arts, Nevada County
Arts Council has an important role to play in advocating
for the arts within our community and with local
legislators – and we believe you do too!

Business Spotlight
As part of Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District’s
partnership with the business community, we like to
throw a monthly spotlight on our local artisans. This
month, we introduce Paula Madariaga Decebal-Cuza,
curator and owner of EspirituArt, at 426 Broad Street in
downtown Nevada City.

Artists’ Spotlight
We also took the time to talk with Paula
Decebal-Cuza about her passion for art.
“When I was young, I wanted to be an
artist, but my family was against it. So, I
studied Civil Engineering in College.”
While there she decided to take an art
class, there she rekindled the love of art
that she’d had as a child and knew that it
was what she wanted to do for the rest
of her life. “That reacquaintance with art
became crucial in my development, but I
stopped pursuing this passion for a while
due to obstacles of fate.”

Artworks Gallery - Second
Saturday with Michelle Jewett
Saturday, April 8th 1pm-4pm
A monthly Atists in Action Event

Michelle will be at the gallery to talk about fluid acrylic art,
her approach, as well as demonstrating on a small scale
how she creates a fluid art piece.

Artworks Gallery is located at 113 Mill St, Grass Valley

Springtime at Ananda
Crystal Hermitage

April 1 - May 7, 2023
10am-5pm every day

With 19,000 tulips, this year will be
especially memorable. Get your tickets
now and reserve space for yourself or for
your friends and family.

Enjoy the terraced gardens above the
main house, meander through the paths
below the Shrine of the Masters, and
spend some time at our koi pond above
the chapel.

“The tulips, the absolutely charming
chapel, the views of the Yuba River
canyon, the people serving there, the
vibrations, all combine to create
something really unique.” 
- Nayaswami Devarshi

Find out more and buy tickets here.

Earth Fest Street Fair
Join our friends at the Nevada City
Chambers of Commerce for the 2nd
Annual Earth Fest Celebration in
downtown Nevada City on April 23,
2023

This event takes place in one of our
beloved cultural districts and is sure to
inform and inspire all who attend. The
Grass Valley - Nevada City Cultural
District is founded on our notions of
community, cultural and environmental
stewardships and we believe this fresh
and new annual event builds on that. It
will include live music, special
performances, interactive booths and
demos, kid’s activities, earth-friendly
vendors, organic foods, and more.

This is a zero-waste event and we need
your help to make it a success! The
event will be utilizing a state-of-the-art
bio-burner to process most of the waste
and turn it into char.

You can learn more about Earth Fest
Street Fair and how to get involved here.
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