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Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the events, stories, and people of our community

STAY SAFE.   STAY STRONG.   STAY CREATIVE.

2021 Sierra Poetry Festival - Online April 10th - 11th

Sierra Poetry Festival is a live international festival marking National Poetry Month from
the rolling foothills of California’s Gold Country to the rugged High Sierra, bringing our rich
literary community together to celebrate the spoken word and reach out to brand new
audiences in fresh ways. Each year we present some of the most exciting poets,
musicians, literary critics, and presenters from across the world for an interdisciplinary
experience that engages audiences globally.

This year, with our theme of “Re-membering,” we are presenting some of the most
exciting poets, musicians, literary critics, and presenters from across the world for an
interdisciplinary experience that engages audiences globally. Please check out the festival
website for information on the program, presenters and how to register.

The festival is FREE of charge – offering unparalleled access to workshops, readings,
open mics, key conversations of relevance, humor and meaning, at no cost to you. Please
take advantage of this beautiful gift as COVID wears on and a silver lining forms around its
cloud. Join us in celebration of our fifth annual festival on Saturday, April 10th and
Sunday, April 11th!

Pay With A Poem - Celebrating World Poetry Day
March 21st 

Sierra Poetry Festival celebrates National Poetry Month in April with an array of
international, national and regional poets and presenters. One of the additional ways we
celebrate is through Pay With a Poem on World Poetry Day on March 21st! As poetry
continues to bring people together across continents, all are invited to join in. Held every
year on March 21st, World Poetry Day was established by UNESCO during its 30th
General Conference in Paris in 1999, with the aim of supporting linguistic diversity through
poetic expression and increasing the opportunity for endangered languages to be
heard. World Poetry Day is the occasion to honor poets, the literary arts, and oral
tradition. 

To participate, compose an original poem of 30 words or less, or 2 Haikus. Take a selfie
with your poem, or a picture of the poem only, and present it at one of these participating
local cafes on March 21st to receive your free cup of coffee, then send the photo by email
to: poetry@nevadacountyarts.org – and we will  share via social media. The following
Nevada County cafes are accepting poems for coffee on March 21st:

Caroline’s Coffee, 128 South Auburn Street, Grass Valley
BriarPatch Food Coop Deli, 290 Sierra College Drive, Grass Valley
Brew Bakers Coffee and Tea House, 209 W Main St, Grass Valley
Three Forks Bakery, 211 Commercial Street., Nevada City
Miners Foundry, 325 Spring Street, Nevada City
Java Johns, 306 Broad Street, Nevada City
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Celebrate Arts, Culture & Creativity Month in April

As a State-Local Partner with California Arts Council and a member of both Americans for
the Arts and Californians for the Arts, Nevada County Arts Council has an important role
to play in advocating for the arts within our community and with local legislators – and we
believe you do too.

We encourage our local businesses, arts organizations and artists to help us celebrate
Arts, Culture & Creativity Month in April by posting your events on our community arts
calendar, using this logo on your websites and printed materials, and by becoming a
member of Nevada County Arts Council.

Connecting with the “big picture” – both statewide and nationally, and being part of
important conversations – from what cultural and social equity means for our community,
to creative placemaking, to cultural policy, and everything in between – introduces us to
communities of similar sizes and compositions who deal with many of the issues we face
here in Nevada County. Let the work continue and let the world know!

New California Relief Grant -
Nonprofit Arts & Cultural Program

Governor Newsom recently signed into law a comprehensive $2 billion package providing
urgent relief for the small businesses of CA. A portion of the package has been
allocated for non-profit cultural institutions in Round 4! This is a new program and will
have a separate application process from previous rounds of the California Relief Grant.
Awards range between $5,000 - $25,000 and are open to eligible nonprofits that did
not receive funding in previous rounds.

Californians for the Arts have put together some FAQs to help you navigate through the
Arts & Cultural Program, including a series of webinars running from March 15th to 19th.
Grant applications are due Tuesday, March 23rd, 2021. 

Mira Clark Solo Exhibition
Through April 29th

The Womxn | Nature Art Exhibit by Mira Clark is on view at Akashic Visions Gallery in
Nevada City, for Womxn's History Month and extends through April 29, 2021. This art
series is based on interviews conducted with 16 local womxn over the course of a year
and a half. Each interview was transformed into a series of story-based multimedia
artworks primarily including portraits of participants. Working under an ecofeminist lens
the goal of this project is to uplift and center womxn’s stories, in regards to ecological
crisis, climate change, and gender issues.

Akashic Visions Gallery
Gallery Hours: Monday - Saturdays 11am-6pm
No walk-ins, please schedule by calling 530-559-6115 or email:
existinspired@gmail.com 
Scheduled tours are maximum of 10 people at a time. Masks Required.
All exhibit content also available online at: Womxn | Nature

California Relief Grant, Round 4 Webinars -
March 15th - 19th

Join the California Association of Museums, CalNonprofits and Californians for the
Arts for an upcoming webinar to learn about the new CA Relief Grant for nonprofit cultural
organizations. Explore the requirements, eligibility and tips for a successful submission.
Webinars will be held daily from March 15th - 19th. 

Music in the Mountains Presents: Debussy and Ravel
"Impressionism in Music" - March 15th

Music in the Mountains Artist Director and Maestro Ryan will give a talk on "Debussy and
Ravel - Impressionism in Music" on Monday, March 15th at 7:00 PM.  "Two of our great
favorites - Debussy and Ravel - often get grouped together - but there are unique and
interesting differences between these composers that we will discuss. We will listen to
some beautiful music, and talk about the compositional style of these two composers, as
well as their affect on music of the 20th century." RSVP and learn more here>>

InConcert Sierra: Chamber Favorites with Local
Favorites - March 21st

Join InConcert Sierra on Sunday, March 21, 2021 at 2pm for an encore performance
of Chamber Favorites with Local Favorites. Local musicians will perform great works by
Poulenc – Schubert – Ligeti – Dvořák – and Martinů. Musicians include: Richard Altenbach
& Kristen Autry, violin;  Melinda Rayne, viola; Jia-mo Chen, cello; Tom Derthick, bass;
Kirsti Powell, flute; Murray Campbell, oboe; Elizabeth McAllister, clarinet; Dave Riddles,
bassoon; Cameron Kopf, horn; and Ken Hardin, piano. The program can be viewed
on InConcert Sierra’s YouTube channel 

InConcert Sierra photos by Craig Silberman and Carolyn Valle

LeeAnn Brook: Thoughts on Creativity - March 21st

The Center for the Arts' "In Conversation" series will feature a virtual program with
LeeAnn Brook on Sunday, March 21st, 2021 at 4pm. After 40 years of running a graphic
design business, 20 years as a fine artist, and 5 years running an art gallery, local artist
LeeAnn Brook shares personal insights into what keeps her spark alive. Brook shares the
ups, downs and personal insights into the development as an artist and community
member.    

Sunday, March 21, 2021 at 4pm • Online Event
Free to Members / Public $10
More information here>>

Your Voice is Needed! Advocacy in Action Webinar
March 26th

The CA State Budget process for FY2022 is underway and April is the month where
community voices are most effective in advocating for the significance of the
economic and social impact of the arts, culture and creativity in Sacramento and
across communities in CA. While so much is changing quickly, one thing remains the
same: arts are essential and community is built around arts and culture. Californians for
the Arts is taking April's Arts, Culture & Creativity Month campaign and making it a
Movement! They are offering a webinar on Friday, March 26th as an entry point on
how you can engage in month-long activities to highlight the impact of your work as an
artist or arts organization, how you can participate and take a leadership role in advocacy
week to speak directly to your elected officials, and get the full details on what
Californians for the Arts is we planning for their one full day (virtual) convening on Friday,
March 26th.

From the Center: Whitney Myer - March 26th

The Center for the Arts presents Whitney Myer on Friday, March 26th at 7:00 PM. A
nexus of RnB, hip-pop and Rock n Roll, Whitney Myer’s soulful vocals and electrifying live
performances have mesmerized audiences, earning her featured appearances at
Lightning in a Bottle, The Bounce Festival, and SXSW. Drawing inspiration from musicians
like Prince, Little Dragon and Bjork, Whitney Myer burst onto the scene in 2012 on NBC’s
“The Voice”. That same year Whitney released her first solo EP “The Articles of Luminous
Nature”. The record highlights not only her soulful voice but also her focused musical
prowess as a songwriter and multi-instrumentalist.

From The Center: Whitney Myer
Live Broadcast Event
Friday, March 26, 2021 • 7:00 PM
$10 Public, Free to Members

Nevada County Reads & Writes Finale: Native Voices
March 27th

Nevada County Reads & Writes concludes with the Native Voices program on Saturday,
March 27, 2021 from 1-3 pm. Shelly Covert, Spokesperson for the Nevada City
Rancheria Nisenan Tribe, Tribal Council member, and Executive Director for the California
Heritage: Indigenous Research Project (CHIRP), will facilitate this finale event. The event
will feature speaker Suzan Shown Harjo, President of The Morning Star Institute.
Suzan is a poet, writer, lecturer and policy advocate, who has helped Native Peoples
protect sacred places and recover more than one million acres of land.
 

SFAA Alumni Mixer for Northern California -
March 28th

Adrian Card and Ruth Chase will be hosting the regional SFAA mixer for all of northern
California on March 28th, from Mendocino to Nevada County and everything
northwards. Anyone who attended SFAI for a year or more is considered an alumnus
The meetup will be held virtually on Sunday, March 28, 2021.
Email RuthChaseFineArt@gmail.com for details

Community of Writers Summer Writing Workshops 
Deadline March 28th

For over 50 summers, the Community of Writers has brought together poets and prose
writers for separate weeks of workshops in Olympic Valley, California. The
organization's mission is to assist writers in the refinement of their craft and thus, in an
atmosphere of camaraderie and mutual support, move them closer to achieving their
goals. This year again, due to the pandemic, these workshops will be held entirely
online in the Virtual Valley.

See these links for information on each workshop. Applications are due on March
28, 2021:
Poetry Workshop, June 19-26, 2021
Fiction Workshop, July 11-17, 2021
Nonfiction & Memoir Workshop, August 1-6, 2021

California Arts Council Individual Artists Funding 
Deadline April 1st

For the first time in 18 years, The California Arts Council returns to individual artist
funding through a new fellowship program intended to recognize, uplift, and celebrate
California artists as part of its 2021 grant opportunities.

The application and further details for the 2021 Individual Artist Fellowships opportunity
can be found here. Applications are due April 1, 2021.
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Virtual Creatives Meetup - April 1st

Nevada County Arts Council and Nevada City Film Festival, together with representatives
from the Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District, including the Cities of Grass Valley
and Nevada City, our Chambers of Commerce, our Downtown Association, and Truckee
Arts Alliance look forward to welcoming you for our Monthly Meetup for Creatives on
Thursday, April 1, 2021, from 5:30PM - 6:30PM.  
 
You will need to register in advance to join our Meetup, after which you will receive a
confirmation email containing a link to join us.
 
Register in advance here>>

Support the FOREST ⇌ FIRE Exhibition

Through FOREST⇌FIRE, an interpretive exhibition opening in fall 2021 at Truckee
Community Recreation Center, we are sharing a story that reaches back as far the last
ice-age and right up to the present moment. It is the story of our forests. Your support will
provide Californians with an immersive experience combining arts, science, industry, and
education to reveal what roles each of us can play in helping to save our forests. Through
FOREST⇌FIRE, participants of all ages will learn:

Why our forests are in ecological collapse
What healthy forests can look like
How our forest ecology, including our watersheds and wildlife, can be saved and
nurtured
How forest health impacts our health, safety, and economy!

 Learn more and support the project>> 

COVID-19 Resources for the Creative Community

Nevada County Arts Council has put together a directory of the most current news and
resources for the creative community and the community at large. This directory, which is
updated regularly, includes information about funding, staying connected and virtual
entertainment opportunities, including:

Funding for organizations
Funding for individual artists
Virtual entertainment from around the globe in all disciplines - including dance, film,
kids activities, literary arts, music, podcasts, theatre, and the visual arts
Staying connected via the best of social media
Arts education
Preparedness in the arts and for creative businesses
State and local government updates
Arts advocacy
Artist calls for Nevada County Artists in all disciplines
Calendar of both virtual and place-bound events

#GVNCCulturalDistrict on Instagram

Grass Valley-Nevada City is one of 14 districts selected by The California Arts Council to
serve as California's inaugural state-designated Cultural Districts. Each one of us is an
ambassador of our community, so please help us celebrate our heritage and the
people, places, traditions and events that contribute to the quality of life here by
sharing your photos on Instagram with #GVNCCulturalDistrict. 

Follow these local artists and businesses who are already sharing their images and video:
(Click on the name to view their Instagram page; click on the image to view that specific
photo on their page.)

#exist.inspired

#eileen.blodgett.art
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