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Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the events, stories, and people of our community

April Creatives Meetup
and Opening Recepiton for

Art in Public Spaces
Thursday, April 4

4:30 - 6:00pm

Eric Rood Administrative Building
950 Madelyn Helling Way, Nevada City

Breathe in Sky is an extension of the California Humanities Grant-funded Project
Wild Edges, a magical play by Lisa Barker and Jenny Hale that was presented
along Wolf Creek Trail in Grass Valley. Art in Public Spaces brings this wildly
successful initiative indoors and introduces us to ways of seeing and experiencing
landscapes as places of being.

Art in Public Spaces is about bringing a thoughtful curation of arts and culture into
those civic spaces that belong to us all. It acknowledges what makes our
California Cultural Districts unique—historically, ecologically and culturally—and
the communities that live in our diverse landscapes.

Along with photographs of the production, paintings by Ron Kenedi, costumes
and hanging installation by artist Jenny Hale, the opening reception will include a
special viewing of the short documentary film made about Project Wild Edges.
This will be played in the Board of Supervisors Chambers throughout the evening. 

Our monthly Creatives Meetups are a great way to make connections with fellow
artists, find out about upcoming opportunities, and get inspired!

Sierra Poetry Festival
Saturday, April 13

The Center for the Arts
314 W Main Street, Grass Valley

Tickets
This year’s theme of Storm and Sanctuary is an investigation and exploration of
what it means to find refuge amidst the chaos of our lives.

We are thrilled to announce our Keynote speaker, Jane Hirshfield. In poems
described by The Washington Post as belonging “among the modern masters”
and in The New York Times Magazine as “among the most important poetry in the
world today,” Hirshfield addresses the urgent immediacies of our time. Her work
lives at the intersection of facts and imagination, desire and loss, impermanence
and beauty—all the dimensions of our shared existence within what one poem
calls “the pure democracy of being.”

This year marks an exciting collaboration for the Sierra Poetry Festival and
Nevada County Library through the Nevada County Reads initiative. The festival
concludes with celebrated poet Ross Gay reading from his book Catalog of
Unabashed Gratitude, and in conversation with Patricia Caspers-Ross.

"The Sierra Poetry Festival is one of the most inspiring and
enjoyable festivals in recent memory: a caring, creative,
uplifting environment where your poetry can blossom. Highly
and enthusiastically recommended." — Lee Herrick, California
Poet Laureate

April is National Poetry Month and we celebrate poetry with a fringe festival full of
events across Eastern and Western Nevada County. For more information about
Poetry Pop-ups visit our website at sierrapoetryfestival.org

Nevada City Film Festival presents
Comedy Nights

Friday - Saturday, April 12 – 13
Doors open at 7:00pm | Show 8:00pm

Sunday, April 14
Doors open at 6:30pm | Film 7:00pm

Nevada Theatre
401 Broad Street, Nevada City

Back by popular demand, the Nevada City Film Festival (NCFF) presents their
annual Comedy Nights, April 12-14, at the historic Nevada Theatre in Nevada City.

“We’ve been lucky to host so many up-and-coming comedians, right before they
have their big break,” shares Jesse Locks, executive director. “Often times these
comedians are working on what will become their signature jokes, and local
audiences can later share bragging rights that they saw so and so before they
made it big.”

Friday - Herd Mentality: Stand-Up Showdown
This year’s event kicks off Friday, April 12, with the first ever Herd Mentality:
Stand-Up Showdown presented in association with The BVNKR (pronounced
bunker). Come out to see 12-15 of the best local and regional comedians perform
their funniest sets. At the end of the night, the audience will vote on which
comedian wins the cash prize and the opening slot for Saturday night’s headliner
show.

The BVNKR is Nevada County’s premier stand-up comedy coalition. Formed in
2020 with the intention of providing comics a place to work and work out, The
BVNKR soon evolved into a community for stand-up fans, newcomers to comedy
- on either side of the mic - and seasoned comedians alike, and continues its
dedication to cultivating community, comedy and bringing laughter to Nevada
County and beyond.

Saturday – Headlining Live Comedy Show with Irene
Tu and Ian Lara
Saturday night’s headlining comedy show features two of the most talked about
up and coming comedians on the circuit - Irene Tu and Ian Lara.

Irene Tu is an LA-based stand-up comedian, actor and writer who honed her
chops in San Francisco. Her first comedy album WE’RE DONE NOW debuted in
March of this year at #1 on the iTunes comedy charts. Irene has performed at
Netflix Is A Joke comedy festival in the highly coveted “INTRODUCING”
showcase. Paste Magazine praised Irene’s “quick wit, relaxed stage presence,
and hilariously off-the-wall observations” in this album that “ticks all the boxes of
a winning introduction, and then some.” She was named one of Vulture’s
“Comedians You Should and Will Know” and singled out in The SF Chronicle as
an “artist on the brink of fame.”

Ian Lara is one of the hottest rising comics in New York City. He found internet
success when he recorded his “Comedy Central Stand up Featuring” which has
garnered over 10 million views, he also made an appearance on the first season of
“NBC’s Bring the Funny” and made his late-night debut on the Tonight Show
starring Jimmy Fallon. He was a regular player on ‘This week at the Comedy
Cellar’ on Comedy Central with his second Comedy Central set hitting the 10
million views mark yet again. He's been featured in The New Yorker Magazine and
was named a “2021 JFL NEW FACES" of comedy. In 2023 he hit the ground
running and received the high honor of being named one of “Variety’s 2023
Comics to Watch” he then went on to make his third appearance on The Tonight
show Starring Jimmy Fallon.

Opening the show will be the winner of Friday’s Herd Mentality: Stand-Up
Showdown.

Sunday – 30th Anniversary Screening of Kevin Smith’s
Clerks
On Sunday, NCFF and the Onyx Downtown wraps the weekend with a special
30th Anniversary screening of the cult classic comedy Clerks.

Considered a landmark in independent filmmaking, Clerks is Kevin Smith’s
(Chasing Amy, Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back, Mallrats) directorial debut and
follows a day in the lives of two convenience clerks named Dante and Randal as
they annoy customers, discuss movies, and play hockey on the store roof. With its
quirky characters and clever, quotable dialogue, Clerks is the ultimate clarion call
for slackers everywhere to unite and, uh, do something we guess?

“Clerks remains a quintessential part of 90s independent cinema, and the start of
the career of one of the most well-rounded directors and writers of this era, Kevin
Smith,” – writes The Cinematic Reel.

Tickets are $10 for Friday, $35 for Saturday and $10 for Sunday. Wine and beer,
along with popcorn and snacks will be available for purchase at all events.

Frissonette Ensemble

Sunday, April 21, 2:00pm
pre-concert talk at 1:15pm

Seventh-day Adventist Church
12889 Osborne Hill Road, Grass Valley

InConcert Sierra presents Frissonette, an explosive group of rising stars who are
the best and brightest of the recent graduates from top music schools like
Juilliard, Curtis and Yale.

The ensemble will include four players (piano, cello, viola and violin) as well
as Frisson’s artistic director, oboist Thomas Gallant, who chose the musicians
through auditions in New York City. The program includes Mozart’s “Quartet for
Oboe and Strings,” Fauré’s “Piano Quartet No. 1 in C Minor” and the distinctive
Brahms’ “Piano Quartet in G Minor Op. 25.” 

Hardin said, “the Fauré piano quartets and quintets are some of my favorite
chamber music. And, the Brahms piano part is stupendously virtuosic while the
final movement is considered to be one of Brahms’s most challenging movements
of his chamber output, not just for the pianist or a single instrument, but for the
entire ensemble.”

The word “Frisson” means a phenomenon of chills or goosebumps that comes
from music - a shiver, a thrill. “Frissonette” doesn’t refer to a smaller set of chills or
goosebumps, only a smaller set of their larger ensemble, Frisson.

For those interested in delving further into the music, check out “Concert
Conversations,” a more in-depth pre-concert talk facilitated by local composer
and musicologist Alexis Alrich on Friday, April 19 at 4:30pm. Alexis will provide an
exploration of the music to be performed, delve into historical context, offer a
composer’s analytical perspective, and more. Admission is $20 per person.

For more information on the April 19 Concert Conversations class, the April 21
concert, or to purchase tickets for either, visit the InConcert Sierra website.

General admission tickets are $48 for adults and free for youth 18 and under.
Tickets

Artist Spotlight
Maxima Kahn

We took a moment with local poet and all around
wonderful human, Maxima Kahn. She will be reading at
this year’s Sierra Poetry Festival, taking place at The
Center for the Arts on Saturday, April 13th. “I’m in the
company of amazing poets. Such an honor and slightly
terrifying.”

We asked Kahn about her creative process and preferred
mediums of expression. “I’ve been passionately
absorbed by the arts and creativity my entire life, from my
earliest years on, engaging in music, dance, writing,
visual art, and theater.” These mediums have remained
her preffered forms of expression as she’s moved into
professional spheres.

“Nothing has ever been quite as compelling and life-
sustaining as this (the arts) for me,” shares Kahn.
“Making art and sharing it bring me alive and make me
feel most like myself in a profound way. I can’t get
enough of it.” We always ask our artist spotlight when
they realized their desire to be an artist. “There was no
point at which I realized my calling exactly. I did grow up
in a household that equated ‘starving’ with ‘artist,’ so my
parents tended to treat my art-making as a hobby. It took
me until college to realize that this really was all I wanted
to do with my life, and it took me a long time after that (in
fact, in many ways it’s still going on) to find a way to
make a living around the arts.”

We asked what inspires most and Kahn shines a light on
the important, almost unseen role that the arts play in our
lives. “I’m most inspired by the work of other artists. If I
need to get my own creativity going, that’s where I turn.
In fact, that’s where I turn for inspiration all the time,
every week, no matter what—listening to music, looking
at visual art, reading widely, watching documentaries on
the lives and work of other artists, going to
performances. Witnessing the creativity of others and
what’s possible fires up my imagination and gets me
wanting to create. Of course, I have to find the right
sources of inspiration at any given time, and that is a
process that requires trial and error.”

Maxima Kahn shared with us the secret to her creativity,
the tried and true method of practicality and magic that
most creatives aspire to. “I am a person who deeply
believes in the power of creative routines. I schedule the
same times each week for my creativity and guard those
times fiercely. Then, I enter my studio, close the door—
ah! that’s my favorite moment—and begin to tinker
around. If I’m writing poems, I’ll start by reading some
poems by others, maybe do some freewriting or some
editing of previous poems of mine to get going. If I’m
working on a book, I may dive right into re-reading and
editing previous sections. If I’m making visual art, I’ll just
get out the materials and begin to play. Right now, my
creative schedule that I’ve had for years has been thrown
to the winds by a huge health journey I’m on, so, for
instance, this past month I took on a 10-minute-a-day
challenge to create a little something each day. That’s
been helpful and do-able.”

Another crucial ingredient to creativity that she shares
with us is that of permission. “It is one of the crucial
elements in a creative life. I practice cultivating a state of
play and permission when I begin to make anything.
Refining or editing can happen later.”

Perhaps our favorite question it ask of the artist is what
they’re most proud of, and the answers are as unique as
the art they create. “What I am deeply proud of, and
moved by, is the profound, life-changing impact I’ve had
as a teacher on the lives of other artists through my
business, Brilliant Playground. I’ve helped hundreds of
people to unleash their creative gifts, find and hone their
creative voice, and have the courage and tools to
discover and follow their heart’s dreams. I’ve helped
them heal long-held wounds and limiting beliefs and
radically change their lives for the better, to bring more
art, joy, fulfillment, and beauty into their lives and our
world. That feels incredibly good.”

Lastly she shares her love for this unique community that
we call home. “I love the incredible variety and vibrancy
of this community, the high caliber of arts and offerings
here, that there is so much to partake of in any given
week and so many wonderful people creating remarkable
things. I need to be surrounded by that kind of vitality and
in conversation with it to stay nourished as an artist.”

Our deepest gratitude to the Maxima Kahn for taking
time to share about her journey, in life and as an artist.
We appreciate your insight and candor and wish you the
best in all you do, and we look forward to your reading at
this year’s Sierra Poetry Festival!

Five Nevada County Women
Poets, 8th Edition

Wednesday, April 3
6:00-7:30pm

The Miners Foundry and Cultural Center
325 Spring Street, Nevada City

In this their eighth annual Sierra Poetry Festival pop-up
event, five Nevada County Women read their poems.

Featuring - Kirsten Casey, Judy Crowe, Beth Ford, Ingrid
Keriotis, and Judie Rae

Dancing on the Edge of Faith
and Shadow

Saturday, April 6
Workshop 1:00-3:00pm

Performance 5:00-7:00pm

Aerialution
819 Whispering Pines Lane, Suite D

Grass Valley
This pop up is “a two-parter,” - join Psi Process, an
avant-garde sound project from Santa Cruz, for a
generative writing workshop following a theme of Faith
and Shadow.

The evening’s performance includes an improvised
collaboration with Embodiment Collective. Invited poets
from the generative part of the session, along with others
including Bishop Randall, Chris Olander, Sands Hall,
Michaelyn Logue and Kirk Lumpkin, will read their work
as Psi Process creates a soundscape and our aerial
dancers explore their own interpretation of Faith and
Shadow.

Open Mic Poetry Slam Lottery!
MC’d by Michael Clarity

Thursday, April 11
5:00-7:00pm

The Iron Door at The Holbrooke
212 W Main Street, Grass Valley

Hosted by Michael Clarity, readings begin at 5:45pm
sharp. Arrive in time to put your name in the lottery
tumbler. Starting at 5:45, we’ll draw the names of 20
poets one by one. Your original poem should not exceed
three minutes; please time yourself beforehand. 

Compete for the opportunity to read your poem on the
Main Stage as part of Sierra Poetry Festival. Three
finalists will be selected by our judges, Nevada County
Poet Laureate Kirsten Casey, Poet Laureate emeritus
Chris Olander, and local poet winner of the 22nd Annual
Elixir Poetry Award Rooja Mohassessy. Looking forward
to this flash round of poetic voices!

Sierra Poetry Festival -
Media Lounge

Friday, April 12
5:00-7:00pm

Nevada City Winery 
321 Spring Street, Nevada City

Join us in welcoming our visiting poets and presenters,
and celebrating our founding festival benefactors.

Each one will be interviewed, wine will flow thanks to our
no-host bar, and the public is welcome as our media
lounge is broadcast live!

34rd Annual Nevada City
Psychic Fair
Saturday, April 6

11:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday, April 7

11:00am - 5:00pm

Miners Foundry Cultural Center
325 Spring Street, Nevada City

The Nevada City Psychic Fair is considered Northern
California’s largest gathering of metaphysical teachers,
seers, crafters, and readers.

For people interested in alternative medicine to those
curious about the mystical, this year’s Psychic Fair offers
attendees an array of vendors including psychics,
medical intuitives, acupuncturists, massage therapists,
herbalists, and alchemists. Take in a lecture or workshop
and gain information and knowledge, re-kindle a past
fascination, or discover a new interest.

The Psychic Fair marketplace also features one-of-a-kind
artisan jewelry, clothes, and accessories, natural skincare
products, gem essences, crystals, and much more.

Yuba River Spring Jam
Music & Art Festival!

Friday, April 12
5:00 - 10:00pm

Miners Foundry Cultural Center
Yuba River Charter School Events Committee invites you
to join them for an unforgettable evening.

Get ready for a night filled with live local music, a silent
art auction, tasty food, and good vibes. Dance to the
beats of talented local musicians, bid on stunning
artwork, and connect with fellow music and art lovers.
Don’t miss out on this epic event.

All Ages event - Families encouraged - Children 12 and
under are free!

Jerry’s Middle Finger
Saturday, April 13

Bar opens at 7:00pm
Show begins at 8:00pm

Miners Foundry Cultural Center
It’s no longer a secret that California-based band, Jerry’s
Middle Finger (JMF), delivers the best Jerry Garcia Band
(JGB) tribute experience in the world – performing and
celebrating the music of JGB with unparalleled sound
and energy. The future looks bright as they get ready to
take their heartfelt magical dance parties to further points
across the country.

Formed in 2015 by a group of professional musicians
passionate about Jerry Garcia and the Grateful Dead,
Jerry’s Middle Finger started honing its one-of-a-kind
sound at LA speakeasies and beachside dive bars.
Audiences of all ages instantly fell in love as they dazzled
new fans on the scene, pulling even the most discerning
Jerry fanatics out of their seats for the first time in
decades.

Readers Theater
Sunday, April 14

Doors open at 3:30pm
Performance begins at 4:00pm

Miners Foundry Cultural Center
Directed by Gaylie Bell-Stewart in the tradition
established by Tim O’Connor, this performance of
Readers Theater will focus on the Best American Short
Stories from 2010-2020 by authors Fiona Maazel, Ted
Chiang, Kristen Iskandrian and Wendell Berry.

The afternoon will feature performances by Sandra
Rockman, Jon Blinder, Kimberly Ewing and Lindsay
Dunckel. Intimate cabaret table seating for 2-4 patrons
and a no host full bar with snacks available for purchase.
Readers Theater is a benefit for the Miners Foundry
Cultural Center, with the cast generously donating their
time for this special event.

Sam Grisman Project
Benefit Concert for Uncle

Jay
Sunday, April 7 2:00 - 8:00pm

The Chambers Project
627 E Main Street

Grass Valley
It's a benefit concert fundraiser for a local Nevada county
resident "Uncle Jay" who has ties to Jerry Garcia and
David Grisman. It's David's son, Sam Grisman, that is
bringing his band and some very special musical guests,
Hattie & Joe Craven, Matt Eakle, and Lowell Levinger
“Banana” from The Youngbloods.

They’ll have ticket packages available which include
exclusive merch, and will also be raffling off some
incredible items!

La Guaira Venezuelan Bistro will be selling their
delicious food and there will be local libations on tap.

Re/Source at Rebel
Market

Sunday, April 14th
2:00 - 8:00pm

Gold Vibe Kombuchary
12615 Charles Drive,

Grass Valley
Re/Source, the latest installment in the special series at
your favorite community market place and hub, Rebel
Market. This special event delves into the essence of
home, inviting you to explore its depths within yourself
and your community.

Admission: Kids under 14 free all day. $10 Advance, $15
Door tickets.

Parking lot activation is FREE

Explore purpose-driven creations featuring 30+
Creatives, HeArtists, Makers, Healers, and
Changemakers. Shop local and support a circular
economy.

https://fb.me/e/55dTJHPxv
https://www.sierrapoetryfestival.org/
https://www.sierrapoetryfestival.org/tickets
https://www.sierrapoetryfestival.org/popup-poetry-events
https://fb.me/e/505X4Nykc
https://fb.me/e/1CFqUELb1
https://fb.me/e/501CXQ6Yl
https://fb.me/e/xzyB2Hq6N
https://minersfoundry.org/nevada-city-psychic-fair/
https://minersfoundry.org/yubariver/
https://minersfoundry.org/jerrys-middle-finger/
https://minersfoundry.org/readers-theater-12/
https://www.nevadacityfilmfestival.com/
https://www.nevadacityfilmfestival.com/
https://www.nevadacityfilmfestival.com/
https://www.inconcertsierra.org/frissonette-2024
https://inconcertsierra.thundertix.com/orders/new?performance_id=2915269
https://www.ambrosia.events/the-chambers-project/events/sam-grisman-project-benefit-concert-for-uncle-jay-xfLkQmxqEWwi1w4uq92kBU
https://www.wearerebelmarket.com/event-details/re-source-at-rebel-market-rooted-in-connection
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Panel & Breakout Sessions: Dive deep into sustainable
housing

Live Music, Workshops, Networking, Revolutionary
Conversations, Catalyze Connections Food & Drinks

Mud + Glory
Saturday, April 27
9:00am - 7:00pm  

The Curious Forge
13024 Bitney Springs Road, Bldg 9,

Nevada City
Mud & Glory is not just an event; it's a gathering of like-
minded individuals in the surrounding area who are
passionate about ceramics, from beginners to advanced
practitioners, including the general public. Whether
you're looking to participate in fun competitions,
showcase your work, learn from demonstrations, or even
sell your pieces, there's a place for you at Mud & Glory.

Here's what you can look forward to:

Competitions: Engage in friendly contests
designed for different skill levels. Show off your
talents and have fun in some silly competitions ie.
blindfolded challenges, collaborative
competitions......maybe even one involving musical
chairs!

Demonstrations: Learn new techniques, tips, and
tricks from experienced ceramists. Whether you're
just starting out or looking to refine your skills,
there's something for everyone.

Show and Tell: A platform to present your art,
share your ceramics or pottery journey, and inspire
others with your creations.

Vendor: An opportunity for vendors to sell their
unique ceramic pieces to an audience that
appreciates the craft.

Masterclass: TBD a mover and shaker in the
ceramics world, will include seminar and
demonstration. Let us know what West Coast
ceramicist you would love to see and learn from at
this event.

Family Activities for the Kids: We will have some
fun activities to keep the kiddos busy and
engaged. There will be volunteers helping the
children complete projects on their own.

Food Truck & Beer/Wine/Saki: We will have a lot of
great food & drink choices to choose from while
you are experiencing this event.

Mondays with the Maestro

Richard Strauss -
The Last Romantic

Monday, April 1, 7:00pm
Online via Zoom

Music in the Mountains Presents a free online lecture on
composer Richard Strauss with Maestro Ryan Murray.
Discover more about composer Richard Strauss’s life and
career including his early influences and education,
greatest achievements, and romantic compositions with
a free educational lecture presented by Music in the
Mountains (MIM).

“Music in the Mountains offers our high-level educational
series as a part of MIM’s dedication to music education,”
notes MIM’s Donor Services Manager, Kevin Ross. “We
are supported by local community sponsors and donors
whose contributions allow us to invite the community to
participate in this program for free.”

Strauss enjoyed a high reputation as a composer and
conductor throughout his lifetime. He was awarded
numerous honors and accolades, including National Prize
in Arts and Sciences, Order of Merit of the Bavarian
Crown, Gold Medal for Music and received honorary
doctorates from Oxford, Cambridge and Vienna as
recognition of his profound impact on the world of music.

“Richard Strauss was known for his rich orchestration,
new harmonic ideas, and storytelling through music,”
remarks MIM Board Member Nancy McRay. “He was
greatly inspired by earlier Romantic composers like
Robert Schumann and Franz Liszt. We invite the public to
join Maestro Ryan Murray to learn more about this
influential composer.”

The lecture is free and accessible online. Interested
individuals are asked to RSVP via MIM’s website to
secure access to the event link.

Pay What You Want - Suggested Price $10

It Never Ends
April 13 - May 11

Opening reception:
Saturday April 13, 5:00pm - 8:00pm

Winnie Superette
315 Commercial Street,

Nevada City

Winnie Superette is pleased to present It Never Ends, a
showcase of new drawings and paintings from Northern
California-based artist and graphic designer Jon Hioki.
These collected works from 2021 to the present feature
his newly explored “tangle” motif. The tangles, one
continuous line intertwined and weaved into itself, have
come to represent the artist’s mental state. Hioki equates
these tangles as maps of mental stresses, intrusive and
repetitive thoughts, and the circular nature of all things. 

April is Arts, Culture & Creativity Month – a month of
free events, resources, and advocacy opportunities
across the state with the goal of engaging arts advocates
and raising awareness of the impact of the arts within
communities.

This year’s ACCM programming and activations are
shaped by the theme “Art Work is Real Work.” Artists
play an essential role in our daily lives with critical
contributions across a variety of impact areas including
health, education, housing, climate, youth development,
and the economy. Help us amplify the message that
artists and creatives are essential to California's well-
being and economic prosperity.

We’ll be going to the Capitol for the 2nd annual Arts &
Culture Summit and Arts Advocacy Day to learn about
the cutting edge ways we can support our creative
community. Artists play an essential role in our economy
and our health with critical contributions across a variety
of social impact areas but often are without the services
and conditions they need to thrive due to the ongoing
undervaluing of their work.
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