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Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter,

featuring the events, stories, and people of our community

A Thousand Cranes—Celebrating
30 years of Community Asian

Theatre of the Sierra and our Asian
American Heritage

Opening Reception
Friday, January 19

4:30 – 6:00pm
The Eric Rood Administrative Center

950 Maidu Ave, Nevada City 

Join us for the Opening Reception of A Thousand Cranes—Celebrating 30 years
of Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra at the Eric Rood Center. This important
retrospective is the official launch of Art in Public Spaces, a new collaboration
between Nevada County Arts Council and the County of Nevada, and kicks off
celebrations for the Lunar New Year.

For thirty years CATS has offered a unique glimpse into Asian culture through the
dramatic arts, providing education for people of all ages and, most importantly,
lending agency to the Asian-American voice.

“To showcase the role that Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra (CATS) has
played in the community has always been a dream of mine. I have ‘envisioned' a
museum-like display for quite a while!  Thank you to the Nevada County Arts
Council and the County of Nevada for making my dream come true.  We hope the
public will enjoy the efforts of so many, who have made this dream a reality.” Says
Jeannie Wood, Executive Director of CATS.

This exhibition includes show banners, props, photos, and posters from their
extensive collection of memorabilia, along with an interactive Origami Crane
folding station. CATS has partnered with the Nevada County Landmarks
Commission to provide historical context and showcase sites throughout the
GVNC Cultural District important to telling the Asian-American stories in our
community.

Grounded Reveries Exhibition
Exhibition Dates: January 5 - February 10

The Granucci Gallery at The Center for the Arts
314 W. Main Street,Grass Valley

Community Players Trust grant
applications are open!

Community Players Trust is now accepting grant applications for funds to be
distributed in early 2024. Typical grants can range from $500 – $3000. Deadline to
submit will be February 8, 2024.

Community Players was formed in 1962 by a few theatre enthusiasts, including
Fred Forsman, performing the original script by Bob Wycoff, “Never Come, Never
Go” based on the narrow gauge railroad in Nevada County. The next several years
saw many productions, mostly performed at The Nevada Theatre.

The continued success of Community Players showed what is was possible for a
small local theatrical group to provide a theater experience for the community.
Since their inception, Community Players have managed all of this on a shoestring
and some donations. The real break came in December, 1981 when Community
Players was recognized for its contribution and bequeathed a large gift that
allowed them to support other local theatrical arts. This proposed the question,
what form of support would be the best way to give something useful to the
community?

Finally, it was decided that a non-profit organization should be formed to manage
the finances of the gift. This was done, and in July of 1991, the Board of Directors
voted to form "Community Players Trust.” Still a problem existed, should they
build a theater complex, or sell the land in the gift and create a Trust to benefit
other theatrical non-profits and performing groups? In the beginning, they offered
scholarships to students in each of the County High Schools.

The Trust has continued to offer financial support, guided by its bylaws, to
applicants and organizations that are also qualified as non-profits. During 2023,
they gave grants to the following groups: Sierra Stages; Music in the Mountains;
Lyman Gilmore; Lake Wildwood Woman’s Chorus; Lyric Rose Theatre & Center for
the Arts. Guidelines for submitting your request can be found on our website
through the Nevada County Arts Council’s Artist Calls page.

Sierra Writers Conference
February 5-15

In-Person and Online at
Sierra Community College Campus Locations

This year, in addition to a day-long event on February 10, the Sierra Writers
Conference presents a variety of workshops online and in person on their Grass
Valley, Rocklin, and Truckee campuses.

Highlights for the event include a variety of online workshops and in-person
events. The Sierra Writers Conference kicks off with an online workshop with
Grant Faulkner on Monday, February 5, Creativity Under Constraint.

Saturday, February 10 at Nevada County Campus in Grass Valley features Obi
Kaufmann, Kim Culbertson, Catharine Bramkamp, and Steve Wasserman from
Heyday Publishers, among others.

T i c k e t s

Los Lonely Boys
with 80H Project opening

Tuesday, January 30, 2024
Doors: 6:30pm | Show: 7:30pm

The Center for the Arts
314 W. Main Street, Grass Valley

Family has always been at the center of things for Los Lonely Boys and the story
of how the Garza brothers rode their bluesy “Texican rock & roll” sound from San
Angelo, Texas, to worldwide fame is one of rock’s great Cinderella tales. Henry,
Jojo, and Ringo Garza have been playing and touring together since they were
teenagers and The Boys have been making music together for seventeen years
now. After a brief hiatus to focus on their own growing families, Summer 2022 saw
them back at it again, returning to life on the road alongside The Who. Los Lonely
Boys show no signs of slowing down or losing inspiration.

80H PROJECT
"A smoothly vocal heavy positive groove based crew with an amazing feel." 80H
Project came together in the fertile music hotbed of their native Austin, TX.

The band has since expanded their presence to the Nashville, TN music scene
and is ramping up their original, uncompromisingly soulful sound and are breaking
through as "just below the radar" sensation. Ady Hernandez, band leader has the
tenacity of a new coming artist combined with the history of a seasoned vet.

Hernandez’s live performances have been described as, "Plays guitar like Carlos
Santana and sings like Stevie Wonder"

Tickets: Tiered Seating & Standing Room

SABO
Friday, January 26, 9:30pm - 2:00am

The Stone House
107 Sacramento Street, Nevada City

An unforgettable night of music presented by SABO with support from local
tastemaker JON ROWE. Get ready to immerse yourself in a mind-bending
experience that will transport you to another dimension. A mesmerizing mirage of
an evening featuring House Music style beats and captivating performances.

Let the music guide you through a night of dancing, connection, and pure bliss.
Don't miss out on this one-of-a-kind event. Grab your friends and get your
dancing shoes on for an electrifying night of music and magic.

The music of Dj and Producer William Sabatini, aka Sabo, takes you along a
journey into sound, a sonic landscape that crosses several musical borders.
Mixtures of tropical poly-rhythms, warm bass frequencies, rich percussion, lush
tribal vocals, and smooth organic textures all combine to create a unique global
sound.

Tickets: Presales $20 & $25, Door $30

Limited amount of VIP Tickets available $80/person, enjoy private seating and
cocktail services specially catered to the VIP Area.

Age 21+

The Business of Art is an annual symposium of illuminating plenary and
professional development sessions for our creative community led by thought
leaders and influencers from the field. Marketing and media workshops, business
planning, partnerships, legal advice, and mentoring are offered at this multi-
partner event, with expert speakers, panelists, and workshop leaders selected
both locally and from across California.

The Business of Art provides a platform for those working in our local and regional
creative industries to engage in discussions around pressing current cultural,
artistic and professional issues, with attendees participating in sessions exploring
the top trends and challenges in our field. Our full schedule will be announced
soon though we recommend purchasing your ticket early to avoid
disappointment.

Keynote speakers and presenters for this year inlude:

Sean Fenton - Executive director of Theatre Bay Area, Fenton has been active in
the professional Bay Area theatre community for more than two decades as an
actor, musician, director, and administrator. He has performed at TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley, San Francisco Playhouse, 42nd Street Moon, Ferocious Lotus
Theatre Company and Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra, among others.

Tasha Golden PhD - Director of Research at the International Arts + Mind Lab at
Johns Hopkins University, and a national leader and consultant in arts + public
health. Dr. Golden has published extensively on the impacts of the arts, music,
aesthetics, and social norms on health and well-being. She has served as an
advisor on several national and international health initiatives, is adjunct faculty for
the University of Florida’s Center for Arts in Medicine, and recently led the pilot
evaluation of CultureRx in Massachusetts: the first arts-on-prescription model in
the U.S.

Golden is also a career artist and entrepreneur. As singer-songwriter for the
critically acclaimed band Ellery, a published poet (Humanist Press) and founder of
Project Uncaged: an arts-based health intervention for incarcerated teen women
that amplifies their voices in justice reform.
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Acting Up!
Mondays, beginning

January 22
4:30 – 6:00pm

Bright Futures for Youth
200 Litton Drive in Grass

Valley
Nevada County Arts Council and Bright
Futures for Youth invite LGBTQIA+ teens
of Nevada County to join Acting Up! A
weekly Social Justice Theatre group.
This is an opportunity for queer teens to
come together in an all-inclusive space
that empowers them to share their
opinions, find their voice, and have fun!

Facilitator Dañiela Fernandez will
introduce teens to social justice theatre.
The subjects that will be explored are
presented by participating youth. Social
Justice Theatre provides an outlet for
addressing emotional and or problem
behaviors through building empathy,
reducing intolerance, and generating
acceptance of others.

If you have a young person in mind that
you think would benefit from this
program you can find more information
through our article at Yubanet or contact
the Nevada County Arts Council office at
(530)264-7031.

Artist Spotlight -
Ellen Davis

We had a moment to catch up with local artist Ellen
Davis, who just opened her joint exhibition Grounded
Reveries with Jonathan Hinojosa. This exhibition,
currently at The Center for the Arts in Grass Valley,
showcases some of her favorite pieces along with “a ton
of new work.” Davis’s exploration of alternative
photographic processes and print making are a delight to
behold. “My favorite alternative process is cyanotype for
its beautiful Prussian Blue tones and versatility. I work
with paper, fabric, wood, or whatever materials or tools
help me to create my work.”

We asked Davis about her process and the things that
inspire. “The nutshell answer to both seems to be
exploraiton - what is the story that I find within the
image? What is the story that I can tell about myself?”
Davis then continues the story through her alternative
prosses and printmaking techniques. The story behind
the materials can lend as much variation and added
interest as the intentionality behind the image itself. “The
whole process of creating with alternative processes is
slower, more ritualistic, it allows me to put even more of
myself and my emotions into my work.”

We appreciate Davis’ tenacity, and commitment to
exploration. “Some images will ‘fight’ me and be very
difficult to make, which forces me to re-think my process
or the image entirely. For example - I created three woven
prints for the show. That is, I made two near identical
prints of an image in cyanotype, cut them up into strips,
and then wove them together. Initially I was going to use
three different images and use three different cyanotype
toning techniques. The first one printed beautifully, the
geometric composition was perfectly suited to the
project, but the second one wouldn’t print well even after
10 tries and I also had to admit that it just didn’t have
quite the same strength of composition for the project as
the first. So, I ended up using the first image for each of
the three pieces, and just focused on the toning and
weaving technique, and I think it was a much stronger
series of pieces than my first idea because I could then
highlight how differently the same image will present just
by changing the paper type and the color.”

We asked Davis what she was most proud of and it
happens to be one of the pieces on display at Grounded
Reveries. “For 3D work, a piece called WinterSpring. A
dress that I made from scratch, using cyanotype to
create photographic images on the fabric. I even made a
matching crown and a pair of shoes. It took 120 hours to
make everything. As a human being? Learning how to be
vulnerable and caring about myself - still very much a
work in progress.”

When asked about Nevada County artists whose work
she admires, Davis shared about her partner in the
Grounded Reveries Exhibition. When The Center for the
Arts offered her the opportunity to showcase her
alternative photographic process work she asked to
share the spotlight. “I asked them to find me an
experimental printmaker because I wanted someone who
also takes a mad scientist approach but does something
a little different from me. They found Jonathan Hinojosa
and I immediately liked his work, it is terrific and I ahve a
strong admiraiton for his intellectual and artistic curiosity,
his willingness to see what happens, and that he pushes
boundaries with both his process and content of
images.”

Another local artist she admires is ceramicist Paul Steege
for his mastery of both form and functionality. “What
really draws me to his work is a pleasing combination of
solid craftsmanship, simplicity of design that looks
effortless, and his color choices are beautiful. My favorite
mug and soup bowl are from his shop.”

And last we asked, what’s next for Ellen Davis. “I have a
long list of things I’d like to start working towards - but
not all at once! I want to continue with my current body of
work in which i create in-camera panoramic images via
overlapping exposures on film. I want to expand my
printmaking skills, which includes developing my
drawing. I’ve also been thinking of teaching workshops,
because I really love helping build and be part of a
community of artists.”

Davis has pieces in the upcoming Wild & Scenic Film
Festival Art Show and the Nevada County Camera Club
group exhibition, both at The Center for the Arts in the
comming months.

A Night of
Talking Heads with

Mainstreet Collective

Saturday, January 27
8:00 pm - 11:30 pm

 The Miners Foundry
325 Spring Street

Nevada City
This will be a mind-blowing show! Punky anthems like
“Psycho Killer,” “Life During Wartime,” and “Wild, Wild,
Life” lead to dips in the “River” and “Stay Up Late.” But
the sweet spot of this robust ensemble brings you
“Remain in Light” and “Speaking in Tongues” cuts in all
their frenetic pulsating drive and complexity.

The Mainstreet Collective was founded in 2021 as a
continually expanding group of talented and passionate
musicians, who love to re-interpret classic music from the
20th and 21st centuries. The band creates standing-room
only performances that blow the collective mind!

Tickets are $10 – $25

The Foundry
Sings!

Wednesday, January 31
Doors at 5:00pm

6:00 - 8:30pm
The selection this month is the captivating “Sweet
Dreams (Are Made of This)” by the Eurythmics! Rod
Baggett, choral conductor at Nevada Union High School
and Seven Hills Middle School, along with multi-
instrumentalist and singer Jonathan Meredith, will lead
voices unified in song. This unique countywide
experience aims to gather people of all ages and singing
levels under one roof to share in the power of song.

The quarterly event is a fundraiser for the Miners Foundry
Cultural Center’s building improvement fund. 

Tickets are $10

John Girton, Joe Craven
& Peter Wilson with Paul

Emery & Eli Rush 
Friday, January 26, 7:30pm

Nevada Theatre
401 Broad Street, Nevada City

The trio of Craven, Girton & Wilson share the evening
with the duo of Emery & Rush. Between them there will
certainly be some folk music, blues, swing jazz, honky-
tonk and maybe a story or two.

Joe Craven is not just an entertaining musician with a
penchant for the mischievous, he is a teacher and
student all at once. He’s known for reimagining existing
music with reviews such as, “this is either sacrilege or
The Second Coming.”

John Girton is well known throughout the world for his
work as lead guitarist with the group Dan Hicks and the
Hot Licks. He was also featured as guitarist, saxophonist,
clarinetist, and occasional mandolinist with the popular
vocalist, Maria Muldaur for many years.

Peter Wilson has toured and performed since 1978 in
coffeehouses, colleges, trains and nightclubs across the
US and Canada. He’s a member of the Deadbeats – a
long running tip-of-the-hat to the music and songs of the
Grateful Dead.

Paul Emery is a member of Backwoods Jazz with Anni
McCann and Tom Schmidt. He is creator of 1,000 Kisses
Deep – The Songs of Leonard Cohen, which has
performed around Northern California to sell-out crowds.
His production company, Paul Emery Presents, has been
an essential part of Nevada County’s vibrant music scene
for decades.

Eli Rush has traveled to remote parts of the planet and
paddled over 2,000 miles of rivers in wilderness areas
across the world as a guide and photographer. When
he’s not paddling the in the Amazon or Yukon, Eli is often
found accompanying guitarists and other wildlife on
harmonica.

Nevada County Reads
Kick-Off Party
Saturday, February 10

1:00pm - 3:00pm

Madelyn Helling Library
980 Helling Way, Nevada City

Nevada County Library and Nevada County Arts Council 
invites you to join us for a special event, celebrating the 
start of Nevada County Reads 2024. This county-wide 
reading program encourages residents to read and 
discuss a common book every year. This year’s selection 
is “Catalog of Unabashed Gratitude” by poet Ross Gay, a 
collection of poems that explore the beauty and joy of 
being alive in a world which is tragically affected by the 
passage of time.

This event will feature a poetry reading by former and 
current Nevada County Poet Laureates: Kirsten Casey, 
Chris Olander, and Molly Fisk. Each poet will share 
poems on the theme of Gratitude to highlight joy and 
bring mirth into the winter season. There will be time for 
socializing with the poets, and a Q&A during the reading. 
The library will provide light refreshments for all who 
attend. The event is completely free and everyone from 
our community is encouraged to attend!

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear some of the finest 
poets in Nevada County and to celebrate the power of 
gratitude in our lives.
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