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Welcome to Culture Connection
Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District's newsletter featuring

the events, stories and people of our community

STAY SAFE.   STAY STRONG.   STAY CREATIVE.

Tonight is Local Creatives Happy Hour

Nevada County Arts Council,  Nevada City Film Festival, together with representatives
from the Grass Valley-Nevada City Cultural District, including the Cities of Grass Valley
and Nevada City, our Chambers of Commerce and Truckee Cultural District will be hosting
a VIRTUAL version of their popular monthly happy hour for creatives on Thursday,
December 3rd, from 5:30pm - 6:30pm. This is a free event held via Zoom.

Together, we’ll take a moment to do a quick “year in review” – then a positive, forward-
thinking look at the year to come. What would you like to share with us, whether you are a
creative, a cultural worker, or the owner / manager of a creative business, in terms of your
aims for 2021? We want to hear from you – please join us! You will need to register in
advance, after which you will receive a confirmation email containing a link to join
the meeting.

Nevada County "Shopping with Artists" Initiative

Nevada County Arts Council has created a webpage to support artists during the
holidays, and to provide the community with a creative, local shopping experience.

If you are an artist and are set up to sell your own original merchandise, including your art,

Nevada County Arts Council wants to hear from you. They need your information as a

local artist in order to bring this shopping initiative to life. They will promote this via a

dedicated newsletter and a social media push to drive people to your online galleries and

stores.

This is time sensitive - your information must be submitted by December 6th. Here's

how it works:

Submit one quality image of one item with a simple, white, or solid background.
Provide one sentence about your work.
Provide a link that goes directly to your shop - not just a website home page.
Provide a list of up to four items that you offer. For example, art prints, tote bags,
mugs, cd's, and/or gift certificates.
Provide your email address, so you can be contacted, if necessary.

Email info to ruth@nevadacountyarts.org. More information about the Shopping with

Artists Initiative is here.
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Virtual Family Fun Day at The Center for the Arts

Offered four times a year, Family Fun Day at The Center for the Arts is geared toward
families and introduces many young children in our community to their first-ever arts
experience. These events offer families the opportunity to participate in healthy art-based
activities together, including face painting, crafts, and other fun entertainment. 

On December 5th, Family Fun Day will stream live at 10:00am. Tune in for a special

performance of "Ebenezer Scrooge" by Traveling Lantern Theater, crafts with local artist

Nancy Schaefer, theatrical comedy with Fancifool: KIDS!,  and a performance from

AirAligned.

This Family Fun Day is dedicated to the memory of Carolyn Twing. The Twing family has
been integral in creating and sustaining the Family Fun Day series, and their dedication to
the youth of this community is inspiring. 

Art Works Gallery Benefit for the
Food Bank of Nevada County

Now through December 12th, Art Works Gallery in Grass Valley will be hosting a
drawing for artist-donated items to benefit the Food Bank of Nevada County.

For each $1.00 donated to the Food Bank, folks receive a ticket to enter the
drawing. Each artist has created a display of their offerings, and there is a bag by each
display to drop your raffle tickets. The winning tickets will be drawn on December
12th, and you do not need to be present to win. 

Art Works Gallery is now on line 24/7 for your convenience.  

"The Mirror Project" at Forest Charter School

The PACE 6-8th grade program at Forest Charter School is excited to announce "The

Mirror Project". Standing for Peace, Art, Creativity and Environment, the PACE program

strives to shape their students into global citizens who value integrity, empathy and are

prepared to carve their path in this world.

"The Mirror Project" is the brainchild of student teacher Alicia Frost Vandervorst and

master teacher Michelle Litton Ogaidi. Students were given the task of creating a written

piece using imagery, and local artists then created pieces to visually represent each

student's words. The result is a collaboration where middle school students can visually

see the power of their words. 

An online auction of the work will be held from December 5th through December

12th, with 75% of sales supporting the Nevada County Artist Relief Fund (as a thank you

to the 26 artists who donated their work) and the remaining 25% supporting the PACE

Program's activities fund. The opening bid for each piece is $100. 

The auction can be accessed here. Visit the Forest Charter School facebook page for
daily reveals leading up to the auction.

Jennifer Rain Crosby at Nevada City Winery

Jennifer Rain Crosby's show of new paintings, "Crossings & Thresholds", is

on display at Nevada City Winery from November 19th, 2020 through January 3rd,

2021.

In describing her work, Jennifer said "There is a saying in the I Ching, 'it furthers one to

cross the great water'. It means to not only complete the old, but to take final leave of it

and address the new. These oil paintings with gold or silver leaf were my meditation

practice. I saw myself, in a small one-person boat, cross a sea of possibility. After Covid

19 swept the world, I saw that we were all in our own little one-person boats on the Sea of

Possibility. Perhaps these paintings can bring others hope as they have for me."

Nevada City Winery is open Thursday from 4:00pm to 9:00pm, Friday from 2:00pm to

9:00pm, Saturday from noon to 9:00pm, and Sunday from noon to 7:00pm. Masks are

required at all times and guests must maintain a six foot distance between parties. To

make a gallery appointment, or for more information, contact galleries Andrea Baruch de

la Pardo via email or call (530) 265-9463.

InConcert Sierra presents Sierra Prelude Project

On Sunday, December 6th, at 2:00pm InConcert Sierra will present the Sierra Prelude
Project, consisting of 12 piano preludes commissioned by and performed by Lynn
Schugren.

Ten California composers have each written preludes influenced by the Sierra Nevada
Mountains. Each piece is accompanied by a visual image and descriptive or inspirational
text chosen by the composer.

This project is meant to showcase new music and to bring awareness to
the impact humans have on the mountains. Composers in the project include Alexis
Alrich, Eleanor Armer, Molly Axtmann, Jake Collins, Jerry Grant, Robert Greenberg,
Durwynne Hsieh, Dennis Lauderdale, Bruce Nalezny, and Mark Vance.

The concert will be streamed on InConcert Sierra’s YouTube channel, and facebook page.

Downtown Holiday Markets in Grass Valley

Downtown Grass Valley is open for business! They are calling weekends their "Downtown
Holiday Markets", and many stores and restaurants will be extending their hours on
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays to 8:00 pm.

In keeping with public health and safety guidelines, there will be no street closures, large
crowds, or street vendors, and the traditional Cornish Christmas holiday events will not be
taking place this year. Instead they will focus on featuring  their retail shops, restaurants,
and festively decorated downtown streets and buildings. The Mill Street downtown
promenade, perfect for strolling, is closed to motorized traffic.

Retail is open with 25% capacity and restaurants offer outdoor dining. Many merchants

offer shopping appointments, delivery and shipping, and have websites to shop virtually

and local. You can view a list of the 240 downtown businesses here.

Downtown Grass Valley invites you to celebrate this Holiday Season by supporting local

businesses, enjoying food and libations, and strolling Grass Valley's festive downtown.

Music in the Mountains' Holiday Concert

On Friday, December 11th, at 7:00pm, Music in the Mountains will present their

virtual Holiday Concert, with live and pre-recorded music to warm your heart this holiday

season.

CARES Act Grant Opportunity

The Federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act of 2020
recognizes that the nonprofit creative sector is an important part of America’s economy. In
response to the COVID-19 public health crisis, the National Endowment for the Arts
awarded 40 percent of its CARES appropriation directly to state and regional arts
agencies.  As a state agency, the California Arts Council is distributing its share of funding
to those among its State Local-Partners (SLPs) who elected to opt in. 

Nevada County Arts Council, as SLP for Nevada County, will distribute $12,630 among
eligible applicant organizations or groups who serve socially vulnerable populations and,
particularly, communities of color, impacted by COVID-19. The deadline to apply is
December 11th, 2020.

This opportunity is called “Nevada County CARES for the Arts.” It aligns with both the
California Arts Council’s public mission and commitment to racial equity, and Nevada
County Arts Council’s own cultural equity principles, which respect and value diverse life
experiences and heritages and ensure that all voices are valued and heard.

Nevada County Artist Relief Fund

Arts events, concerts, and productions have been cancelled in venues across the county
due to the effects of COVID-19 -  and professional artists whose livelihoods are
dependent on these events are facing insurmountable losses.

In response, Nevada County Arts Council has formed a coalition of local arts
organizations to create an emergency initiative to offer financial and informational
resources to artists within Nevada County.

Now is the time to give back to our artists who contribute so much to the quality of our
lives and the wellbeing of our community. Funds will be distributed as micro relief grants
to eligible artists once our fund has reached a critical level.

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY! Your tax-deductible donation goes directly toward the
support of professional artists in all disciplines whose livelihoods have been affected by
the public health crisis. The fund has already received very generous $500 donations
from both Community Asian Theatre of the Sierra (CATS) and Sierra Nevada Brewing
Company, and hopes to raise $40,000 for our local artists.

COVID-19 Resources for the Creative Community

Nevada County Arts Council has put together a directory of the most current news and
resources for the creative community and the community at large. This directory, which is
updated regularly, includes information about funding, staying connected and virtual
entertainment opportunities, including:

Funding for organizations
Funding for individual artists
Virtual entertainment from around the globe in all disciplines - including dance, film,
kids activities, literary arts, music, podcasts, theatre, and the visual arts
Staying connected via the best of social media
Arts education
Preparedness in the arts and for creative businesses
State and local government updates
Arts advocacy
Artist calls for Nevada County Artists in all disciplines
Calendar of both virtual and place-bound events

#GVNCCulturalDistrict on Instagram

Grass Valley-Nevada City is one of 14 districts selected by The California Arts Council to
serve as California's inaugural state-designated Cultural Districts. Each one of us is an
ambassador of our community, so please help us celebrate our heritage and the
people, places, traditions and events that contribute to the quality of life here by
sharing your photos on Instagram with #GVNCCulturalDistrict. 

Follow these local artists and businesses who are already sharing their images and video:
(Click on the name to view their Instagram page; click on the image to view that specific
photo on their page.)

#GrassValleyDowntownAssociation

#JenniferRainCrosby
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